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0 B 8 E R V A T 1 O N S8 a 
I. On the gent Wiſdom, Neceſſity, and Policy, vf educa- Ts nn 
ting the Poor, as the only ſure Means to check their Depravity 


Licentiouſneſs ; and operate as a ftrong Preventative againſt | — 
the preſent, general Increaſe of Poor-rates and Aſſeſſments. r 


II. Strictures on a Pamphlet entituled, Luxury no e, 


oil, but demonſtrati vely proved to be neceſſary to the Preſervation © 

8 * and Praſperity of States, Intended as a Ne ag to the pee | ä 

. ceding Obſervations. 0 EN = 
III. The following 1 e to the Subjekt: | Be 1 


18. On an uſeful and virtwous 7. On Fornication. - 
3 8. On Induſtry. | 


2. On the Neceſlity of Fa- 
_ mily-worſhip. 


3. On other Duties incumbent 


upon the Heads of Families. 


4. On private Prayer. 


. On Cleanlineſs. 
6. On internal Purity. 


9. On Frugality. 
10. On Contentment 8 
the Fatigues of Induſtry. 


11. On Idleneſs, 


12. On Decency. 


13. The Concluſion. 


14. Appendix. 


The whole is illustrated with various Annotations; particularly 
on the Excellency and Advantages which as 8 reſult from the 


univerſal Inſtitution of Sunday Schools; an 


on the Duty and 


Work-houſes of Overſeers of tho Poor, and Nane of 


ork-houſes. 
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: -andid and liberal Minds, a 
Mork of this Nature immedi- | 
| ately evinces its own Utility 
AT Importance. Had it, therefore, 
been treated with that Copiouſneſs, 
Perſpicuity, and Accuracy, which ſuch 
Subjects generally demand, the Author 
preſumes, that it would ſcarce have 
needed an Apology, when it came to 
be laid before the Public. 
However, he conjectures, it is in- 
cumbent upon him to inform his 
i Readers, that on Account of the in- 
numerable Interruptions and Delays 
which have happened in the Execution 
of 1 it, and which have neceſſarily re- 
ſulted 


- 


rr 


8 5 1 | 1 from his Sao; this Work. 
will appear” under many Diſadvan- 


tages; and with ſo many Imperfections 


; 5 and Defects, that he his afraid, it may, 0 


with ſome juſtice, rather be eſteemed 
a miſcellaneous Collection of Obſerva- 
tions, than a Performance, in which 


the Matter is regularly arranged, dif- 8 


poſed, and connected. . 
He has no where 1 any . 


1 5 Embelliſhments of Stile or Compoſi · : 


tion; and has had the Conſolation to 
think, that the Subject did not require 
it particularly. As Things go at pre- 
ſent, this Treatiſe is rather ungentee!l 
and unfaſhionable. And therefore, as 


it is addreſſed to thoſe only who have 


the juſt, ſolid, and rational Diſcern- 
ment to diſtinguiſh Matters of general 
Uſe and Importance, from thoſe that 
are trifling, inſignificant or vicious, he 
troſts They: will look up to the good. 


A 


DOTS EN Intentions 


Ini of * 6 as 

. chan criticize upon the plain, though 
inelegant Simplicity of oy: Ae. in 
which it appears. 

An excellent Author, wh Ag tw 
great Pains in th Defence of revealed 
Religion, againſt the repeated Attacks 

5 of Infidels, and Unbelievers, obſerves, 
that © a ſober and induſtrious Popu- 


© lace is the Strength, the Riches, the 


Glory of a Nation: but when thoſe, 


become vicious and diſſolute, they 


« are prepared for every Kind off 


“ Wickedneſs and Diſorder. As, from 


their Rank and Education, they have 


« for the moſt Part, little Regard to 
the Appearances of Honour and De- 


| : * cency, if, at the ſame Time, they 
have caſt off the Ties-of Religion, 


* and the Fear of God, and a Regard 


7 to the Neuen of the World to come, 
8 F and 
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Land are abandoned to their A 


When once a Neg- 
« lect of Religion, and a Corruption 


of Manners becometh general, it 

* hath a natural Tendency to diffolve 

* and enervate a Nation, and to extin- 
guiſh true public Spirit, anda manly 

© Fortitude. Nor have any People long 

8 maintained their Liberties, after hav- 


ing loſt their Probity and Virtue *.” 


Thhus it is in the natural Courſe of 


Things; ; and does not every Day bring 
with it freſh Experience, that we ap- 
| proximate towards this State. And no 


Method can retrieve us, or recal us to 
Honour and Virtue, if the Minds of the 


riſing Generation are not properly fur- 


niſhed with moral FOUL Om an uſe- 


| ig Education. S 


© ® Leland's Deiſt. Writers, App. Vol. II. P. 424, 425. 


ppe. 


« tites and Paſſions, what are they 
nc capable of? V 


P R E N 
We have now among us a moſt 
4 tremendous, and almoſt un- 


precedented Sign of the Depravity 
of the Times in infant Proſtitution! 


Truth will not permit us to deny that 


Inſtances have occurred, where the 


Wretches, who have brought Children 
into Exiſtence have, paſſively and con- 
nivingly at leaſt, been privy to their 
Shame and Ruin. All theſe Seducers 
of Innocence, theſe Sons and Daugh- 


ters of Perdition ought to know, that 
they can expect no Mercy from the 
Hand of God, if they do not make 
ſufficient Reparation to the Objects 
ſeduced; and that all Parties can only 


make Expiation for their Sins (which 
happens not frequently,) by a long, 
bitter, and ſincere Repentance. Some- 
times theſe Crimes prove ſo malignant 
and atrocious, that they exceed wilful 
Murder itſelf. 
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Lectures ſhould be objec ed to, 


original Intention was to have length- 
ened them conſiderably. But upon re- 


colle ant of 


ng that the general 


. Leiſure among thoſe for whom they 


were principally intended, might pro- 
duce a contrary Objection, he was 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF SOUND POLICY 


- DELINEATED AND ENFORCED. . 


'T is, perhaps, a Subject, which will lead 


no one into nugatory Employment; nei- 


ther incline any to ſtoop beneath the Dig- 
nity of a Gentleman, nor waſte his Talents 
on what muſt End in Theory and Speculation 


to confider what Methods and Expedients 
would promiſe moſt effeQually, on the one 


Hand, to ſuppreſs the Diſſoluteneſs and Im- 
morality now fo prevailing among the lower 


Ranks of Mankind; and, on the other, to 


inſpire them with an ardent Love of Honour, 
| Induſtry, and Virtue. For, independent of fu- 


ture and higher Motives, in a Kingdom where 


very great Multitudes of People ſubſiſt by ma- 
nual Labour, a great Part of its Strength and 
Importance muſt centre in the proper Govern- 
ment and Employment of theſe Inhabitants ; 
in lying them under ſuch Reſtrictions as are 


calculated to improve their Morality and Man- 
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5 ners >to | preſerve their. Health, and excite them 
2 / ä m nt oe was. £22, : 


Eren 5 


Alon 8 1 58 a Variety of 8 0 on a this 


and important Service would be done to this 
Nation, by a prudent. and vigilant Inſpection 


r — which affects the Mo- 


| vices, which e- en 0 them te bene- 
foul to themſelves, and to others. 


g the Extent and en 
reſervation of the neceſſitous, there 


good Subject may, in great Va- 


Subjet paſt, I have alſo been 
ee ee convinced, that very eſſential 


* * 


* 


provided by Authority for the 


s ample Room, in which every good | 


niety, exerciſe * Abilities among the ignorant 


and the vicious, ſo as to produce the moſt no- 


ble and ſalutary Conſequences 
The ſlighteſt Reflection upon als 8 
of the Community, will leave in our Minds 


«is 


no Doubts of the Neceflity of Reformation. 
| In every Part of this Kingdom, particularly 
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Dae gw are united, 


gon and in Con ſequence of that Ignorat 
ſtrange a pages and Bri in ther La 


in . an THY Contempt of their 
of ſerious Subjects, and of ſacred Ordin 

and a Perverſion of the Lord's Day to the world 
of Purpoſes. Marrie 
this Day gs pd in Rioting and Intem- 
perance, the Ez nigh; of the Week — 
whilſt their paplels e Offspring de 


* 


at Home, under the complicated © Oppreſſion 


of Poverty, Scarcity'of rm oviſion 
85 Cold, Rags, Filthy! eſs, and their inſeparable 


this Day, is n adde dp" young Men, the 
atrocious and inhuman Crime of ſeducing ai 
ruining the thoughtleſs and unwary Part of ths 
bother Sex; or of forming ſuch illicit, or im- 
prudent Connections, as generally fail not of 

bringing Miſery, Diſtreſs, . or Inconvenience g 
upon eee and others, during their whole 
1 8 3 Lives. 
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Men frequently ſet apart 


is 


ves. *Y in the promiſcuous Amuſements If 
of both Sexes, horrid Oaths and Lie ode | E 
| foci t or moſt as —. 
as guage that can x be Gerithg,)5 ee Ong: 
W will ſometimes, and with a ſimilar 
| reden nd Want of Affection for their 
Children, attend their Huſbands through the 
Stages of their Intemperance. Parents ſuffer 
Children to commit flagrant Sins with Impu- 
nity; and Children, in Conſequence, become 
| hardened, refractory, and incorrigible. Num- 
bers of Parents have neither Inclination nor 
Capacity to inſtruct Children in religious 
Knowledge; and Vice, ant Ignorance, and 
perverſe Habits deſcend, by e cs from 
one Generation to another! 5 
WE: The Relation of theſe Facts is, to me, no 
2M 05 ; agreeable Employment. But, I am ſure, that 
b E 5 : every Man, who has been converſant among 
_ te loweſt Claſſes of Society will allow, that 
—_ . Joan is not, in general, an exaggerated Deſcrip- FE 
tion of the preſent Depravity. The daily, in- 
1 ng: Depredations every where committed | 
upon the Properties and Rights of others, 
= in utter Defiance of Juſtice and Death, are 5 
=_ inconteſtible Proofs of the rapid Dow -— | 
—_ hk is OP made Roch n Thing rea- '+ 
—_— 7 ſonable 7 8 
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ſonable and de and the 1 or Neceſlty. : 
there is of ſubduing and reſtraining irregular 
Paſſions; by ſome een mode al. and 
ous Reformation. 
Enlightened and aolifhed as we are, or pre- 
tend to be, there is, I preſume, ſtill among us, 
great want of Civilization. Honeſty and in- 
tegrity, Liberality of Sentiment, and an ardent 
Thirſt after the Acquiſition of uſeful and com- 
mendable Knowledge, are the Principles and 
Foundation from whence we muſt expect our 
Power, our Dignity, and Proſperity to ariſe. 
But | theſe noble Qualities - and Attainments 
have not yet extended and dilated themſelves to 
the utmoſt Bounds of their Prerogative. They 
have not, with Prudence and Aſſiduity, been 
inculcated into the minds of the lower Claſſes 
of the Community. Surely the mental Abi- 
lities of every Individual, as well as their cor- 
poreal Powers, ought to be rouſed into Ac- 
tion, and duly employed in promoting the 
Proſperity and Strength of the whole Body 


Ignorance impedes every excellent and com- 
mendable Proceſs, and is the Scourge and Diſ- 
grace of a Land of Liberty. What can we 
expect from thoſe, who every Day, can only 

review the ſame unſettled and doubtful Ideas 
„ . 
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Principles © of the Chriſtian- Faith 5 ond thoſe; 
| who are ignorant of theſe Acquiſitions, „and 
know nothing more than what relates to the 
neceſſary Diſcharge of their reſpective Employ- 
ments! Some, in their Hours of Retirement, 
after the Fatigues of the Day are paſt, we find, 
exerting themſelves in the Purſuit of uſeful 
Knowledge; this abſorbs the Leiſure they 
might have for vicious Courſes, and renders 
them ſedate, thoughtful, and religious. Others, 


by Perſeverance and Induſtry, aſſiſted by ac- 


cidental Information, have become Adepts in 
various Branches of Trade and Commerce; 
and, by diffuſing their Knowledge for public 
Beneſit, have n * Honour and Eſ- 


. _ teem 


teem to themſelves. Ar 


ed and enfore: 


others, e i860 in 
the — and free Seminaries of 
this wg have, by their Vigilance and | 
Aſſiduity, in almoſt every Department an 
Profeſſion, indiſpatably proved to the World, 
that nothing is more friendly both to the tem- 
poral, and the eternal Intereſts of Men, than 
ſound Literature, "_ n nee 3 the 
ules of the Goſpel. * 0 
The innumerable Advinniges reſulting hoe 
\ ducation, have repeatedly been elu- 
r and enforced, by a Variety of excellent 
Writers. Many of them have ardently re- 
commended” the Inſtruction of the Poor, and 
fincerely lamented their Depravity, and their 
Ignorance. But Alas! this noble Advice has, 
at beſt, been but partially attended to. The 
Principles of Virtue and Morality, and of In- 
tegrity and Induſtry, have, by no vigorous 
Attempts, yet been univerſally inculcated. Hi- 
therto we ſeem only imperfectly convinced, of 
what is eaſy to demonſtrate, that ſmall Care 
and Expence, would competently furniſh the 
| loweſt Ranks of Mankind, with ſuch an Edu- 
cation, as is barely neceſſary, ſuitable to their 
Rank, and toall the valuable Purpoſes of com- 
mon Life... We do not fully conſider, that 6 
(mall. 


* * 
$ * r 5 wy 
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dual a more u * dhe af . collective 5 
„ by convincing him of the Obligations 
wy 1s under to his Country, and to his God. 


— 


And it would unfold and enliven the reaſoning 


Faculties of our unenlightened fellow. Crea- 
tures; and afford the man jineſtimable 


| rivilege, "2p 


by future Ability and Diligence of acquiring, | 


what is the common Right of freeborn Subjects, 


amore comfortable, or lucrative Situation. 


But then, this Doctrine militates againſt the 


— by ſome 0.bo 
adopted, that the Ignorance of the Poor, affords | 
their Maſters the beſt Security of their unre- 


mitted Utility, Faithfulneſs, and Obedience. 
That to inſtruct them in Reading, and Writ- 


ing, generally puffs them with Arrogance, Va- 
nity, Self-conceit, and a domineering Inſo- 


. i lence 


2 ha * Wa ions hs ts of this Work, nat himſelf 


| for the Eſtabliſhment of a Mode of Inſtruction in Reading, Wri- 
ting, and the Principles of Religion, among the Orphans, and, 


other Children, reſiding in a certain Workhouſe, was told by a 


Sentleman of ſome Diſtinction, that it was an extra Buſineſs; 


* and, 2+ its Conſequences, would prove injurious to the Commu- 
«© nity.” And, of late, this Opinion hath gained Strength, in _ 
Minds of the ſame Complexion. 


r the menial Stations, which P 10— 


for: them} 21 2h 


10 me Diſcernment is ee to eee | 
the Views and Intentions of Men of this De- 
i, ion. Their Plan is plainly founded on 
Baſis 1. Self-intetelh; hand: guidog, 


1 Shag pe Ae es priding-themſ 


their o-. n Inability . 8 Demerit, they are 


jealous leſt any Thing, ſpringing out of ob- 


ſcurity, ſhould riſe ſo high as to cloud their 
own imaginary Greatneſs. Hence the depend- 
ants they wiſh to employ, muſt have no Ideas 
of the uſe of literary Inſtruction: muſt have 


no further knowledge, than what has an im- 
mediate connection with their particular Branch 


of Labour. Their notions muſt be ſuch only 
as ariſe from inceſſant ſlavery. They muſt pa- 
tiently ſubmit to bear their burdens; and, in- 
deed, ſometimes receive an unconſcionable Al- 


lowance for their Induſtry. And, provided they 


do but, like Pharaoh! 8 Bondmen, fulfill their 


Works 


11 ung t wear the eee bf: Power and 


{what was _— ired by the 
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55 Vet I am well aware that there are h 
ES: have caught this ungenerous and illiberal 

 —_ _  Ciple; who are Favourers of the Plan of Mo- 

nepdlizing” the Geevions: of the TRIO arid 
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* » Ex. v. 13. | ws See the Bp. of Cheſter's a Sermon 

on the Uſefulneſs and Humanity of inſtructing our African Slaves 

in the Weſt India Iſlands, preached before the Society for pro- 
; pagating the Goſpel in foreign Parts. P. 381. 2d Edit. 
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lic. Age, Sickneſs, and Infirmity muſt, ſo 


or later, reduce their miſcrablo.Dependants o 
B ring eee 


laſt neee of in 
Death ess "age from a eee Exiſte 
0 men rand — 


It will, I preſume, however, ſcarce 1 W: 


Suppoſi tion, that any private Advantages can 
reſult from thoſe, who bear the painful Bur- 
den of abject Servility and Ignorance. ' 


no ſound Principle exiſts, there can be no juſt | 
Expectation of Rectitude in Practice. Feeble 
indeed muſt be our Dependance upon Perſons, 
acting through Fear, or through Neceſſity. 
Slaviſh Obedience exiſts no longer than the 
Terror of Puniſhment, Our People muſt 

: firſt 


eee that a FR 3 


pernicious Coniequences which reſult frum 
theſe Principles; FOI fall upon the Pub= . 


derſtand OY bir Hearts that 
Sub en „ Which the Laws of 
Od 2 an re Uire ET f them, before We Car 
have any Security of their Faithfulneſs and 
Integrity; and, by Conſequence, of private 
Emolument or Advantage from 1 ſuch Services. 
The Strength and Proſperity of every State 
, ad chiefly conſiſt in the proper Employment 
of its Inhabitants, and in their due Subordi- 
nation to the reſpective Laws and Government 
of it. It is plain then, that it would be an 
incomparable Acquiſition to a Chriſtian, to 
a free Government; were the lower Ranks of 
Community clearly convinced of the Uſeful- 
neſs and Neceſſity of theſe important Duties. 
And, in both Reſpects, the New Teſtament 
offers them the moſt complete and admirable 
dyſtem of ſound Policy, that can be deviſed. 
It aſſerts, that they are obliged ** to work 
with their own Hands T; © quietly to eat 
their own Bread T; and to provide for their 
own Houſholds ; in order that they may, 
if it be poſſible, become chargeable to no 
Man . 6 andthe is the Bond of Society, 


| without 


» Adds, will. 27, et alibi, 4 1 Theſf. iv, 11. 4 2 Theſl 
Ii. 12, and Eph. iv. 28. i Tim. v. 8. 5 2 Theff. iii. 8. 


Adiutelineated and enforced. x 
| without which, no collective Body of Men 
Oc could long ſubſiſt. It, therefore, requires, that 
they be © obedient to their Maſters, not with 
« Eye-ſervice as Men- pleaſers, but with Good- 
te will, doing Service” to them, as unto the 
Lord *.” Good Government demands Peace, 
and due Subordination. Hence it enjoins, that 
every Soul be ſubject unto the higher Pow- - 
ers ; that they © obey Magiſtrates T ; that 
| they © ſpeak Evil of no man ||,” but continu- 
ally love as Brethren, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous ; render Fear to whom Fear, and 
Honour to whom Honour” is due **; and, 
upon all Occaſions, ſo to govern and curb 
their Paſſions, as to run into no Inconſiſtency 
of Behaviour, nor violate the Laws ratified by 
ſufficient Authority, but willingly to ſubmit 
to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's 
« Sake . And that they may with Chriſtian 
. Fortitude ſupport the Preſſures and Calamities 
incident to their Situation, they are com- 
manded to be content with ſuch Things as 
they have 4; being aſſured for their Encou- 
ragement, that thoſe, who exert their beſt, En- 
| deavours 


* Eph. vi. 5, 6, 7. + Rom. Xii. 1. Tit. wi. 1. 
5 [| Tit. ini. 2. 51 Pet. iii. 9. Rom: xiii. 7. f 1 Pet. 
8. 13. Ned. xi. $ | . 
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would n not this Kind of ewig ad "I 
ration, prudently diffuſed a 
| Ranks of Men, inſpire them with an ardent 
Love of Labour, Integrity, Honour, and Vir- 
ee? Would it not nom en- 
lighten their Under 


them to the Principles of Morality 5 Reli- 


gion? Would it not give them a real Intereſt 
in themſelves, along with pointing out to them 


the neareſt Way, how to become truly inter- 


_ efting to others? Could it fail of making then 


regular in their ordinary Conduct, conſcien- 


tious in their Dealings, affectionate to their 
Kindred, true to thei 
upright and inoffenſive to all Men? Would it 
not prune all thoſe Branches of Miſery which 
ſpring rom . or from the Education 

en 
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which has not been guided by the Principles 
"of ee ? And would it not, in every 
Senſe, be eminently propitious to the Dignity, 
the Honour, the OL”, and the Proſperity 
of this Nation? _ ü 
Until hir, or ſome confidetable Steps to- 
wards this have been taken, we can have, 1 
preſume, no juſt Title to call ourſelves (what 
we boaſt of daily) the Subjects of a free Coun- 
try, whilſt a great Part of our Brethren con- 
tinue in the Fetters of Ignorance, and we do 
not our utmoſt to releaſe them. This Part of 
Mankind, this very uſeful Part, which gives 
- the primary Motion to the Machine of Trade 
and Commerce, which has ſo often, and, upon 
the moſt trying Occaſions, ſo nobly ſupported 


our Rights, our Privileges, our Religion, our 


Lives, this Part is not, at leaſt, in every Re- 
ſpe& free. I think we do not treat them with 
Chriſtian Generoſity, if we do not aſſiſt them 
in attaining /ome ſmall Portion of what, we 
are conſcious, is uſeful] and valuable to all Men. 

Let us but try the Experiment, whether a ge- 
neral Bleſſing and Benefit would not follow our 


united Exertions to grant them ſome Opportu- 


nity of reſcuing themſelves from the Bondage 
of an unprincipled, uncultivated Mind? Num- 
1 bers 
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bers among us are bleſſed with every Advan- 
tage requiſite for this Purpoſe. And with ſuch, 
It ought to be a very ſerious Queſtion, whether 
5 any Part of the Creation deſerves ſo much Care 
and Attention, or can offer ſo commodious 2 
Scope for the Exerciſe of their Abilities, as 
the poor, uninſtructed Part of their Fellow- 
creatures. Let the Votary of Pleaſure, and 


/ 


the Slave of Diſſipation reflect on the Mean- | 


[neſs and Uſeleſsneſs of his Purſuits; and of the 


little Benefit Community derives from him. 
Let him devote ſome Portion of his Time and 
his Talents this Way, and he will then be- 


dome entituled to a proportionate Degree of 
Honour and Eſteem from his Country. And, 
if it weans him not /fogether from the culpa- 


ble Path*of Folly, . it may give a better Reliſh 


to his Amuſements; and, in ſome Meaſure, 
make an Atonement for him to the Public. 


It is certainly a national Bleſſing, that one 


Branch of Charity, that which reſpects com- 
paſſionating and relieving the temporal Neceſſi- 


ties of our indigent Brethren, is yet, in ſome 


. Degree, attended to, and cheriſhed among us. b 


The forrowful Accents of Miſery and Diſtreſs, 
generally raiſe within us all the Feelings of 


| Haden. and the Henonions of Pity. Vet 


1 5 however 


q 
1 
by th 
> 
8 
By... 
"A 
57 
E 
8 
1 
4 IF 
£44 
*% 
1 
8 
5 
ip 
* 
£4 
4 
75 g 
4 
2 
* 
2 
x I -4 
1 N 
- 
5 
H 6 
*. 
E. 
* 
A 
by = 
5 
* 
1 
32 
34 
bw. 
A 
* 
hu 
me 
Oe 
8 . 
7 
3 
. * 
2 
WW; 
459 
FA 
. ZN 
75 
FJ 
a 
72 
8 
"4 
N 
YE 


| delineated and enforced. 6+ 
| however highly we regard the excellent Pre- 
cepts of Love and Benevolence, to feed the 
hungry and to clothe the naked , are fre- 
quently not more neceſſary Duties, as Txt 
adviſe and inſtruct the ignorant, or the un- 


wary, in whatever has a Tendency to injure 


or deſtroy their preſent, or to end ger 5 
Future Happineſs. 


- The Symptoms of a Geli state are, 


Nogligatice in the Execution of "equitable 


Laws +. This gradually introduces Depravity 


of Manners, the Harbinger of Luxury, Pride, 
Diffipation and Indolence t. Hence enſue De- 
predations upon public and private Property; 


BAREGUY ** Confuſion and every evil Work l.“ 
C2 1 Whether 


„Mat. xxv. 355 4 


+ © Labente deinde paulatim diſciplina, velut 4 1 
mores ſequatur animo; deinde ut magis magiſque lapſi ſint; 
a tum ire cæperint præcipites: donec ad hæc tempora, quibus 


© nec vitia noſtra, nec remedia pati poſſumus, perventum eſt,” 
T. Liv. Pref. 


* 


4 © Verim, ubi pro labore defidia, pro continenti4 et æqui- 
tate lubido 1 ſuperbia invaſere; fortuna ſimul cum W 


bus immutatur.“ Salluſt. Cap. ſec. 
James, iii. 16. How dreadful was the Impiety and 1 


among the Ifraclites, when © there was no King in Iſrael, nor 


t any Magiſtrate in the Land which might put them to Shame in 


* any Thing; but every Man did that which was Right in his 


% own Eyes,” Jud, xvii. 1. xvili. 7. xix. 1. xxi. 25. 


four to one, For Inſtance ; e the Number of Children born 
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. of Party, and Ambition, and the e da 

nceſfant Paſſion for private Intereſts, have all, 
or any of them, produced the Symptoms of a 
+ Decline from our former national Splendour, 
Dignity, and Conſequence, ſhall not be my 


Attempt to inveſtigate or determine. To ſit 


down and complain of Evils, and to anticipate 
Misfortunes, without ſtriving to elude or ſup- 


preſs them, is a nugatory, an uſeleſs Employ- 


ment. But that there does exiſt among us a 
general Increaſe of Prophaneneſs , Infidelity, 


Diſſipation, and Debauchery, Hi kf e be- 


yond what was Lee even in the laſt Gene- 


ration, we muſt either ſee and believe, or lay 
aſide our . and our Underſtandings. Of 
this, in one deſtructive Vice, in particular, we 


_ ie , N Proofs Te Ang how 
can 


125 * How wa) do our Sons and Villages reſound with the 
Curſes and Execrations of Children even within the Hearing of 


their Parents, who are ſo perfectly abandoned themſelves, as to 
mile at, or totally difregard it! 


+ Upon an accurate Examination of many of the beſt kept 
Pariſh-Regiſters, in the moſt populous Places of this Kingdom 


for che laſt thirty Years paſt, there generally appears, communibus 


annis, an Increaſe in Population as two to one. But the Increaſe = 
of illegitimare Children within the ſame Period is as generally as 


in 


. delineated and enforced. N 


can any effective arrier b 
heinous Progreſs, if the moſt een 
vigorous Exertions are not made, to impreſt 
ſeaſonable, rational, and virtuous W 
upon the Minds of young Perſons, eſpecially 
thoſe who muſt be reared under the Eye of 
careleſs; vicious, or ignorant Parents? 

It is evidently unjuſt to aſſert, that Plans 
for the univerſal Inſtruction of the Poor, in 
Reading, and in the Principles of Religion 
would, upon the Trial, be found impracti- 
cable. Every Pariſh, "Townſhip, or preſcribed 
Diſtrict, might readily and unanimouſly agree 


about the Manner and Performance of it. T 


eee the e ee e. to ere. it an 


5 
3 


in r particular Pik, in the Ver 2535 Meri Veen wr be 


2603 and of theſe there ſhould be found legitimate 123 the 
Year 1783 will exhibit (generally ſpeaking, and makingdue Allow- 


ances for a Variety of incidental Circumſtances) in the. ſame Pa- 5 


riſh, about 520 ; of whom betwixt 40 and 50 will be illegitimate. 
Were Examinations of this Nature univerſal, we might pretty 
accurately aſcertain the Increaſe of Population, along with the 
Increaſe of thoſe miſerable Victims; many of whom are left to 
the Mercy of the World, or to the Miſery of a Pariſh Workhouſe. 

And whotver imagines that Enquiries of this Kind are trifling 
and unneceſſary, is neither a good Chriſtian nor a good Subject; 
as every one chargeable with Aſſeſſments for the Maintenance of 
the-Poor ought to know, that illegitimate Children, and their 
wicked Parents are the chief Cauſe of the general Increaſe 1 in 
| thoſe AlleSments. 
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| Obje ct on,” would be refleting Diſgrace and 
Diſhonour: upon the Character of Britons, ac- 
' _ Enſtomedto Liberality, and the generous Sup- 
port of pious and humane Inſtitutions, in other 
| Reſpects *. All we want is, to be poſſeſſed with. 
a _ Sat wok its Neceſſity and Utility: 
0 F e 


4 The taftituti>n of . Schos 0 ols, which — * now to be 
I adopted i in many Places might, I am confident, be made a gene- 
ral Bleſſing and Advantage to this Kingdom. Great Precaution, 
however muſt be taken in the Choice of Teachers, or they will 
| be highly liable to Exception. None but Perſons of ſound Morals, 
2-4 a addicted to no particular Sets or Parties of Chriſtians, ſhould 
| be ſelected for this Purpoſe, Without a ſtrict Adherence to this 
Rule, we ſhould, become more and more ſeparated ; and new 
Contentions and Opinions would be added to thoſe, which have. 
ſo long harraſſed and diſtracted the Minds of Chriſtians. Under 
the Suppoſition, that every Teacher choſen is a Perſon of ſound 
Morals 8 Character, I Would venture to propoſe ſome ſuch 
| Plan as the following. 
| In large and populous Townllips let a ſufficient nd propor- 
8 | tionate Number of Teachers be appointed by the principal Inhabi- 
=: tants over ſeveral Diviſions : Smaller Townſhips may unite for 
70 this Purpoſe. Let all the indigent Inhabitants, who are, or may 
reaſonably ' be ſuppoſed, unable to procure any Education for 
their Children, ſend them early in the Morning of the Lord's 
Day, as neat and cleanly as their Stations admit of, to the 
| Taesachers of their reſpective Diſtricts. Let their firſt Employ- 
5 maent be, to get by Heart a conciſe, and proper Form of Prayer, 
1 . the daily Uſe of which, Morning and Evening, muſt be inſiſted 
i pon. In the next Place, along with acquiring the Knowledge 
F | of the Alphabet, at Intervals, let them be inſtructed in the Prin- 
| | _ eiplesof the Chriſtian Religion contained in their Catechiſm, and 
elucidated by ſome plain and eaſy Comment. Particular Care 
| 5 | muſt 
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Fihherto 1 have adverted to the state of 
| ts Poor in general; but, in a Work of this 
Nature, it would be an unpardomable Omiſ- 
11 if that ſtill more wretched Pars 15 the 
| TO I © 4 ch: Poor 


; ; 


maſt bs taken, 3 by the Queſtions being e put to 
them in a Variety of different Words, it may appear evident 


That they underſtand what they repeat. Let them then be gradu- 
ally taught to read, until their Bibles become familiar and eaſy; 


and, as a weekly Taſk, at their leiſure Hours (which will like- 


wiſe be a proper Antidote againſt the Infection of bad Compa- 
nions, or bad Employment, ) let it be required of them, by ſmall 
Portions, to get by Heart our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount; 


the general Epiſtle of St. James; and, (if Time will permit, and 
Vigour and Diligence be inceſſantly inculcated,) the whole Book 
of Proverbs. Any other Parts of the ſacred Writings might be 


ſubſtituted in the Place of theſe, ſhould the Opinion of competent 


Judges deem them more pertinent, comprehenſive, and neceſſary. 
Probably a Selection of Texts, cmprehending all the Duties 0 of 
common Life, might be peculiarly proper. | 

Let the Teachers, in their Proceedings, moſt earneſtly incul- 
cate the Duties of Honeſty, Integrity, Induſtry, Sobriety, Fru- 


gality, and a truly religious Conduct and Deportment. And to 


inſpire them, at the ſame Time, with an ardent Zeal for the 
Welfare and Proſperity of their Country, and a juſt Obedience to 
its Laws and Government, would lay the Foundation within 


them of that genuine Bravery and Greatneſs of Mind, which has 


fo often manifeſted itſelf heretofore, even ene theſe noble 
Incitements. 


If the Church is near, let cham all 1 it twice, if at a con- 


ſiderablẽ Diſtance, once a Sunday. And, as we may naturally 


expect, that theſe Children will be rude and untractable, eſpeci- 


ally in che Commencement of this Buſineſs, it would be found 


highly expedient and beneficial, if ſome Clergyman, or other 


judicious 
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- ave had no Share of our nn which 
; are __ to reſide. in Work-houſes, or in 


| Recital o of vs od Fay of Wietch-" 
edneſs, Miſery, groſs Ignorance of religions 
Duty, Filthyneſs, frequent Want of neceſſary 
Food and Cloathing, inveterate Diſeaſes, and 
me t of the Calamities incident to human Life, 
„ which are commonly found to exiſt in «theſe 
V Abodes. 


| judicious Perſon, Seats ſyend « one - half 3 PR, Day i in 8 

Schools, that by bis Authority and Advice, he might give an 

additional Conſequence to the Teacher, along with aſſiſting him 
to inflict proper Puniſhments upon the refractory and diſobedient. 

I am no Favourer of Plans which have Nothing but their 
Novelty and Popularity to recommend them. This Plan, how. 
ever, I humbly conceive, might be of ſingular Uſe ; as it would 

lead theriling Generation into right Principles, preſerve the Sab- 
bath from being prophaned in ſome Degree; and leave the Poor 
no Pretence to ſay, they cannot afford to ſpare their Children on 
| e Week from Labour, mae, 
to School. 
I leave cheſe Remarks to the candid 1 1 che public, 
with this one Obſervation, that whether or no they are adopted, | 
__ every. impwurtial-Chriſtian and Friend to his Country muſt allow, - 4 
that ſome Plan is indiſpenſably neceſſary, in Order to ſtop the | 
 , _ Preſent Torrent of Ignorance and Brutality. The Expence of 
—  _-  -- hiring Teachers and procuring Books, would, by Prudence and 
=_ - 8 Contrivance, be very trifling and inconſiderable. And when | | 
= Patents neglect to ſend their Children, proper Perſons muſt be „ 
and appointed to enforce their Attendance. 


— 


- 


2 J _ " K — — 2 POL — = "JI 2 2 1 * wY 
4 * Lad 9 — — * r 7 Fe 2. i % R e eee W MN 7th; Mo 2 * 3 
— 1 Ws l „ 2 3 * & | — . r + - . * n - * 5 e 7 . * 
Oo” Pros F * 8 . N r 2 * 2 2 
/ Ln ta Rn ' ET NA ah PR * s EE de ES, OO 7, Xs 5 - <P 
te Ag 22 ; 4 * N „J) ͥͤͤ no ae ot OED OS e . „ 5 9 : 3 * 
$5 5 nap „* 2 > 7 : \ - 4 Ee SAY . N 2 17 8 £4 £ 8 5 Ne 5 5 DIS, 55 8 . * 1 PE wm 
— - 2 $3 — * 2 5 * - £39 þ 8 : * i 3 
5 a EP = 8 


1 
2 7 F 
- * ey" X 
he DOIN * ” 
Pl 2 
4 


* 


delineated 3 enforced. 25 
des *. It is alledged, that many of theſe 


= ple have- reduced themſelves to this Situa- 
tion, by the natural Conſequences of their own 
Imprudencies and Vices. This is very true: 
and between ſuch, and thoſe who are con- 
ſtrained to this Subſiſtence by the Hand of 


Providence, by unforeſeen Caſualties and Miſ- 
fortunes, it is hoped, a very wide Diſtinctian 


Will always ae But then, are the Sins 
of theſe wretched N to devolve upon their 


blameleſs Offspring? Are the Infants to feſter, 


to ſtarve, to ſuffer almoſt every Species of Mi- 
ſery, to be diveſted of Kitowledge and Prin- 


ciple, becauſe their Exiſtence is derived from 
unthinking and wicked Parents? In moſt 


Caſes, indeed, this would erally bring down 


the-Sins of the Fathers upon the Children, 


not only unto the third and fourth Generation, 


but go a great Way to continue it in a ſuc- 


_ ceflive, lineal Deſcent. And do we not daily 
„ experience this Inheritance of Sins? The Off- 


ſpring of diſſolute Parents, having no Prin- 
ciple, no laudable rs, ſet before . 


*I am only here —_— Work-houſes in W z many, 1 
know, are under the Management and Direction of Matters, Who 


diſcharge this Truſt with Propriety and Fidelity, and where, by 
the good Senſe of the Pariſh or Townſhip, the Children, therein 
reſident, are duly taken Care of, and educated, 
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very een and very generally follow the 
Courſe of their Parents, imbibe their per- 
verſe Habits and Cuſtoms, perpetrate heinous 
Crimes without receiving from them prudent 
Admonition or Correction, or having a juſt ſenſe 
of their Malignity. Theſe Children, therefore, 
being in a peculiarly dangerous Situation, no 
better Policy could be deviſed, than that of 
providing for them ſuch Inſtruction as would 
2 in them the Principles of Induſtry and Vir- 
tue. Was this commenced at Intervals, it 
ny; be a pleaſing Relaxation, and would 
greatly mitigate the Fatigue of their daily La- 
bour. And common Prudence alone, will cer- 
tainly oblige Governors of Work-houſes, or 
Pariſh Overſeers, to pay the ſtricteſt Attention 
to Cleanlineſs, wholeſome Proviſions, and ſuf- 
ficient Cloathing, if they do but reflect, that 
wherever theſe Neceſſaries are wanted, Health 
muſt ſoon be impaired and baniſhed, and all 
uſeful Labour and Acquiſition retarded *. * - 
TTF £0, - » Bot 
The proper Care and Management of Work-houſes, demands 
the moſt ſerious Conſideration from every Friend and Lover of 


his Country. They might be made moſt excellent Nurſeries 


both for naval and military Service; and the Females might be 
bound to the Service of Agriculture, Branches of Manufacture, 
or other Employment. But I have ſhewn elſewhere that it is beſt 
to bind them to theGovernour of the FO if it is poſſible, 

Es nerther 
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Aut * fay the ObjeQors, this is 3 
Fee to Lewdneſs and Indolence. 
The licentious and the ſlothful will be induced 
to lay aſide their own Endeavours, knowing, 


neither Sex being compelled, but each allowed a weluntary Choice 
in the reſpective Buſineſs or Trade, which coineides beſt with 
their Inclination. In order, therefore, to anſwer theſe 1mpor- 
tant Purpoſes; no ſmall Care ſhould be uſed in the Selection and 
Appointment of Overſeers of the Poor, and Governours of Work- 
houſes: . They ſhould. be Men of Vigilance and Exertion, of 
Prudence and Integrity, of Humanity and right Principle. They 
ſhould uſe every Art and Means to enjoin an inceſſant and rigid 
Attention to Cleanlineſs, to Health, to Decency, to Peace and 
Unanimity, to Labour and Induſtry, and to Morality and Reli- 
sion. They ſhould combat and try to ſuppreſs every Thing 
which may tend to the Inconvenience of the Poor, or to the 


Injury or Decreaſe of legal Population. They ſhould be Men of 


ſtrict Impartiality and Diſintereſtedneſs; ſhould neither connive at, 
nor extenuate ſmall Offences, nor delay bringing to legal Jnſtice, 
and Puniſhment, the lazy, the diſobedient, and the incorrigible. 
Their Offices ſhould engroſs the. whole of. their Time and their 
Attention; and if every Townſhip rightly .confidered their own 
Intereſts, they would readily allow proper Perſons competent 
' Salaries for the diſcharge of theſe Offices, as the ſtrict and regular 
Employment, and judicious Management of the Poor, would 
always accumulate a Surplus to thoſe Expences, and thus decreaſe 
the common Aſſeſſment. It is needleſs to obſerye that ſmall 
Townſhips might eaſily unite, under one Officer, or Officers. 
But Alas! here lies one great public Scourge and Burden, 
which invariably promotes the Increaſe of the Poor-tax. One 
very rarely finds Townſhips unanimous about public Concerns. 
What is propoſed. by ſame, is generally counteracted by others; 


and after the Subject has been put into various Shapes, and a 


great deal of Pariſh Oratory ſpent upon it, it centres in this: 
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| dren, (excluſive of their + Education) « at the 


that one Perſon is elected Overſeer, famous for having the Repu- 
tation of what they term, a © /aving Man.” This Opinion com- 
| monly has a Majority in its Favour, that he is the beſt Overſcer, 
who faves more of the uſual Aſſeſſments, than his Predeceſſors. 
When this proves to be the Caſe, they are not.very ſcrupulouſly 
ſolicitous to know how it was done. Whether, by withholding 
where the People live at a conſiderable. Diſtance from a Magi. 
rate) ſo far as they can, Supplies neceflary to the Exiſtence of 
large, exigent Families; whether by procuring ſuch an inſuffi. 
_ cient, or unwholeſome Quantity of Proviſions for them in the 
Work-houſe ; or, in other Reſpects, to ſuffer their Accommoda- 

tions there to be ſo uncomfortable and ſevere, as to terrify them 
_ From a Reſidence in it; or whether they adopt that illegal and 
inhuman Practice of indirectly diſpoſing of unhappy Women, 
by hiring Wretches, belonging to other Pariſhes, to marry them. 
Theſe, and innumerable other Methods are too frequently prac. 
tiſed, both to the Diſgrace, and to the general Injury of the 
Community. And it 1s truly to be lamented how little the Gene- 
rality of Mankind conſider the Qualifications, which a _ 
| Overſeer of the Poor ought to poſſeſs. : 

People are always complaining of the Burden of 8 * 
vir very few Townſhips take the proper Methods which are beſt 
calculated to decreaſe them. I am perfectly convinced, that were 
the Children of the Poor aniver/ally educated in true Principles 
of Honeſty, Induſtry, and Sobriety ; were their Parents inceſ- 
fantly exhorted to be prudent in the Management of their Earn- 
ings, and every poſſible Attention paid to their Health, their Con- 
venience, their Morals and Manners ; and were young Perſons 
bred up in a juſt Senſe of Decency and Modeſty, and lewd and 

e Perſons as reſtrained and e the Poor- 


rates 
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found . of acting up to ſuch a Pitch 
of Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, the Laws of 
England have provided ſuch excellent Re- 
medies for their Correction and Puniſhment, 
as, by being duly inflicted, would ſeldom fail 
of Succeſs in compelling them to Obedience 
and Duty. But I have proved from Experi- 
*ence, that the very general Part of the Poor, 
by this generous Conduct towards them, 
would exert their very beſt Endeavours to 
make due Returns and Recompence. They 
will be induced to forſake their former Habits 
of Indolence and Licentiouſneſs. They will 
ſep into the honourable Path of Induſtry. 
And the comfortable Proviſion made for them, 
will naturally excite in them a feeling and 
grateful Senſe of the high Obligations they are _ 
under, both to God and their Benefactors. | 
mn”, et + 


rates would gradually. lower. and Uiminilh ; mtu 1 by 
Perſeverance and Aſſiduity in theſe Modes of Reformation, might 
come to be annihilated, and done away. 

Will any credit the Aſſertion, that where the Poor-rates annu- 
ally amount from three, to eight and nine Shillings in the Pound, 
where there is ſuch an alarming Depreciation in real Property, 
that notwithſtanding, all proper Methods and Precautions are uſed 
to prevent ſuch Increaſe, and Amount? He that is able to believe 
it, let him believe it. I confeſs it cannot make a Part of my 3 
Creed, unleſs in ſome very extraordinary Exigencies and Occa- - | 
ons, which cannot be brought under any general Rule. TE: 
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The little Notice too often taken of che 
2 "vi by thoſe who. daily riſe by their In- 
duſtry, prompts and excites them to be ſtub- 
born, diſreſpectful, and impertinent. Nothing 
betrays a greater Degree of Pride, Arrogance, 
and Foppery, than that of exhibiting a general 
Neglect and Contempt of honeſt and valuable 
Dependants. Such Perſons ſeldom know the 
worth of good Servants, until fad Experience 
has taught them the Miſchief of bad Ones. 
Inferiours, bound to our Services by the Cords 
of Affection, Reſpect, and Duty, will always 
be anxious for our Proſperity and Happineſs. 
Enlarge their Underſtandings, encourage and 
reward their Induſtry and Merit, and they will 
gradually unfold that Generoſity of Diſpoſition 
ſo peculiar to their Country, will labour ear- 
neſtly to pleaſe, and to excel, and will deſpiſe 
and become aſhamed of F aud, Dihoneſty, 
and baſe Actions. 
Whatever Objections may "bs; 110 to an 
univerſal Plan of ſound and religious Educa- 
tion, upon the. cooleſt Reflection, I am far 
from thinking it impracticable. It would; at 
_ preſent, add little to the common Burden 
of Poor- rates; and, by inceſſantly ſtriking at 
what originates and cheriſhes them, would gra- 
* 5 5 _ Gually 


eee Rs forced; dt 


; 3 decreaſe, and finally, perhaps, aboliſh 
them. Simple and plain as the Plan is, its 
Conſequences would prove very wide and valu- 
able. It would diffuſe a moſt ſalutary Influ- 
ence over the Minds of the riſing Generation. 
It would reſcue them from Ignorance and Bar- 
barity, from Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt 
of God's Word and Ordinances. It would in- 
ſpire them with Honour, Honeſty, Induſtry, 
Courage, A Love of their Neighbours, their 
Country, their God. It would be highly pro- 
pitious to the Commerce, the Manufactures, 
the Intereſts, the Opulence of this Kingdom. 
It would give us Authority, Dignity, and Con- 
ſequence in the Eye of the whole World. 
And, what is preferable to all, it might render 
us the peculiar Favourites of Heaven; enable 
us, once more, to judge among the Na- 
tions, and to “rebuke many People . 
| . Innumerable are the Benefits and Bleſſings, I 
am indubitately convinced, which an univer/al 
Infuſion of religious Knowledge, and Rectitude 
of Principle, would produce among us. 
Permit me, then, to requeſt, that thoſe, 
who are ſtored with the Riches and good 
Things . of the preſent Life, will conde- 


ſcend 


„I. ü. 4 Þ Lu. xvi. 25. 


fs to alk 
F a ther a nobler Subject can be propoſe 
Conſide on, or can offer a fairer Proſpect of 
5 gratifying their beſt Hopes and Expectations 
upon the Trial of inculcating Induſtry and 
Reformation, than that of the indigent, unen- 
- * lightened Part of their own Species? Is the 
_ - fancied Gentleman, or the Man of Piſgation 


then: 8 this Queſtion; whe- 


and Pleaſure ſo far faſcinated as to imagine, 


that any Part of the animal Creation ſhould be 
preferred in his Care and Attention, to the 


rational, percipient Part; to what is the nobleſt 


Work of God, and capable of performing the 
beſt Services to Men. Numbers among us have 


ranſacked both Art and Nature in purſuing the 


dasling Views of Happineſs and Satisfaction. 


Thoſe who are ſtill eager. in the Purſuit, and 
cannot expect to make any new Diſcoveries and 


Attainments upon further Trials, we muſt then 
conclude, that they have no Reaſon to boaſt 
of theſe Experiments. Let them, therefore, 


turn their Talents and their Attention to a 


ſolid and ſubſtantial Object; let them affiſt, 
encourage, and protect what principally con- 


ſtitutes and preſeryes the Nerves and Sinews of 
the Britiſh State, the /abouring Poor. Inſtead 
of conſuming al their Time in Gaiety, Faſhion 

| ib. EE and 


to their . 
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and Amuſements; inſtead of leviming ve 
Day in a fruiileſs Admiration of the Charms of 
their Perſons, the Elegance of their Dreſs, | of 
the Grandeur of their Apartments, let hem 


| ſometimes retroſpect on the Ignorance, the Miz 
ſery, the Wants and Indigences of that'moſt . 
: uſeful Body of Men, without whoſe Support, ” 


they, (with all their AMuefice) could not 
long comfortably exiſt. If they” have any PO 
[Ulteneſs and Delicacy of Manners to ſpare, let 
E them, at leaſt, diffuſe ſuch a Degree of theſe 
miable Qualities among the Community, as 
may inſpire them with the Sentiments of De- 
cency and Modeſty; ſo much as may guard 
the unwary Youth againſt the Wiles and Al 
lurements of the Harlot, and fence and protect 
virgin Innocence againſt the ſpecious and diſſi- 
mulative Attempts of Seducers. If their Ta- 
lents and Abilities are ſuperiour to others, let 
their kind and chearing Rays beam forth and : 
_ enlighten thoſe who'< ſit in Darkneſs”. n= 
them adminiſter that Light to their poor, 
fellow reatures, which can neither dim nor 
diminiſh their own. To thoſe, indeed; who, by 
inveterate Habits of Indolenee and Effeminacy, 
have funk beneath the Dignity*of Manhood, 
I. and unfitted themſelves for the ſpirited At- 
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tempts of warlike Exploits and Achievements, 
let them, in this Caſe, afſume.@ mock and 
_ hypocritical Courage. What they have not 
Bravery for, ſufficient to engage in themſelves, 
let them praiſe and extol to the Community. 
Let them preach the Doctrine of Magnanimity 
and Valour, of ardent Love for our King and 
our Country, and the Willingneſs with which 
they ought, on all Occaſions, to ſtand forth in 
the Defence of * Liberties, „Reli pou, and 
„ „„ | 
But whether the 8 may be . 
fited by the Advice of the Sons of Effeminacy 
or not; let it be the Buſineſs of good and uſeful 
Subjects to znge, and beſtow ſome Part of their 
Time, their Talents, and their Fortunes, in 
generouſly diffuſing the Bleſſings they enjoy 
around them. Let them ſupport, encourage, 
adviſe, and protect the lower Claſſes of Man- 
kind, who, notwithſtanding all the Ignorance 
and Inconveniences they have laboured under; 
yet, for many Ages, by their Bravery, Gene- 
roſity, Indefatigableneſs and Perſeverance, have 
proved themſelves the Sting and Terror of Na- 
tions, and the Surprize and Admiration of the 
whole World. Let us, in "ſhort, all try, if 
e's are not the beſt Methods to recall our. 


. | 223062 national 


dielineated ani enforced, = 35 


- Greatneſs; if theſe are not the ſafeſt 
and ſureſt Expedients we can deviſe, to bring 
back upon us the Arcadian Days , when every 
Man in Peace and Tranquility, ſhall * eat the 
* Fruit of his own Vine and Fig-tree, and 
drink the Waters of his own Ciſtern T. 
| What was once the Sentiment of a great and 

good King, will then be proved and exempli- 
fied among us, that Righteouſneſs. exalteth 
„ Nation, but Sin is a Reproach to any 
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"3: « Luxury no political Evil, but demonſtratively proved to be neceſſary 
| to the Preſervation and Proſperity of States.” 
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OBSERVATIONS ON A FAMPULET En- 
11rd LUXURY No POLITI- | 
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O ME Time paſt, I accidentally peruſed a 
Pamphlet * which particularly attracted 
my Attention, both from the Novelty of its 
Title, and the Peculiarity of its Contents. Its 
Title is, © Luxury no political Evil, but de- 
% monſtratively proved to be neceſſary to the 
Preſervation and Proſperity of States. The 
Contents all along coincide with the Title; 
warmly recommending Luxury, as the prin- 
cipal Source from whence our Commerce, Ex- 
tent of Empire, Riches, Plenty, and public 
Happineſs +” muſt be drawn and derived. 
The Author previouſly informs us, that · he 
is indebted for much of the Reaſoning in this 
* Tract to a French Treatiſe, publiſhed ſome' 
* Years ſince in Paris. This, then, implies, 
that /ome of the Reaſoning is his own; and 


D 4 every 
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every throt es hk he: has 8 
| refified his A pprobation of the whole. In an 
e, when both Art and Nature ſeem almoſt 
exhauſted. by the varied, ingenious Inyention- 


of new Luxuries; and are tortured, ranſacked, 


and plundered on every fide, in order to create 
new Appetites and Deſires, one would ima- 


8 hat there had been no need for another 
'Pablication on this Subject. That which, Day 


by Day, Multitudes greedily embrace, to the 


Ruin of themſelves and others, requires not, 1 
conceive, the Pen of Encouragement. And I 


hope the more rational Part of Mankind will 
' aceord with me in Opinion, that however im- 
portant this Authors Ideas of free Luxury, 
too much unknown till now *,” may be; he 
might have been excuſed, if he had ſuffered this 


Treatiſe to go to the Improvement of French | 


Policy, and French Mangers. Perhaps had the 
Introduction of it, along with other Produc- 
tions which originated in the ſame Domini- 
ons, been prohibited the Uſe of among Briti/h 
Subjects, neither the Proſperity of our Coun- 
"We" nor the n of our Religion and Mo- 

. 5 85 rality, 
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ſervations for ſome: Time, before he plainly 
informs us, what his Idea or Definition of 


Luxury is. At Length he remarks, that the 
Savage who ufes a Bow, has already ſtept 


< over the firſt Boundaries of his Nature“ 
This Bow is a © Species of Luxury, as are 


„ Shoes and Stockings +, Cabbins 4, Huts; 
and every Accommodation and Contrivance 


againſt the Intemperature of the Seaſons : In 
Fact, every Thing which, he ſuppoſes, is not 


c immediately neceflary to Exiftence ||.” Whe- 


ther the Savage could really exiſt without his 

Bow, when the Neceſſaries of Life might prin- 
cipally, if not ſolely depend upon his Ute of it; 
or the Inhabitants of various Climates live 
without taking proper Precaution and Defence 


againſt fuch Accidents and Variegations of Sea= 
ſons and Things, as are known to occur in their 
reſpective i Countries, may | probably, be con- 
jectural and dubious. Theſe Attempts, how- 


ever, prove, that Men immediately become 
ſenſible of the general Utility, Convenience, 
F. 10 f P. 13. {P. uu,  JÞ. an. 
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py Safety: which -they may acquire by the 
| Means of rational Invention and Contrivance. 
Men's firſt Attempts make them ſenſible of 
Want of Union with others *; and thus 
Societies, and collective Bodies of Men emerge 
tom a State of Infancy and Imbecillity. For, 
by aſpiring after intellectual Inveſtigation, they 
gradually acquire Methods of ſupplying their 
Wants and their Conveniences. And, by the 
wiſe Exertion and Application of Individuals, 
under juſt and reaſonable Governments, they 
augment, invigorate, and ſtrengthen, until 
they grow up to Manhood and Perfection. 
In this Senſe and Degree, then, in which 
this Author has conſidered what he defines 
Luxury; it is not only admib/e, but abſolutely 
xeceſſary for the Growth and Increaſe of all 
Societies and States: Provided, that in national, 
as in human Infancy, Nothing be adminiſtered 
for its Support, but what nurtures and che- 
riſhes 43 and what is perfectly free from every 
baſe, and adulterated Mixture, which might be 
calculated to injure its Health, and e its 
| Increaſe and elne, 


dei Cor. lis. 


entituled, Luxury no political Evil. 43 
But, I apprehend, it will be expedient for 


Benefit and Advantage to a Society, or a State? 
Let us ſuppoſe a Society of Men, who had 


Government, ſhould fix their Reſidence in an 
_ uninhabited, uncultivated Country, which 
from its Nature, Extent, and Situation, is 
capable of the higheſt Improvements both as 
to Neceſſaries, and as to Luxuries. 

They firſt ſecure Neceſſaries for their Preſer- 


vation and Subſiſtence. They fence againſt the 
Intemperature of Seaſons, and the various Caſu- 


alties incident to their Situation. They plant, 
ſow, reap, build Villages and Cities, and 
extend and diſſeminate the Produce of their 


Agriculture all around them. By Labour and 


Aſſiduity after uſeful Acquiſition; by a perma- 


nent Attention to Trade, Commerce, and the 
Improvement of Arts, and Sciences, they open 


a beneficial, and mutual Intercourſe with diſ- 
tant, and foreign Nations. And by gradual 
Proſperity and Succeſs in proper and expedient 


Enterprizes, they obtain ſuch a juſt Balance 


of Power, Dignity, Authority, and Opulence, 
85 8 e 


us to conſider the Nature and Extent of Lux- ; 
ury : How far, and in what Degrees, Luxury 
can impartially be allowed of real, intrinfic 


been the ſubjects of a wiſe. and Chriſtian 
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fervations on a Pamp 
ce only, as the Conus | 


ation, — and demand. ee e 
But, along with ah, as a Chiriſtian _ + 
the Church has a competent of th 
Attention. Convinced chat true Religion and 
ſdund Policy are mutually and inſeparably the 
genuine Aſſiſtants and Supporters of each other, 
they intermix and unite them, and diſpence to 
each its proper Shar of Dominion and Inffu- 
ence. Religion, therefore, is not only eſtab- 
liſhed among them, and ratified by ſufficient 
Authority, but is alſo (under the Fear and Pe- 
nalty of the faid Authority) obliged to be duly 
exemplified and put in Practice. He, © whoſe 
Kingdom ruleth over all, the Lord of Hoſts *, 
is continually ſet before them; conſidered as 
their ſupteme Governour and Protector; fer- 
n and devoutly applied to for his Bleffing 
and Guidance; and thanked for his Care, and his | 
| Mercies. Hence, both their political and their 
mura Government, thus wiſely and judiciouſſy 
connected, lead them into juſt Plans and Iyſti- 
| tutions for the 1 ainment of Excellence, Dig- 
| FFF P}> 
4 .. 88 


n both 


 nitys, * Greatnes 0 bene They 
taſte and enjoy thoſ wy 


Degree, which their Religion probibts not the 


innocent Uſe of; and fo ſur as they have an 
pproach or Tendency to their Eaſe, Accom 

modation, Splendor, Dignity; P Pow 
and Authority. Beyond theſe Bounds they ſtrive 


not to ſtep, being convinced that in ſome Re- 
ſpect or other, a Permiſſion of ſuch Luxuries as 
may contribute to injure one or more Indivi- 


duals in a State, may, by Parity of ene 
njure the whole, collective Body . | 
But then, ho is this Boundary of: . | 


to be preſcribed? Where will you draw the 
Line? How will you determine it for every 
** Claſs of Men, and for evety Janos in 


<« each Claſs ? 100 
It is to be ſure, not e chi to diſtin 
guiſh nicely, what Things are, or are not, of 


ſome rational Uſe, Convenience, Aſſiſtance, or 
lawful Pleaſure and Amuſement to. Men in all 
the varied Situations and Circumſtances of Life. 


tity a peculiar Humour, Diſpoſition, or In- 


N which OY has no Tendency. 


either 
Mm See Ty Cor. ul 6% 27. f p. 74. f 
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ferent ome innocent, ney dans ohh their 
_ _ Situations, in this: they may, © perhaps, be 
allowed a ſparing Indulgence. But there is not, 
in the leaſt, any Ncceſſity for ſuch a Diſtinc-- 
tion. Every Man, who underſtands his Re- 
 Hgion, and has the Uſe of his Reaſon, may, 
by them,” determine for himſelf, what Luxuries 
or Indulgences are improper, becauſe they are 
forbidden by the higheſt Authority. Every Man 
muſt know, that when his Deſires are not 
limited by ſome eſtabliſhed Syſtem of Equity, 


Moderation, and Prudence, not only his Mo- 


rals, but his Circumſtances may. be ruined; 
and Numbers of his fellow Creatures, in both 


Reſpects, may feel the Laſh of his Miſconduct. 


It is confeſſed, however, that when Lux- 
© ury is diſproportioned to a Man's Fortune, it 
s is certainly blameable; but then ' the Body 
* politic receives no Injury from this, but only 
* the Individual himſelf .. That is, his Poſ- 
ſeſſions are only transferred to others; and 

_ Government conſequently receives no Check 

in its uſual Supplies from the Imprudence of 


ne 7 3 g to the Arguments of 
e human 
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| Gumen Policy, totally inconnected with any 
Conſiderations of the Government of God over 
the Affairs of this World, this Doctrine would 
apparently be true; but whether it has hitherto 
promoted the Proſperity of Kingdoms and 


States, or aſſiſted in their Ruin and „ 


remains to be faithfully examined. 
For we may lay this down as a certain Truth, 


an hben Individuals run into ſuch Luxuries 
as are pernicious and hurtful to themſelves, 


and exceed the Bounds of Reaſon, Moderation, 


and Religion; from that Moment irregular 
Appetites, and Wiſhes for Things beyond their 


Station and Circumſtances will commence. 
And Deſires thus ungoverned will ſtop at no 
Reſtraint or Barrier, until they ſink into 
Nothing, by the Deficiency of their own 
Powers and Influence. When theſe deſires 


become great and general, the Vices they beget 


muſt become great and general alſo. Pride, 
Rapine, Oppreſſion, the Envy and Admiration 
of the Great; the Luſt after their Authority 
and their Stations, Venality, and Corruption, 
all, by Degrees, germinate, and grow to Ma- 
turity. The Property of Men is haſtily tranſ- 
ferred from one Man to another, for Want of 
Probity and Diſintereſtedneſs. A quick Variety 
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tions, u 


the Vitals of a rad being 8 
declines. into o Weakneſs and Lafirade; === 


this Author, 
„that Lux 


All this, 3 55 den 
He obſerves, this „ ic has A al 


c ury renders Men venal, robs: them of their 


public Spirit, and diſpoſes them to become 
Slaves *. That Luxury is charged with 
by corrupting the Manners, degrading the Soul, 
<Rifling of Virtue; deger nerating the human 
Species, introducing a thouſand Vices, and, 
by ſuch Effects, working the Ruin of 
States T. Thoſe who have made theſe Aﬀer- 
doubtedly, would expect, that ſome 
fair and candid/ Proofs ſhould” have been ad- 
duced to invalidate them, either from Experi- 
ence, or fromthe faithful and credible Page of 
Hiſtory. | Here, however, they would find 
little, beſides vague, and bold Aſſertions, 
without any Proof. All is anſwered at once 
with, [42 this ey 4. 5 e e . 


; '+P. 60. = tp 27. 
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entituled, Luxury no political Evil. 49 


this Negative he refutes the greateſt, Part of 
what Obſervation and Experience have tau ght 
us to be plain Facts, from the earlieſt Periods 
of Time. He immediately adds, . Men never 
« ſell themſelves, but when there are proper 
cs . Purchaſers.” For this they haveno Occaſion: 
: When Luxuries, irc gular and ungoverned 
Appetites, reduce Men to the Condition and 
Level of Slavery, they muſt, by N 
become F ; 
"By examining the old 1 8 we may 
©. the moſt incontrovertible Proofs. of the 
baneful Effects which Luxury hath produced 
in. very diſtant Ages, and on a. N of Oc- 
caſions. 1 a | 
1 The Fe rk of Cutan. were finally 
3 and deſtroyed by thoſe dtrocious Vices, 
which originated in their Luxury. They had 
the Means and Opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with the Knowledge of the one true. 
God, and with.the Religion of Abraham; but 
this they rejected, and gradually fell into the 
Commiſſion of the moſt flagitious Crimes. As 
it is with Individuals, fo it is with Nations; 
each grow worſe by Degrees, . in Proportion as 
one Appetite increaſes another, and one Sin 
| begets another. The Judgments af God, in 
E ” | bis 
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4: is Deſtruction of 
the Cities of the Plain, ſeem to have had no 


ſalutary Effect upon · the reſt of the Canaanites. 
They ſtill kept filling up the Meaſure of 


9 frvations on'a ; Pamphlet. 


dom and Gomorrah, an 


their Iniquities *; and God, in thoſe infinite 
Mercies (which 1 hath all along hitherto ex- 
tended to other wicked Nations) bore with them 
« till their Iniquities were full +.” And when 
this Period arrived, the Iſraelites, under the 
Command of Joſhua, attacked them, ſle wa great 
Number of their Kings, took Poſſeſſion of their 
Land, and, in Proceſs of Time, ſabjugated, 
and made them Tributaries T. Ar the Time 
of this Conqueſt, the Canaanites were ex- 
ceeding rich and populous Nations. The Fer- 
hy of their n md the Strength and 
„ © ; Magnitude 
9: 1 9535 et alibi. + Gen. „„ 
* As for all the People that were left of the Hittites, and the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebuſites, 


which were not of Ifrael ; but of their Children who were leſt 


- after them in the Land,” whom the Children of Iſrael conſumed 
not; them did Solomon make to pay Tribute until this Day. 
But of the Children of Iſrael did Solomon make no Servants for his 
Work: but they were Men of War, and chief of his Captains, 
and Captains of his Chariots and Horſemen, 2 Chron. viii. 7, 8, 9. 
And Joſhua made (the Gibeonites) that Day, Hewers of Wood, 


and Drawers of water, for the Congregation, and for the Altar 


of the Lord, even unto this Day, in the Place which he ſhould 
chuſe 12 ix. e Xl. 31; and 1 Chron. xx. ici. 


. * # : 

* 1 * 8 dy 1 * 

„„ OW” 4. r NS 
- ” was 13 8 
2 __ $f ron * * a 
*. 8 28 £ I 
*”a 3 "gd 8 * 
= \ At 2 hd 


32 "IE 4 5 Fa . 
* 
Es. * 


D on AG to ee ee eee e ee, eee 


entitled; U tracy nd Ate ; 5 15 ok 1 


Magnitude of their Cities are copiouſſy de- 
ſcribed in various Parts of their Hiſtory. And 
9 neither their Riches, nor Popularity, their 


hariots, nor 


Skill nor Proweſt 8, their Cities, 
Horſemen, could preſerve them from Deſtruc- 


tion. When their Vices had completely ſub- 


Joes them, their Authority, Liberty, Poſſeſ- 


ſions and Lives, bocams the 8 and e 5 


of others. 


Nor was it at all Wan thy were coat | 


peculiar People, that the Jews made ſo com- 


plete a Conqueſt of the Land of Canaan. For 
God would have driven them out in the very 
| fame Manner for commiting the like flagitious 
Crimes &, as he aſterwards did, when he ſuf- 


fered them to be deported into Babylon. For 
„ the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations did the 
Lord drive them out +.” And the fame Me- 
thods of Dealing with Mankind hath he uſed 


among all Nations to this Day, thou gh not, 
perhaps, fo clearly and manifeſtly, as to be 


always fitted to our imperfect Conceptions of 
Things, or reſolvable by our narrow Under- 

ſtandings and Judgments. 
2 But let us deduce another e FRY 
the ey of theſe ſame People, the Jews; 
fn Wig fn eos and 


Lev. xviii. 24, &c. Deut. ir. 5, 6. F Deut. ix. 1 
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1 5 52 6 | Ohjervations 0 on 4 n 
0 then aſk ourſelves, * Whether "OUR does 
Tr not introduce N and rob men of their | 
public Spirit? | 
The Jewiſh State, in the igheſ Period of 
its Wealth and Luxury, in the Reign of So- 
„„ lomon, was heavily oppreſſed with what, pro-: 
bdbdbdbably, was called, the neceſſary Exigeneies of 
Es _ Government, It is evident, that this King, 
in Order to ſupport irrational. and pernicious 
Luxuries, had onerated his Subjects with inju- 
dicious and illegal Taxes, even in the Height 
of all his Power, Riches, and Proſperity. 
When all Iſrael came to Shechem to make his 
Son Rehoboam, Kin gs they came reſolved to 
_ petition for a Redreſs of thoſe Grievances. Thy 
F alber, ſaid the Aſſembly, made our Yoke grie- 
vous; no therefore make the grievous Service 
of thy Father, and this heavy Yoke which he put 
upon us, lighter, and we will ſerve thee. Reho- 
boam had been bred up amidſt all the luxurious 
Splendour and extravagant Magnificence of his 
P.aather's Court, and in the Society of gay, am- 
_.*, bitious, diſſipated, and inexperienced Sycho- 
5 phants, who were unable to aſſiſt him with 
prudent and ſalutary Advice; ; Who fluttered | 
round him for intereſted and mercenary De- | 
5 figns; who were e the Inſtruments and Aſſiſtants | 
of | 
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of his. Pride, Arrogancy, and Avarice; ; and 
fired at the Idea, that there ſhould be any De- 
duction made from thoſe Revenues, which they 
Had ſo fair a Proſpect of engrofling, and divid= 
ing among themſelves. His Father's late Mini- 
ſters, old, and experienced in the Government 
of the State, and in the Principles of ſound 
Policy, counſelled him to give his Subjects a 
gracious Reception, and to grant a ready Com- 
pliance to their Requeſt; aſſuring him, that 
ſuch a Conduct would bind them in the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Love and Allegiance to him, and make 
them his Servants for ever. Heedleſs of this 
weighty and judicious Advice, naturaliy does 
he recur to his Aſſociates for their Opinions 
and Counſel; and they, ignorant and regard- 
leſs of the Conſequences, and in ſuch a Way as 
might naturally be expected from them, per- 
ſuaded the King to puniſh them for this highly 
ſuppoſed Inſolence, by inflicting upon them 
heavier Impoſitions. To this hapleſs Advice, 
dictated by the Companions of his Follies, and 
ſuited to his own Weakneſs and Improvidence, 
he agreed. My Father, ſays he, did Jade You 
with a heavy Yoke, and T will add to your Yoke; 
my Father hath chaſtized you with Whips, but 
[ will chaſtize your with Scorpions. Fired with 
E 3 lait 
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| Indignation at this hau 


Heede; co opera bY With 
his venal and mertenary Cour 
ters, ever after reduce 
for reinſtate him in his aficeſ 


and Miniſ: 


The Cauſe tas "rn be L 28 Jut'P Panich- | 


ag; 1 was 1e * hw 50 lis el Ah ; 
1: rian Empire. In Seripture it is Stiled, 4 great, 


an exceeding great City, of three Days Jour- 


„ ney +.” And, like the Inhabitants of other 
great Cities, che more it abounded in Riches | 
the further it ſunk into Effemi- 


and Luxut 
1 555 Debauchfry, and 4 5 77995 5 


3 Wh 


* The Ahle f. "this aicnicritle Fn 1 Aeration. in the 


eich State, is elegantly recorded i in 1 Kings, 1 xii; and in 
2 Chron. Chaps. & ie 

The common Scripture Phraſe, in 5 Original * Aa City e great 
t God” mona -u Heb. wok peyann Tw dre. Sept. Deo 


magna civitas. Jonah i. 2. Do, iii. 2, 3. So is Moſes called 
ge- tw do, fair to God, or exceeding fair, Acts vii. 20. Ce- 
dars of God, or exceeding tall Cedars, Pf. Ixxx. 10. Mountains of 


God, or exceeding | high Mountains, Pl. xxxvi. 6. Nineveh 
. was about 60 Miles i in Circumference, and contained upwards of 
600,000 Perſons, if we allow the Children of any Place to de 2 
— fifth Part of the Inhabitants. "Hae 48 iv. 11. 
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them to their ebe 0 
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pended for a while from falling upon this ini- 
quitous City and Kingdom, becauſe they (re: 


pented at the Preaching of Jonah . But this 
Repentance of theirs could not poſſibly be of 

any very long Continuance. For it is probable . 
that this City was deſtroyed al about forty years 
after Jonah's Miſſion to them 4. But at what 
ever Period its Deſtruction happened, it is 
ty certain that it was effected by the joint 

F orces of Cyaxares King of the Medes, and 
Nabuchodonoſor King of the Babylonions f. 
Notwithſtanding that this was the capital City 
of a great Empire. Notwithſtanding it con- 
tained ſo men; ane Inhabjeagtes, had 


E 


1. ad fathick that hide Chariots ee nad 
upon them; had fifteen hundred Towers-fixed 
at proper Diſtances upon theſe Walls, eachof 

Which were two hundred Feet high: All 

their Riches, Power, and Magnificence were 

inſufficient to preſerve them from the com- 

pleteſt Deſtruction. A vain Dependance upon 
the Strength of their Situation, lulled them into 
8 Inattention and Negligence to IR | 

| E +; A me; 


* Lu. xi. 32. + + Jon. iii, 4. ü See Tobit xiv. 15. 
| Diod. Sic. Lib. 2. P. 65. | a 
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n 
_ ripe for the Harveſt of divine Vengesheg: Such 
2 Harmony and Connection is there found be- 
tween he" en mn and prophane Hiſtory ; 
ſo ine 
of God. . TH 3 


vigorous Wan of Wer 
ies. And, in a Moment of univerſal vo- 


: iuptoouſncls they were deprived of their Poſ- | 


ſeſſions and their Empire. While they were 


te folden together as Thorns, and While they 


| drunken as Drunkards, they were de- 
eck as Stubble fully dry æ; as a Nation 


18 the Ar of the Word 


Tg. Much Meer the ſinks dance ane i 


. very concomitant Circumſtances, was Babylon 


ards deſtroyed; jig City as ancient, if 


not more ancient, than Nineveh +; and, 2 
poſſible, much better fortified, having brazen 


Gates, and ſtill higher and broader Walls. The 


immenſe Riches, M ight, and Magnificence of 
this great City, could only be equalled by its 


Effeminacy, Luxury, and Debauchery. Having 


been an Enemy to the People of God an In- 
ſtrument i in his Hand to puniſh them for their 


. as rel as d e +; it fell a Prey 


: * | ; 1 10 
+ ®*Nahum i. 10. + See Gen. x. 10. | 
t Ten of the Tribes of Iſrael were carried Captives into the 
Aſfyrian Empire, about A. C. 721; and the remaining two 
Tribes | into the On 1 about A. C. 606. 
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57 


to the Medes and Perſians under the e k 


.. of russ. W 
Vanity than any ot 


gine, this might boaſt, in the Words of the 


ith great Probability, and leſs 
FOE City, one would ĩima- 


Prophet: I ſhall be a Lady for ever; I am and 


none elſe beſide me; I ſhall not fit as a Wis 


dow, neither ſhall I know the Loſs of Chil- 


* dren +.” Vet two Things came upon her 


in one Day, the Loſs of Children, and 
1 the City was taken in the 


1 Widowhooc 


Night of a great annual Feſtival, while the In- | 


habitants were dancing, drinking, and revel- 
ling; and amazing Nane of both Sexes 
were put to Death. . 

5. And the Conqueſt of Babylon by Cyrus 
„ very much towards haſtening the 


nen a the TREO ny tare The Baby- 
lonians 


Although this famous City was fituated in a plain, yet, on 
Account of the Height of its Towers and Palaces, it is ſtiled a 
Mountain in Scripture, Jer. li. 25. It was built a perfect Square, 
and had 100 Gates, 25 on each side, all made of ſolid Braſs. 
Herod, Lib. 1. Cap, 179, and Ifa. xlv. 2. Its Walls are faid 
to have been 350 Feet high, and 87 Feet thick; and fix Chariots 
uſually went a Breaſt upon them. Herod. Ibid: and Jer. Ii. 58. 
So completely were both theſe mighty Cities deſtroyed, that, at 


preſent, it is extremely difficult to deſcribe their Situation, or diſ- 


cover their Ruins. 
human Grandeur! 

+ Ifa. xlvii. 7, 8. 
Cap. 191. 


So vain and fleeting are all the Monuments of 
+ Iſa. xlvii. 9 - || Herod. Lib. r. 
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tors, until, af; all Pena: upon E. th, they 
| becam the moſt addicted to Luxury and Sen- 
aal ity *; and military cee a8 night 
peed, being veglected among fl 


en, ignorant of A The Deſcription of 
Mi q ont theix eres. or vader coal mg ＋. to 
o 0 4b "Bangle 


. i 5 Ds. Newton's "HEY Vol. 2. P. 0862 | 
5% Th The Subſtance of it is this . The Fire called, Anon: which 

$$ wuoas carried upon Altars of Silver. 30 5 young Boys cloathed in 

3 2 1 + BY 1 | purple Robes. - The Chariot of Jupiter drawn by white Horſes. 

HH © 22 Chariots wrought.over, with Gold and Silver: A Body of 

7 | N | "Cavalry compoſed of Men of twelve different Nations. Another 

1 1 7 5 Body of Cavalry, called the Immortal, amounting to 10,000, dreſ- 
+. To ed in Robes of Cloth ef Gold. The Relations of the King, moſt- 

1 1 ſumptuouſly dreſſed, to the Number of 15,000. The Doriphori, 

or Body Guards of the King, in the moſt coſtly and effeminate 
Habits. The King's Chariot, adorned with Images of the Gods, 
and two Statues, one of War, the other of Peace, placed in the 

| mi dle of the Yoke, and ornamented vvith precious ſtones; the. 

ow theſe ſtatues, was an Eagle of Gold, with his wings 

| extended. The King appeared on this Chariot, dreſſed in the 
higheſt Magnificence, , prone with a en of- Gold, hence de- 
+ pended 


OP 


. Men wal. 05 fall into, . once . 
Spiendor, Riches, Power, acy, and 


- eee 4 have taken Poſteſfion- of their | 


the W Nord; was fubdued by comparatively a an 
inconſiderable Number of Macedonians, who 


pended his Scimitar, having his Head adorned: with a Tiara, 
ſarmounted with a Crown of blue and white. On each fide of 
him marched 200 of his Relations. He was followed by 10,000 
Spearmen. His rear yas compoſed of $0,000 Foot, Next fol- 
lowed a Chariot with Syſigambis, the Mother of Darius, accom- 
panied with his Wife. Fifteen large Chariots bearing the King's 


Children, with their Governors and Eunuchs, and 360 of his 


Concubines. 600 Mules, and 300 Waggons loaded with Money. 
The Wives of the Officers of State all mounted on Chariots. The 
Proceſſion was cloſed by Companies of light- armed Troops. Q. 
Curt. Lib. 2. Cap. iii. Valeat res ludicra! After this Deſcrip- 
tion, the Hiſtorian immediately adds: Contra, ſi quis aciem 
Macedonum intueretur, diſpar acies erat, equis viriſꝗ; non aurea, 
non diſcolori veſte, ſed ferro atq; ære fulgentibus. Agmen & 


are paratum, & equi, nec turba, nec ſarcinis prægrave; in- 


tentum ad ducis non ſignum modo, ſed etiam nutum. Et caſtris 


locus, & exercitui commeatus e Ergò Alexandro in 
acie miles non defuit, 


Fl 
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2 the 5 ſelves for n and Do- 
minion by an inflexible Aſſiduity, Parſimony, 
and Sobriety; and were poſſeſſed of that Perſe- 
verance, and Magnanimity, that Fortitude and 
Bravery, which conſtitute real and well diſci- 
plined Warriors. For it ever has, and ever will 
be a Fact, that when Perſons are debilited*by 
Effeminacy and Voluptuouſneſs, and have their | 
Minds corrupted by groſs Adulation, and vici- 
aus Deſires; their Enterprizes will generally 
want Spirit and e and or Reſolutions | 
Wiſdom and Policy. . 
6. This Author, ee b has” 2" | 
taken to correct a great deal of Hiſtory 1 in a 
very few Words, ref; pecting what was the 
' Cauſe of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. He obſerves, that * it has often been 
*© ſaid, that . of Manners overthrew _ 
the Roman Power; and then he adds, 
s and it has been very andy faid®.” What 
an almoſt innumerable Multitude, then, of 
both antient and modern Authors, have ſpo- 
ken very wantony? Men of the higheſt Learn- 
ing and Abilities, and of the niceſt Inveſti- 
= 1555 ee into the Policy and Govern- 
ment 


. p. 1 SER 


— . * ö 
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ment of Nations, have united in Opinion, that 
a Corruption of Manners, derived from Luxury, 
greatly contributed to deſtroy the Roman State. 

One Author concludes thus: Such was the 

End of this great Empire, that had con- 
1 quered Mankind with its Arms, and in- 

_ * ſtructed the World with its Wiſdom; that 
< had riſen by Temperance, and that fell by 
Luxury *. Another obſerves, that it 

cConſumed itſelf by its own Wealth. A Mi- 

_ « ſexy which was brought upon it, by the Am- 
ce bition of Princes, and civil Diſcord . And 
with the higheſt Reaſon and Authority might 

the Hiſtorians of other Nations thus determine; 
for the Matter had been determined and agreed 

upon for them long before, by the Roman Hiſ- 

-  torians themſelves . So great a Majority of 
| the beſt claſſic Authors deſcribe the Miſeries and 
Inconveniencies naturally flowing from thoſe 
Vices which originals, in Luxury, in the moſt 


— 


„ 
* Dr. Goldſmith, + Dion. Petavius, B. 4. Ch. 18. 
t Livy finiſh'd his hiſtory in A. U. C. 745, and he thus 
expreſſes himſelf: Nuper divitiæ avaratiam, et abundantes volup- _ 
tates deſiderium, per luxum que libidinem pereundi perden- 
| | dique omnia, invexere. - But fo numerous are thoſe Reflections 
| in all the beſt Roman Authors, and moſt People are ſo well ac- 


quainted with them, that it would be nugatory to deduce many 
ſimilar e N 


* 


pute abo eas that awer 85 
the Roman State. One is apt to wonder rather 
hot / any Man dared to aſſume Courage to give 
2 Negative to ſuch reſ peckable, W nag 
und concurrent Teſtimony. 

* Notwithſtanding the Advantages, which, it 
is boldly aſſerted, are derivable from Luxury, | 


and the unlimited Neceſſity of it, for the Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of States, yet the Clergy are 
to condemn it publicly, and Authors may be 
allowed to give their Sentiments againſt it. 
There is no Doubt, but that the Gratifica- 
s tions of Luxury, as far as they tend to injure 8 
© Individuals, may, wish ſome Foundation, be 


« condemned from the Pulpit, and by ſuch 


Writers as undertake to adviſe Mankind for 


te their private Good: *. There ſeems to be 
ſuch à palpable Tincture of Prevarication in 
this Language, that it almoſt inclines one to 
look upon it with a ſerious Contempt. Every 
wiſe Legiſlator muſt know, that there is a Con- 


nexion, which ought to be indiſſoluble, be- 


twixt the Church and the State; and that, 


 Umoſt A the Exiſtence and Proſperity a 
| of | 


Dd» 
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of the one, depends upon that of the other. 
But here, Legiſlators are to promote and en- 
courage Luxuries in the Body-politic; and the 
. Clergy are to preach), and Authors are to adviſh 
Individuals, againſt running into the Gratifica- 
tions of Luxury. And, ſhould Individuals, and 
Families accede to the Inſtructions and Advice 
of the Clergy, which is here granted to be 
for their private Good, the Conſequence muſt - 
be, that collective Bodies of Men will become 
_ prudent and economical, and take Gare to live 
within the Bounds of their Fortunes and Pro- 
perties. The State, therefore muſt ultimately 
be deprived of thoſe Revenues and Accumula- 
tions, which would derive from full and indiſ- 
 criminate Gratification in Luxury, and not be, 
according to the Arguments of this Author, 
either ſo rich or ſo powerful. For as he makes 
the Greatneſs and Proſperity of States to conſiſt 
chiefly in thoſe Riches, which are to accrue 
from uncontrouled Luxury; ſo this Reaſoning 
deſtroys itfelf, by contracting Men's Defires, 
and keeping them within rational Degrees of 
Expenditure. Thus, for thoſe who are fond of 
Controverly, as a moſt excellent Author * re- 
Ars, 


* Dr. Newton's Proph. | Vol. 1, F. 32. 


— 


1 4 


| I 7 
. <p 


$5 0, 64 eee on „ Panghet 
. „ PLS might here have an eaſy. Vigory * 
FFF boy Aſſertions without Proofs, Premiſſes with- 
F Concluſions, a Concluſions Without : 
3 Premiſſes., ODE” 
. There are, 3 — Obſervations 
1 40 5050 through this Work, Which would 
twtend to impreſs one with a favourable O pinion | 
olf this Author. He obſerves, that it is the 
e s chief Intereſt of a great State, to encourage 
„„ Labour and Ane to the utmoſtæx; that 


Pi nas PE "and the Coutury lated + to 
the utmoſt ; that Government might, 
in many Caſes employ the Time and Induſtry 
of the People, in a more advantageous Man- 
Co ner to. the State, than by ſuffering them 
& « to labour for the Produce of unneceſſary 
© « Things ; and that a * Nation cannot 
=, multiply its Poſſeſſions, be rich, powerful, 
5 or proſperous, but through the Labour of 
* | the People ||.” He moralizes thus, that © Lux- 
© ury ſhould not lead Individudls beyond the 
proper Bounds of Decency and Modera- 
tion ; that a Spirit of Luxury may 
95 art and diſgrace Individuals; and he 
| 5e denounces 


Wy 
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* denounces a Woe, and ſays they deſerve every 
„ Cenſure, whoſe Deſires are not bounded by 
e Reaſon and Honour &. He allows that 
, 6 Principles of Virtue are neceſſary i ina Nation, 
and that Vices lead to its Ruin ; That 

ec Severity, or Reſtraint of Manners, and do- 
meſtic Regularity, are yery praiſe-worthy :”? 


And that“ the Principles of Honour, Juſtice, 


« and Virtue ought to be inculcated by a good 
Education, ſtructured upon clear and found | 
Ideas ||.” From theſe Aſſertions one might 
be induced to conclude, that this Author not 
only withed very ſincerely to recommend In- 
duſtry in general, but alſo wiſhed that it might 
be particularly applied to the beſt Advantage 
to the State, and not for the Produce of unne- 
ceſſary Things: That he was convinced, that 
Labour is the chief Support of a Nation : That 
Luxury may corrupt and diſgrace Individuals, 
when it leads them beyond the Beunds of De- 


cency and Moderation: That Men's Deſires 


| ought to be bounded by Reaſon and Honour: 
That Virtue is neceſſary for a State, and Vice 
will lead to its Diſſolution: That it is com- 
mendable and fit, Men ſhould lay, under pru- 
5 N dent 
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1 | 66 | Obſervations on a Panpblet 


* dent 3 with Reſpect to hate Man- 
ners; and that an Education in ſound and moral 
Principles i is of high Importance. | 


F But then there are a great many other Ex- 


- 8 and Obſervations in this Performance 
which ſeem not at all to be friendly to the true 


I.ntereſts of a State in general, or to the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue, Morality, Religion, and Pru- 


dence in particular. This Author boldly aſſerts, 
i that it is idle to talk of one Thing being more 
a Luxury than another, becauſe all Superflu= _ 
s ities are Luxuries * And that if Luxury 
is not condemnable i in one Caſe, it is not in 
4 another +.” He declares that . thoſe who 
declaim againſt Luxury ſeem wilfully blind,” 
| becauſe they call nothing Luxuries that is of 


any ſtanding.” That Men have always car- 


ried Luxury tothe higheſt Pitch they could }.” 


and that it is not Luxury that corrupts Man- 


kind; they are naturally corrupt from Diſpo- 
« ſition ||” That © it is an Error to reproach 
Luxury with gradually gaining ſuch an Aſ- 
e cendancy over Men's Minds; for © public 
4 Spirit ſeldom gives Way in the Members of 
1 a State, but when Men derive no Advantage 


# 


| | * from 
> P. . 1 F. 22. 4 P. 24. P. 27, 
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10 from ſuch Spirit *.“ That © no one can de- : 
« termine, when Men enter into Expences 


ee which they cannot afford .“ That Luxury 
« increaſes Population ; does not degenerate, 


e nor weaken the human Species, nor can we _ 
60 prove it from Hiſtory .“ That Luxuries 
do not enflame Deſire &; that all Vices, and 
8 Virtues do not equally intereſt the Preſerva- 
tion of an Empire; and that all ſocial 
„Obligations are not ſo ae] as to admit of 


| «no Extenſion . 


What does this 9 digen to us, but 
to confound the Diſtinction which ought to be 
made between Things that are uſeful, expedi- | 
ent, and innocent; and Things that are crimi- 
nal, and pernicious; between Things that do 
not lead us into Waſte and Improvidency of 
Time, are not injurious to our own, or to the 
Morals of others, or do not admit and engroſs 
an imprudent, uſeleſs, or ſinful Application of 
our Subſtance; and Things that introduce a 
Laxity of Morals, a Depravity of Diſpoſition, 
and an ardent Deſire after Indulgences which 
are inconſiſtent with our Stations, our Circum- 
of, „„ ſtances, 


, „ tk 4 ae 
„%% ee ts . | 


— = at r 5 . N — 0 l N ; 
"A , 7 | | N p — — i 9 | = : unn —B 
> 2 28 * 4 3 — \ 2s - 7 - MAS 
; 8 + e — 1 * : ASL : . 128 3 
5 — - de hog 2 1 0 W 


4 — and Want of Piftindtion hs . 
general, what muſt follow but as general a De- | 
fect of Principle, Honour, and Integrity, as 


general a Love of Avarice in getting, and of 


Extravagance in ſpending; A Deprivation 2 


public Spirit, a generous Affection; and an un- 
bounded Deſire of Diſſipation, and Indolence. 
And the Inſeparable Concomitants of general 
| Depravity are, Bnervation and Effeminacy ; of 


which (if we are not wilfully blind) we may 


obſerve too many Symptoms among us. 
"Whatever Luxuries are pernicious, (which is 


always determinable from their own Nature and 
| Tendency) they will produce much the fame 


Effects in their Progreſs through different Ages. 
Whether they are generated from recent Inven- 
. tions, and Refinements, or are new modelled 
and again introduced among us, from the paſt, 


exploded Ages of Corruption, their baneful 
Influence will be ſimilarly experienced. 


And when Men have carried Luxury to the 
| higheſt Pitch they could, (though i it is an unjuſt 


and reproachful Repreſentation of paſt Times 


and Manners to ſay, as this Author does, 
that they have done fo ehvays;) its ultimate 


Cote mene have invariably been hitherto, 


general 
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For all Hiſtory informs us, that Luxury (if 
the Expreflion is pardonable) hath: even cars 
rupred corrupt Nature itſelf.. Putting a Nega- 
tive upon any Subject, and leaving it unſupr 
ported with an Argument, deſerves no Atten - 
conſults his Reaſon, muſt allow, that it is the 


irreverſible Nature of Luxury to inflame Men's 


minded with Reſpect to Things of Worth and 
Importance; and to weaken gradually the 
Strength, Robuſtitude, and Nr, of the 
human Race. KN nd 

And one would imagine from e et 


ſions that this Author hath uſed, that he had 


juſt Notions of the Supreme Care and Govern- 


ment of Providence over all Things; for he 
hath mentioned, in more Places than one, the 
Sußeriutendance, the Interference, and the Fa- 


vour of Providence x. But it plainly appea 
from the whole Performance, that he hath not 
admitted Providence to have a full and abſo- 


lute Sovereignty over Kingdoms and States, 


F 


For he hath inſtituted. a political Government 


1 | Which 


* Pi- 53 0, fo 42: 


ere ations on a dan 
vt ich i is to by ſupported 3 in Strength 105 Per- 


fection, by all Sorts of uxuries indiſcrimi- 


nately. A Method of Support, Which all 
Hiſtory, ſaered as well as prophane, aſſures us, 
inſtead of effecting that Purpoſe, hath ulti⸗ 


mately been one great Means of ſubverting and 
cverthrowing many of the greateſt and moſt 


lent Empires, that ever were upon the Face 
of the Earth. The higheſt Authority afſerts 85 


that no King is ſaved by the Multitude of an 
Hoſt *, and that < the moſt High ruleth in 


the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whom- 


. ſoe ver he will +.” But here, the Almighty' $ 
E Power over the World, and his Diſpoſal of 


Kingdoms i is a Matter, which is neither con- 
ſidered nor ſurmiſed. Men are to fabricate 
mighty States and Empires i in Luxury. Theſe 
Luxuries are to be the Means of begetting 


" Riches, Splendor, and Greatneſs. It has al- 
ready been obſerved, that wherever there is an 
- indiſcriminate Introduction and Uſe of Lux- 

uries, many of theſe Luxuries muſt, from their 


own Nature, weaken and deſtroy the ri ight 


Principles, and ſound Morals of Mankind: 
| __ alc ſuch D Defection and Depravity be- 


COmes 


* Pf, xxxiii. wy + Dan, 5 v7, a5 
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comes general, the Fury and Anger of Provi- 
dence muſt interfere, as they have ever done. 


Always then does the Lord of Hoſts aſſume 5 


his own ſupreme and deſpotic Authority; and 


puniſhes the Sins of Nations in their public 
Capacity, by Wars, Famine, Peſtilence, and 


Deſolations, to a Diminution or Annihilation 


of their Power and Dominion; ſo far, at leaſt, 
as to convince them, that their Strength is 
Weakneſs, and their Wiſdom Folly, when 


their Hearts © are departed from Him“; 


and their Wickedneſs grown to ſuch a Sta- 


ture, as demands his b Diſpleaſure and 


Correction. 


In ſhort; we may ben cout that 


neither the Riches, the Splendor, the Great- 


neſs, the Population, nor the Extent of King- 
doms, can ſecure the Bleſſings of Happineſs 
and Proſperity to them, unleſs the whole col- 
lective Bodies of which they are compoſed, 
as well as Individuals, lay themſelves under 


the Reſtrictions of rational and moral Obli- 
gations. We. have authentic Records of the 


Downfall of many opulent and mighty Em- 


: Pires; and thoſe Records generally agree about 
| 'F 4 ö 


* Jex. wü. 5, 
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g 97 ubyertion. That it was thei 
7 peratel 5 introduced by Luxury, and all 


the Train of baneful Conſequences, reſulting 
tom pernicious Appetites, and irregular De- 
+ _ _ fires. We may, I preſume, then, fit down 
FE he ity without calling it in 
Queſtion and thus, without making the 


- with their Auth 


Experiment, hope alſo to avoid the fatal Ef- 
fects, which the Experiment, when Tad ' 


1 


 Vices, firſt ge- 


hath hitherto produced. If Individuals are | 


_ ruined by Luxury, by the ame Rule will Lux- 
ury alſo overthrow whole Nations. It is in 


Vain to argue otherwiſe : For, in the Nature of 


Things, the Conſequences muſt be the ſame 


finally, in both Caſes; though, perhaps the 
latter may not be ſo viſible, nor ſo quick and 


rapid in its Progreſs, as the former. The fame 


Cauſes muſt produce, in the End, the ſame 


Effects, in every ſimilar Caſe, whether it be in 


* {mall Things, or in Matters of the greateſt 


Magnitude and Importance. If we caſt our 
Eyes around us, in our own Nation, I think, 


we may venture to ſay, that the Times do 


not | ſeem to require a Recommendation of 


Luxury. To have recommended Frugality, 


and Sobriety, we Increaſe and Extenſion of 


Agriculture 
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Agriculture in the Cultivation of barren and 
mimprovable Grounds, fo as to employ a Num- 
ber of profligate Perſons among the lower 
Ranks of the Community, in honeſt and uſe- 
ful Induſtry,” and the ſtricteſt Aſſiduity and 
Attention to the Intereſts of our Commerce 
and Manufactures, all carried forward under 
- the Dominion of Reaſon and Religion, and the 


| Guidance and Protection of God, would have 
been a Subject, much better calculated to 


0 make us a great, a . — WE a aA 


3 Nation. 
Luxuries, which beget and atone) vici- 
ous Appetites, will, in their Conſequences, 


transfer and ruin our Trade and Commerce. 


For © Trade (as a moſt excellent and right 
Reverend * Author obſerves) * is a fluctuating 


Thing. It paſſed from Tyre to Alexandria, 


from Alexandria to Venice, from Venice to 
© Antwerp, from Antwerp to Amſterdam, 
and London, the Engliſh rivalling the 
Dutch, as the French are now rivalling 
„both. All Nations almoſt are wiſely ap- 
F plying themſelves to Trade; and it behoves 

_. © thoſe 


* Theſe Obſervations 8 conjeRure, . were 3 about 20 


Years 380, | 


+ 
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t thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion of it, to take the 
= greateſt care that they do not loſe it, It is a 
Plant of tender Growth, and requires Sun, 
and Soil, and fine Seaſons, to make it thrive 

45 and flouriſh. It will not grow like the 


Palm tree, which, with the more Weight 


.** and Preſſure, riſes the more. Liberty is a 
Friend to that, as thatisa F riend to Liberty. 
But Nothing will ſupport and promote it 
more than Virtue, and what Virtue teacheth, 


« Sobricty, Induſtry, Frugality, Modeſty, Ho- 


s neſty, Punctuality, Humanity, Charity, the 
Love of our Country, and the Fear of God x. 


Let us, then, remember, that from the 


Evidence both of facred and prophane Hiſtory, i 
from the natural Connection which ſubſiſts 


betwixt the Church and the State, and from 
the univerſal Reſult and Conſequence of 
Things, it appears, That whatever is a moral, 
will, in the End of its various Stages and 
1 Sp Wan alſo a political Evil. 


* Dr. New ton, late Bp. - Briſtol. See his Prophecy on 
Tyre, Vol. I. * 350. I, 1. „ 
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has been deemed of the higheſt Import- 
ance both to public Proſperity, and to private 


Happineſs. Previous to the Promulgation of 
revealed Religion, the Light of Reaſon, by 5 
its feeble Rays, unfolded to Heathen Nations 
the extenſive Utility, and the indiſcribable Ad- 


vantages which would naturally reſult from a 
due and ſeaſonable Cultivation of the Mind. 
Many of theſe States and Nations would not 
truſt the Inſtruction of Children ſolely to the 
Care of Parents, but enforced them to be put 
under the Inſpection and Management of Tu- 
tors appointed by the Legiſlature. Thus the 
Education of their Youth was a Branch of 
Government. And to this Wiſdom may be 
chiefly attributed the-vaſt Superiority, which, 


in many e ws had over thoſe of more 
modern 
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78 On an uſeful and virtuous Education. 
modern Times. It muſt be owned, that in 
| theſe Seminaries , ſome of the Principles in- 


culcated tended too much to render them cruel, 


| unfeeling, and unrelenting Warriors. Such 
Principles would naturally be adopted by Na- 5 
tions, who accounted Valour, and an invin- 


cible Courage, among the moſt heroic and 


magnanimous Virtues; and regarded the ſoft 
Senſations of Humanity and Mercy as beneath 


the Dignity of Man, as betraying a degrading 


Baſeneſs, and an ignominious Mind. Yet other | 


Principles (and theſe by far the greater Num 


ber) inſpired them with a perſevering, aſſidu- 
ous, and ardent Love of their Country; a juſt 
5 Regard of Honeſty, and Integrity, and other 


moral Virtues, which Multitudes of nominal 
14 ought to be aſhamed of, and bluſh 
| Reaſon and Experience alſo taught them 


an ee of Idleneſs, mean Actions, and 


ſenſual Purſuits, as Vices inconteſtibly i injuri- 
ous and deſtructive to the Community *. 
But by the Promulgation of the Moſaic 
Law, the peculiar People of God were en- 
joined a maſt coercive and unremitted At- 
tention 


 * See Robertſon's Hiſt. of ancient Greece, 1 5 1. App. 2: 


2 83. 2d. Edit. 
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15 tention to the Inſtruction of their Youth. 
Moſes, a little before his Death, colle&s into 


a narrower View all the principal Branches of 
the Jewiſh Religion, enumerates all the mani- 
fold Interpoſitions of Heaven m their Favour, 
from their Exit out of Egypt, to the preſent, 
and warmly exhorts them to pay perpetual 
Obedience to the Ordinances and Injunctions 


' which the © Lord their God had commanded 


them, in Order that it might be well 
« with them, and with their Children after 


them +.” He reminds. them, that whilit 


they continued under the Government, and 
the Ordinances of God, they were conſtantly. 
attended with Profperity and Succeſs. But no 
ſooner did they forget his Works, and waited 
** not for his Counſel , than he gave them up 
6e to their own Inventions ||,” and they felt 


a Prey to their Enemies on every Side $.” In 
Order, therefore, to tread conſtantly in the _ 
Paths of their Duty, he points out to them 


the Neceſſity they themſelves lay under, of 
having a hearty, internal Regard for the Law 
of God; © theſe Things,” fays he, which 


« ] com- 


Deut. v. 32. + Deut. xii. 28. 7 PE evi: 14; 


| Ibid. v. 29. § Ibid, v. 42. See Jud, ii. 14. 
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41 bee Thee this Day ſhall be in thy 
Heart *. And that their Offspring might 
iümbibe the ſame W Principles, he com- 
mands every Parent, with unceafing Atten- 

tion and determined Vigilance, to teach 


« them diligently unto their Children; andto 


« talk of them both in ſitting in the Houſe, 


in walking by the kad 4s in Tying down, 


and in riſing up T.“ 


And the whole Hiſtory of the Jews indiſpu- | 


tably teſtifies, that, in even the worſt Ages, 


ſome Men continued to retain a due Regard 


for the Law, and for the needful Inſtruction 
of their Children in it. Under the impious 


and nefarious Reign of Ahab and Jezebel, 
ſeven Thouſand exiſted, who had not © bowed 


to Baal $,” nor renounced the true Religion. 


And under the Government of good Magi- 
ftrates and good Kings, Religion was re-eſta- 
bliſhed, and Tdolatry diſcountenanced and ſup- 
preſſed. The Prieſts were diſperſed through- 
out the Nation; the Law of Moſes was 
publicly © read and preached every Sabbath 


2 255 Fg and the * were inſtructed to do 
; i all 


„Deut „ . 1 King, xix, 18. 
Acts, xv. 21. see allo Seck. Lee, 1, * 5 
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all Things that were written in the Book of 
the Law*. Good men inceſſantly attended 
to the religious Inſtruction of their Children, 
and the Prophets warned and-exhorted them _* 
to it. Thus it is mentioned as the diſtinguiſh- 1 
ing Part of the Character of an upright Man, | = 
that he will command his Houſhold to 
© keep the Way of the Lord to do Juſtice and 
© Judgment +.” But above all, that moſt valu- 
able Part of Inſtruction, bringing their Chil- 
dren and Dependants into the Synagogues was 
moſt ſtrictly required of them, as a Matter of 
the higheſt Importance: Gather the People 
together; Men, and Women, and Children, 
and thy Stranger that is within thy Gates: 
that they may hear, and that they may learn, 
and fear the Lord your God; and obſerve to 
« do all the Words of 'this Law: and that 
« their Children, which have not known any 
« Thing, may hear, and learn to fear the * 1M 
« Lord your God, as long as ye live $.” 
By the Precepts of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 
then, the Jews were reſtricted to a moſt care- 
ful Attention, both to the private, and the 
public Inſtruction, of their Children. And 
Go: 5 aha 


"Ix 
{20 
_ 


Gal. iii. 10. See alſo Deut. XxVli. 26. * Gen. xvili. 19, 
1 Deut. Xxi. ws 3 t * 1 


ry 


ens "EY 


n 
1 


Defire which Moſes ſhe 5 
3 their * Obſervation of it, is a ſtrong 
Proof of the infinite Advantage and Utility it 
would be of to them. O, ſays he, that 
* there were ſuch an Heart in them, that they 
would fear the Lord, and keep all his Com- 
„ mandments always, that it might be well 
* with them, and with their Children for 
«© ever *. The Public Proſperity of their 
State, and the private Happineſs of Individuals, 
ſolely depended on that religious Obedience, 
which ſeldom acquires a ſolid Foundation, 
unleſs it be ſtructured in early Vears. 

By the Precepts of the Goſpel, we are ſtill 
more cloſely reſtricted to pay unremitted At- 
tention to the religious Inſtruction and Edu- 
cation of Youth. Saint Paul commands Pa- 
rents to © bring up their Children in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord +.” 80 
wie and comprehenſive a Precept, which 
implies the inſtructing them in all the ordi- 
nary, needful Duties of Religion, and watch- 
ing their Conduct with an aſſiduous, parental 
Care, will certainly be a Work of unremitted 
Labour and Induſtry. And hence, leſt ſuch a 
conſtant Attention to the rational Behaviour 
„„ 


Deut. v. 29. J Eph. vi. 4. 


with the great Objects of Religion, and with 
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k Youth, ſhould lead Parents into a miſtaken 


Enforcement of filial Obedience; be attended 
with ſuch an undue Severity as might injure, 


or deſtroy mutual Love and Affection, or give 
Children gloomy, unfavourable, and rigid 


Notions of Religion, the fame A poftle moſt 
judiciouſly and mercifully commands Fa- 


e thers, not to provoke their Children to 


“ Anger, leſt they be diſcouraged *.” _ 3 
Indeed the Neceſſity of an early, good | 
„Education has been acknowledged by the 


_ © beſt and wiſeſt Men in all Ages. And cer- 


* tainly, by the Light of the Goſpel Revela- 
tion, we have a mighty Advantage this 
Way. By its Obligations we are bound to 


© inſpire the tender Minds of Children with a 4 
« juſt Reverence for Things facred, with an 


* ardent Love of Goodneſs and Virtue, and a 

© proper Abhorrence of what is baſe, falſe, 
vicious and impure. We are there com- 
* manded, to make them acquainted betimes 
with the © holy Scriptures +,” that the 
Word of Chriſt may dwell richly i in them F.“ 
Minds which are timely filled and poſſeſſed 


G 2 
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65 54 Ons an uf ful and virtuous Education, | 


« the noble and ſublime Hopes of the G Goſpel, 


. carry about with them the moſt effectual 


© Preſervative againſt the Vanities and Follies, 


5 « the corrupt Cuſtoms and Practices of a finful 


C World, and the moſt animating Motives to 


1 « the Practice of every amiable Virtue and uni- 


* yerſal Righteouſnels. 
And yet how little attended to are the 
4 « effential Parts of a good Education! What 


Multitudes among us, nominal Chriſtians 
8 indeed, yet who know not the Nature nor 


« Deſign of Chriſtianity, nor even * the firſt 
Principles of the Oracles of God *.” What 


can, indeed, be expected from thoſe who 


ate bred up under: Parents who never inſtil 


* upright Principles into their Minds; and in 


Families where they ſee no Signs of Religion, 


c or the Fear of God! Where, perhaps, ſome 
© Care is taken to adorn their Bodies, and 
« form their outward Behaviour, yet where the 
4 Culture of their better Parts, their Minds 
* are neglected, . and no Care taken to train 


them up to a juſt Senſe of Religion and 


4 Morals, or to a Taſte for what is truly lau- 
. * dable and excellent! For Want of early In- 


© * ſtruction 


t 


W 
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ſtruction and Diſcipline, the irregular Appe- 


* tites, and Paſſions, and evil. Habits of Chil- 


*dren thus daily gather Strength, until, at 


Length, they are turned out, — unfurniſhed | 
with good Principles, or worthy Sentiments 
*of Things, into a World full of Temptations 


and Snares; ſoon after, in general, become 
an eaſy Prey to wicked and impious Seducers, 
are drawn into Prophaneneſs and Infidelity, 
into Diſſoluteneſs and Debauchery; are 


then, ſooner or later, caſt off to Ruin, to In- 
famy, to Miſery, to Diſgrace, deaf to the 
Calls of Virtue, and dead to many of the valu- 
able Purpoſes of human Life. For when once 


theſe Vices captivate the Heart, and dethrone 
the Reaſon, little of true Probity and public 
Spirit, little of generous Affections or liberal 
« Sentiments can exiſt. By their Contagion,” 


* thoſe, who otherwiſe might have been the 
Ornament and Support, have become the 


* Diſgrace and Peſt of the Community “. | 
In ſhort, moſt of the Evils of Life, RY | 


of the Sin and Miſery which pervades Society, 


would be rooted up from among us, were but 


=Q 3 the 


* For ſome of theſe tr.” I am indebted to that 
mal excellent Treatiſe, Dr. Leland's Deiſtical OO bom 1 


P. "$535 1 Conc. 


r rr 
1 * | 


RES. ley Ee, pr pr, * Rs, _ 
4 ; * A 
* of 3 
- 


: gl 7 


5 wy q i 2 4 F 4 — Ys . F 1 * 1 
. 3 a ye . y ba hn * r rr 
ri =; _ 8 n * ORE, N 2 „ 8 F- 4 nnn F n 9g 1 
n MES not rr 1 2 tag * r * * oo * 4 * 7 9 5 . e 7 r , _= - 2 "FIC > Wn SES ECD 9 N 
2 0 * 2 * » 4 7 1 * 9 Ty - * ka] + 2s # N. 8 4 Tt No 


& 2 Pay z n * 5 2s * 1 8 2 Ky * 85 5 * I. OT NT > ot * 2 A 3 8 „ 
rr eee 
> I * 1 z q 4 - 


ſtantly to the Houſe of God, and t 


able, then, to a Matter of fuch i in- 


5 Fong _— let us immediately lay the 
5 hea ſure Baſis of Reformation, by the early, 


adent Toſftruction of our Youth. Let us 


| 8 them in the common Articles of the 


hriſtian Faith, not barely to repeat, but to 
underſtand them #. Let us bring them con- 
ch them 
the due Reſpect which they owe to God, his 


5 Word, his Miniſters, and his Ordinances. Let | 
us habituate them, in their juvenile Years, to 
| Diligence and Induſtry; and frequently warn 


them againſt the common, faſhionable Vices 


af the Age, the inceſſant Enticements to Sin, 
the Inſinuations of the Devil, and the Infec- 
tion of Idleneſs and profligate Companions. 


And, When there is a plain Neceſſity, to re- 
ſtrain and correct them with a prudent, and 
juſt Severity; not with the culpable Eaſineſs 
The beſt little Work T have ſeen for this 8 is ;ntivaled, 
The Church Catechiſm, broke into ſhort Queſtions.” It was 


written by Dr. Sharp, Son of the Archbiſhop of Vork; and was 
conſtantly uſed in the petty Schools in the Ile of Man, by Order 


. of the moſt pious Dr. Wilſon, Biſhop of that Dioceſe. no Dr. 


Wilſon's 3 5 54 Life. 


* 


. : : 55 | 
of Eli, with a © nay, my Sons, it is no good 03 
Report that I hear *; but preſerving a care- Z 
ful Guard over our Minds, leſt we fall into a #5 
paſſive Indulgence, and Blindneſs ta their Er- 
rors, and thus become Partakers in their Sins. 
Thus, in every Thing, if we keep within the 
Bounds of an immoderate Anger, and an un- 
due Reſentment in our Correction +; tenderly 
conſult their preſent and future Welfare; in 
every Occupation or Calling, train them up 
in the Way they ſhould go; and, as an in- 
diſpenſible Addition to the reſt, ſet before 
them that moſt invincible of all Arguments, 
a good Example; we may generally hope and 
expect to derive much Comfort and Happineſs 
from them, and that when they themſelves 

are . they will not depart from the holy 

0 EE 2 e 


1 Sam. ii. 24. | . 5 

4 Whoever 3 and de a Child Alder 5 Influence 
of that Anger which is finful, Eph. iv. 26. ſtands jt in Need 
of Correction. How execrable, how horrid, and how ſhocking 
to every Feeling of Humanity! is that diabolical Conduct of in- 
numerable Parents among the loweſt of the People, I mean, af 
moſt unmercifully beating their Offspring, under the Dominion 
of furious and helliſh Rage, attended with Oaths and Curſes, 
ſometimes for very trifling, or for no Faults at all. The dreadful 
Conſequence that follows is: the Children ſoon become, like 
ahbe Parents, hardened and unfeeling Wretches; too often, dur- 

| - ng their whole Lives after, being callous to all the genuine Sen- 
1 {ations of real Loves Friendſhip, Pity or Compaſſion f 


5 1 David ſet us, in his Advice to his Son Solo- 
mon, juſt before his Death, in theſe Words: 
charge thee this Day before I die, that 
thou keep the Charge of the Lord thy 
God, to walk in his Ways, to keep his Sta- 
e tutes, and his - Commandments, - and his 
0 Judgments, N and his Teſtimonies that thou 
e mayeſt proſper in all that thou doeſt, and 
that thy Children after thee may take heed 
to their Way, to walk before the Lord in 


3 . 


8 66 Sp an ee and virtuous Ealcrim. 
8 *Precepts'and_ Commandments which had 


1 


rered them“ but wi: whim" 
( are Poſ \ 
able Pattern Ea our en 5 


Truth, with all their eee, and 2 * 

e their Soul tf 5 

But if «theſe eflential Diities'a are achpiled/0 or 
diſregarded by Parents; if they ftrive not to 


diſcharge their Truſt, in the moſt active and 


3 Manner; if they will ſuffer their 
to run unreſtrainedly along the beaten 


Path 5 Vice and Cuſtom, walking in the 
% Ways of their corrupt Hearts, and in the 


1 sight of their Eyes ; ſuch a fatal In- 


ation * N egligence muſt proportionately 


8 ae hl | 2 make | 


„ee Pro. xxii. 6; and 2 pet. il. 21. 1 1 Kings, ii. 1, 2, 


3. 4 See allo 1 1C 


ron. Ch. xxviii. and xxix 4 Eccl. xi. 9. 
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make them « Partakers of their Sins &; and, 


in ſome Reſpects, anſwerable for their Souls! 
And what Anguith of Heart, what Pangs 


and Convulſions of Conſcience mult this Scene 


occaſion; when thoſe very Children, the Fruit 


of their Bodies, and, once, perhaps, the Pride 


of their Hearts, ſhall riſe up before the Savi- 


our of the World in Judgment againit them, 


and charge them with the higheſt of all De- 
grees of Inhumanity and Cruelty, the Neglect 


of providing for them that neceſſary Know- 


ledge, which, with their own Endeavours, 


might have made them . wiſe unto Salva- 


tion 
But to depart from this alarming and tre- 


mendous Scene, and mark the Sorrows which 
ſpring up on this Side Eternity. Irreligious 
and prophane Children will daily fill the 
Minds of Parents with Bitterneſs and Anxi- 
_ ety; will deſpiſe their ſalutary Counſel, and 
treat their juſt Reproofs with Scorn and Con- 
tempt; will caſt off a great Share of the 


filial Duty and Affection they owe them, and 
bring down their grey Hairs with Sorrow to 
the Grave |” 


* 1 Tim. v. ii. +2 Tim. iii. 15. f Gen. xlii. 38, 
and xliv. 29, 31. | | . 
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oN THE NECESSITY OF FAMILY-WORSHIP-. 


1 N the earlieſt Ages, before Mankind Were 


L ſcattered over the whole Earth, or united 
into large Bodies and States, Noah was a 


Preacher of Righteouſneſs , principally 
no Doubt to his own Family, yet not ſuffering 

theſe Duties ſo conſtantly to engroſs his Atten- 
tion as to exclude his beſt Endeavours to check 
the univerſal] Depravity of the Times, as he 
was careful todo all that the Lord com- 


manded him .“ Among all the Virtues of 
Abraham, he had this moſt excellent, addi- 


tional Teſtimony of his Character from the 
Lord, Abraham ſhall become a great and 
* mighty Nation, for I know him that he 
*« will command his Children, and his Houſ- 
« hold after him, and they ſhall keep the 


6 TO of the Lord, to do Ns and Judg- - 


| Dh meat. 
T2 FR. 1's + Gen. vi. 275 and vii. 5. 


ow : HE * 9 : 
K % 2 As Ys - A 9 — Ye; 
Nr . nan 
. 


94 0 * Pamily-worſbip. 5 


e ment *.” And in Joſhua's Exhortation to | 
the Iſraelites, we have, in this Reſpe&, a very 
full and ſtriking Diſplay of his Piety, and the 
| moſt convincing Proofs of his Reſolution to 
ſerve God continually. After ſummoning the 


Heads of the People together, he reminds 
them, by what various and wonderful Inter- 


poſitions, the Almighty had delivered them 
from the Hands of all their Enemies. That ſo 


long as they continued very courageous in 
keeping and in doing all that was written in 


the Book of the Law of Moſes, one Man of 
hould chace a Thouſand” and collec- 
tively, they ſhould be a Terror to their Ad- 


verſaries on every Side. He then concludes 
his Addreſs in theſe pathetic and remarkable 
f . 


% Way of all the Earth; and ye know in all 
* your Hearts, and in all your Souls, that not 


_ ** one Thing hath failed of all the good Things 


« which the Lord your God ſpake concerning 
«you. And if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve 


e the Lord, chooſe You this Day whom 5 


& will ſerve, whether the Gods which your 


«Fathers ſerved; or the Gods of the Amo- 
7 ON "ns in whoſe Land ye dwell: but as for me 


* and 
Gen. wy 18. 19. 


On the Neceſſity of Pamih-orſhip. 9 
| « and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord . 23 


Here is a moſt admirable Example, in this 


holy Man, of Sincerity and Uprightneſs in 
his Determination, concerning the Diſcharge 


of his Duty to God in his Family; notwith- 


ſtandin g the whole Jewiſh Nation ſhould even 


lapſe into Idolatry, and leave him to himſelf. 
But without the Commands and Examples 


of Scripture which point out the Obſervation - 
and Utility of this Duty, common Reaſon 
alone would, in no ſmall Degree, informs us 


of its Neceſſity and Propriety. Certainly we 
muſt acknowledge it to be a plain and natural 
Caſe, and conſonant to our juſt Notions of 
Things, that thoſe who ſubſiſt together, ſhould 
join in praying Pardon for thoſe Sins, which 


they too often join in committing ; in begging . 
for conſtant Bleſſing and Succeſs to the La- 


| bours, which require their united Exertions ; 
and in thanking God for thoſe Mercies of 
Protection and Preſervation to which they owe 
all their Comforts, Benefits, and Enjoyments. 
Ever confidering with the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
that © except the Lord build the Houſe, their 


: Labour is but loſt that build it.” and that it 


- EI wot loſt 1 that we haſte to riſe up 
: 5 VVV 


* Jol. xxiii, 14, and xiv. x5. 
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ne early, and ſo late take : 
Bread of Carefulneſs 1 1 unleſa God be con- 


6 y The Nabe Pa Family-worſtip. 
eſt; and eat the 


ſtituted our univerſal Director and Governour, 
without whoſe Care and Favour, Proſperity and 
Sueceſs to our Endeavours would finally end 


in a Curſe, All the /awfju/-Petitions we de- 


voutly make to him, he hath promiſed to 


grant us; for where two or three are ga- 
* thered together in his Name, there will he 
ein the midſt of them +." 3 


Was it not, indeed, for the very FN 10 
en Neglect of this Duty, we ſhould 


perceive ſuch a Change of Things, ſuch Bleſ- 


ſings both temporal and eternal, in Conſe- 


\ quence of a due Performance of it, would 


ſhower down upon us, as are, at preſent, al- 

moſt inconceivable. . Religion muſt have ſtrong 
Poſſeſſion of the Minds of Perſons, in Order 
tomake them honeſt and regular, valuable and 


obedient ; ; which Qualities cannot reaſonably 


be expected from the various Branches of a 
Family, unleſs the Heads of it enjoin a regular 


Attention to Family Worſhip. For even to 
omit the future, and only truly valuable Con- 
-  ideration, Family Religion, with Reſpect to 
our worldly: Concerns, 1 is a Piece of common 


* Pf. exxvii. 1, 3. + Mat. ar; 20. 


* 


On the Nef 1 F. * 97 


Prudence. Where the daily Worſhip of God 
is not ſupported, Children become careleſs and 


undutiful, gradually obtain obſtinate and har 


dened Diſpoſitions; and, in the End are fre- 
quently incorrigible, and deaf to parental Ad- 

monition : Servants generally are impertinent, 
froward, and untractable, indifferent about 


the Intereſts or Property of their Maſters, and 
probably, (if they are not poſſeſſed with an 


uncommon Principle of Honeſty) will ſome= 
times take Occafions to. cheat and defraud 


them; of which ſuch Maſters will not have 


equal Reaſon to complain in ſuch Caſes, with 


thoſe, who carefully diſcharge their Duty 
to their Families. Sometimes, indeed, where 


there is only ſtrict Order and Regularity in 


Houſhold- Government, and 20 Appearance 


or Example of Worſhip attended to, Children 


and Servants may pay a decent Reſpect and 
Obedience to their Parents and Maſters; but 


then this Submiſſion too often proceeds mevely 
from Civility, or from the Fear and Dread of 
the Conſequences of their Diſpleaſure, rather 
than from Motives of true filial Love, and 


genuine Regard for them. 


But ſuppoſing even that Reſtraints and K Re- 


5 e in the Government of Families, hould 
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alone be able, 8 the Aſſiſtance of Reli- 
gion) to preſerve a Sort of Decorum, Order, and 
_ -@conomy among Dependents, yet whence ariſe 
dur vaſt Acquiſitions from theſe Obſervances ? 
Why, truly, at the utmoſt hey mußt terminate 
with this Life. God was, not ſet before our 
Vndertakings, the Management of them was 
not truſted to his Care and Providence, nor 
his Favour nor Bleſſing invocated, nor called 


for down upon them; and hence (ſuppoſing 
them tranſacted and purſued in an honeſt Way) 
they have no Merit in his Sight. In the End, 


5 like the B F e in the Gos (el. this 


ay, * Lord, we have toiled all the Night EE 
Alas! until the long Night of Eternity has 
come upon us, and have taken Nothing *. 
How much to be lamented, then, is the 


univerſal N eglect of this natural Duty. What 


innumerable Multitudes of Families are never 


ſummoned together for the Diſcharge of this 
bleſſed and momentous Buſineſs. How many 


Heads of Families never concern themſelves 


/ what Courſes their Children, Servants, Ap- 


ces , and other 88 take at their 
Hours 


= Links: v. 5. See alſo Dr. Wilſon' $ excellent Sermon OB 
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Hours of Avocation, provided it appears, that 
they have punctually diſcharged the ſtated Bu- 
ſineſs or Occupations of the Day! Can it ex- 
cite. our Wonder, that Perſons thus left to 
themſelves, ſhould eſcape wicked Company 
and wicked Courſes? Shall we not rather 


think it impoſſible that they can any while 


preſerve their Innocence? For when Family 
Prayer is neglected, believe me, private Prayer 
is too often neglected alſo; and thus young 
Perſons repoſe on their Pillows, like the irra- 
tional © Beaſts of Night in the Shade, only 
with this aggravating Difference, that the ra- 
tional Creature may be infected with impure 
Deſires, or wicked Reflections. 7 
Where the Evenings are ſpent (as they now 
generally are) in Diſſipation and Luxury, this 
Duty muſt, of Courſe, be poſtponed. - If the 
Maſter of the Houſe be a Man of Trade or 
Commerce, his Evenings will be waſted in the 
Taverns, or in the Company of his mercantile 
Friends; where, probably, great Plans of an 
enlarged and extended Buſineſs will really be 
executed in Theory; yet, in the Morning, like 
a Cloud will be vaniſhed, and never attempted 
in Practice. His Wife and Daughters will want 
neither the Amuſements of female Friends, nor 
+46 female 


Pape 


5 


* 


On the Neceſſity of Fan y-woorſbip. 


3 1 


e Faſhions, to. ſupply. the Abſence of: 4 
_ Huſband and Father. His Sons will ſelect 


—_— 45: Jim. And os 7H 


pendents, up to the Alone of their Ji... 
berty and Circumſtances, will ape and mimic 


each of the Family reſpectively, juſt as it 


claſſes with their particular Humour, Vice, 
or Intereſt. And the lower Orders of Men, 
ſeeing the Examples of their Betters, by vari- 
ous Palliations and Excuſes, will contrive to 


. omit this Duty; until their Families grow 


| monſtrouſly headſtrong and wicked, and paſt 
_ their beſt and wien Endeavoure to reclaim | 


9 1 * 
£ 


$74 us then fix theſe PF Words of FE | 
ill er Men in our Hearts : ** The Curſe of 
es the Lord js in the houſe of the wicked; but he 
es bleſſeth the Habitation of the juſt *.” In 


Order to the Preſervation of Regularity, Gra- 
vity, Decency, and Comfort in our F ami- 
lies, all Perſons, at the Time of Marriage, 
ſhould commence a regular Family-Worſhip. 
1 P no en Way, » which they can 


Oy. - 


* . iii. 33. 


* ' f 


aw” 2 


On the Neceſſity of 7 amino; fip.. 
"Atty enſure the Blefling of God upon, 


Labours, and upon their Offspring. The 
pooreſt, and the moſt ignorant, may get ſome 


ſhort Form of Prayer by Heart for this Pur- 


poſe; and the higher Ranks of Men cannot, 


without doing great Violence to their Reaſon 


and their Conſcience, conſtitute Buſineſs or 
Engagements, as Excuſes for omitting it. 
This is, indeed one moſt excellent Way, by 
which © Parents muſt bring up their Chil, 
a dren in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
«Lord *;” by which © Maſters muſt give 


* unto their Servants that which is juſt and 


equal +,” and by which the united Prayers 
of a Family © may ſhew forth the loving 


% Kindneſs of God in the Morning, and his 


« Faithfulneſs every Night F.” Thus would f 
all our Labours be conſecrated to God. Thus 


would our Prayer be ſet forth in his Sight, as 


- "16 Incence; and the lifting ip of our 
Hands be an gs. Sacrifice ||.” 


4 


8 Eph. vi. 4. + ColL iv..1, © PC-xvill 2 j pſ. cxli. 2. 
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- ON OTHER DUTIES INCUMBENT ur- 
'ON THE HEADS OF FAMILIES. 
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TJ Vident as it is, that the Heads of Fami- 
L lies cannot diſcharge the natural Obliga- 
tions they are under to God, without a regular 
Performance of Family Worſhip; yet are there 
other Duties, which the religious Government 
of an Houſhold poſitively demands. That 
Children are inceſſantly to be guarded from 
Vice, and inſtructed in Virtue, is univerſally 
an allowed Duty. And whatever may be ſup- 
poſed or alledged, Maſters who have Appren- 
tices and Servants, are bound alſo to give them 


what is juſt and equal,” amongſt which 


Things muſt be enumerated, proper Degrees 
of religious Knowledge. And this is plainly a 
Branch of that invaluable Rule, of doing to 
others, as we would be done unto ourſelves. 
For Parents and Guardians, who commit their. 

„„ Children 
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Children to the Tuition, or put them under 
the Dominion of others, have at leaſt, a poſi- 
tive Right to expect, that the pious Founda- 
tion they had ſtructured in the Minds of the 


Youth. once under their Care, ſhould ſtill be 


cheriſhed, nurtured, and repeatedly incul- 
cated with their growing chi 


can never be completely and effectually done, 


| without young P erſons are frequently admo- 
niſhed, exhorted, reproved, and puniſhed, on 
dhe one Hand; and prudently encouraged, and 


rewarded on the other, as Occaſions offer. 


And notwithſtanding Maſters, in general, will 


not allow, that all this Care and Diligence is 
neceſſary to be taken about their Dependents; 
yet all their Arguments can have no Weight, 
in the leaſt, againſt its being a plain and natu- 
ral Part of domeſtic Government. As a ſtrong 


Aſſiſtant to Family Prayer, it will make Chil- 


dren prudent, and watchful over their Parent's 
Subſtance; and Servants induſtrious, attentive, 


and frugal, for Conſcience Sake, during the 
other Parts of the Day. And, indeed, if this 
Employment was zealouſly and conſcientiouſly 


undertaken, and always in due Seaſon, it would 
engroſs ſmall Time, deprive us of no innocent 
1 awd no 1 Engagements, 

% e would, 


apon the Heads of Families. 107 


would, by Cuſtom, grow eaſy and delightful, 


and generally reward Maſters and a ten- 


fold, even in this Life. 


Every Superior, therefore, who wits; to 


maintain a proper Dignity, Authority, and 
Conſequence in his Family, ſhould ſet before 
each Perſon in it, that moſt convincing and 


perſuaſive Rhetoric, a good Example: Should 


habituate himſelf to an even, ſerene Temper, 
to a peaceable, candid, and generous Diſpoſi- 
tion. Regularity, and Punctuality in all En- 
gagements, ſhould be his ruling Principle. 
Stated Hours ſhould be eſtabliſhed for every 
Branch of Buſineſs and Duty, and the Diſ- 
patch and Performance af each Part, in due 
Time, ſhould never be diſpenſed with, with- 
out fair and allowable Cauſe. To which if we 


add, a careful Attention to the true Intereſts | 


of Servants, as well as Children; expreſſing a 


juſt Concern for he Preſervation of their 


Health, Reputation, and Credit; adviſing, 


and even (when it can be done ſafely and con- 
veniently) aſſiſting their well- meant, honeſt 


Endeavours, when they are ſettled in the 


World, with a pecuniary Gratuity, to be re- 
turned as they riſe in Circumſtances. Such pi- 


ous, humane, and praiſe-worthy Offices, would 
; TE, make 
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1 108 On ather Duties — 
make thts 
ſtantly and univerſally reſ] pected, - 

. pond adored! - = 


H eads of Families not only con- 


Higher Motives, e i WEN nee, 
which ought to give the moſt forcible 'Spring 


a to every Action of a Maſter; theſe are, religious 


ones. What a moſt admirable Appendix to 
1d 1 this eee © 
be, if on the Evening of every Lord's Day, 


the Head of the Family, after the uſual Der: 15 


tions, ſelec 


lents; and, in a Varrety; of Wa . 
m, what he expects as 1 


dr n, according to the — 
Relations dene 1 tions they are in under 1 
his Govern This, (if judici 1 


| formed,) 1 EM ws a ſtriking Effect * : 


their Minds, and prepare them for the faithful 
Diſcharge of their reſpective Offices, —_— 


» 
8 


the ene af! this- Day: to 


or vicious Courſes. And, at this Time of 
generally more than uſual Leiſure, theſe En- 
vould, in their Degrees, eancel 

7 Conseclcas of Love or Intrigue, which 
' 1 are 
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ö are too often contracted among Servants, with- 

out the Knowledge and Conſent of their Maſ- 
ters and Miſtreſſes; and which ſometimes, 
either bring them to Ruin or Diſgrace, or lead 


them unadviſedly and imprudently into the 
| Fetters of Matrimony, to the Poverty, Diſ- 


treſs, and Inconvenience of themſelves 2 
. Poſterity long after. 


 * Confider then, I beſeech you, 6 8 55 
| a of Family Religion, and regular 
Government. Behold, how good and how 

<< pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together 
in Unity *!” How truly amiable to ſee a 


Family © determined whatſoever they do in 
* Word or Deed, to do all in the Name of the 


Lord Jeſus, giving Thanks unto God and 


ce the Father by him . Thus wiſely and un- 


alterably reſolved, their Children, Servants, 
and Dependants by Regularity, Diſcretion, 
and Sobriety; by Diligence and Affiduity in 
their ſeveral Stations; by Attention to their 


Parent's and Maſter's Concerns; and by the 
faithful Diſcharge and Performance of reli- 
gious Duties, will ſoon prove to the World 
the Truth of the Pſamiſt's Aſſertion, that 
© whoſo dwelleth under the Defence of the 
| | 0 ei 
pf. exxxili, 1. + Coll, i. 17, 
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«6 wi High, ſhall abide under the Shadow 
'* of the Almighty . 


- Impoſlible, indeed, would i it 7 to enume- 


12 5 rate the Methods by which the Heads of Fa- 
milies may be immenſely ſerviceable to thoſe 
under their Care. Generally ſpeaking, what⸗ 
ever appears with a Tendency to corrupt their 
Morals; or, in any Way or Manner is likely 


to excite them to Sin, ſhould be the unceaſing 


Buſineſs of Maſters to protect and guard them 


againſt. The Grace of God will enable every 


one to ſee what is his Duty, both in this, and 


in other Matters: And whoever asks oe it, 


hall receive it . 


The excellent Advice of the pfalmiſt fairly 
points out the Methods how a religious and 
prudent Diſcipline in Family Government is to 


be ſupported. And let every Superiour, there- 


fore, treaſure it up.in his TOP and pur- 
ſue it accordingly. 

„ will behave myſelf wiſely in a 9 
« Way. I will walk within my Houſe with a 
perfect Heart. I will ſet no wicked Thing 


before my Eyes: I hate the Work of them 
* that turn aſide; it ſhall not cleave to me. 


85 GA: froward Heart len ae from me: I 


cc * will 
20 Pf, e . Tube, xi. 13. 
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"08 will not know a wicked Perſon, Whoſo 
4 privily ſlandereth his Neighbour, him will 


« Icutoff: him that hath an high Look, and 


* a proud Heart, will not I ſuffer. Mine 
Eyes ſhall be upon the Faithful of the 


„Land, that they may dwell with me: he 


« that walketh in a perfect Way, he ſhall ſerve 


* me. He that worketh Deceit ſhall not 


ee dwell within my Houſe; he that telleth Lies 
* ſhall not tarry in my Sight *.“ 


pf. ci. 2, 35 4, 6, 6, 7: Je alſo Downe's Life of Bp. 
Ridley, P. 65, prefixed to Dr. 1 s Exp, of the com. 
Prayer. 
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ON PRIVATE d 


\HE very learned and pious Biſhop Pear- 
ſon very frequently and publicly took 
Occaſion to bleſs God, that he was born and 
educated in a Family in which God was wor- 
ſhipped daily. Family Prayer is certainly (as 
has been obſerved) a Duty, which brings 


very many Bleſſings upon us and our Poſterity. 


Yet, by no Means, does it exclude, or ſupply 

the Place of Private Prayer; a Duty univerſally 
incumbent upon Individuals before they pre- 
ſume to commenſe the Buſineſs of the Day, or 


venture to reſt after the F atigues of it. As our 
Maker has graciouſly condeſcended to permit 


his unworthy Creatures to an intercourſe with 
Him by Prayer; to lay before Him all our 


Wants and Neceſſities; to crave. his future 


Protection and Bleſſings; and alſo has pro- 


miſed us all Things needful both for our Souls 
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8 . On private Prayer. 


us to conceive, that this Branch of Religion 


ſhould be the principal Buſineſs of our Lives; 


and, conſequently a Duty which cannot be too 


often inculcated. Hence the Apoſtle com- 


mands us to pray without ceaſing “; which 


means letting no- Day paſs without begging 


God's Bleſſing, and thanking him for his 


Mercies; and thus putting ourſelves and our 


Labours daily into his Hands and Diſpoſal. 
Prayer then conſiſts in openingour Souls to 


God, and imparting to him, through an honeſt . 


and good Heart, all our real Wants and Ne- 
eeſſities. During which ſincere and faithful 
Intercourſe with Him, we muſt humbly ! im- 


plore his Forgiveneſs of Sins committed; ear- 


neſtly lament each particular Sin under ſteady - 
Purpoſes of Amendment of Life; beg his 


Grace for the Performance of good Works, 


and his Mercy and Preſervation of us and 
others from all the Calamities and Misfortunes 
incident to Mortality; acknowledge a juſt and 
grateful Senſe of all Benefits and Bleſſings re- 
| ved; 
* 1 Theft. v. hs. 


5 and our Bees: provided we aſk for ew | in 

a2 Manner ſuitable to ſinful and dependent 
Mortals, that is, humbly, faithfully, de- 
youtly, and perſeveringly, it will be eaſy for. 
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; „ OY confeſs . and adore all his: divine 
Attributes and Perfections. 


But before we preſume to addreſs os T, "Rs 


of God, let us ever recolle& that our Minds 
muſt be abſtracted from all earthly and ſenſual | 


Things, and muſt be duly poſſeſſed with an 
exalted Senſe of his infinite Dignity, Perfec- 


tion, and Authority. We muſt entertain the 


moſt humble Conceptions of our own, Weak- 


neſs, Infirmity, and Unworthyneſs to be ad- 


mitted to converſe with God by Prayer. And 


put ourſelves into ſuch a decent, proſtrate Poſ- 
ture of Body, as impious Duſt and Aſhes ought 
to appear in before the ame, and terrible 


Majeſty of Heaven and Earth. 
To thoſe who are warmly 3 after 


lawful Employments, Nothing can, at leaſt, 


by any Means, excuſe the Omiſſion of private 


Morning and Evening-Prayer. If they hope for 
Heaven, they muſt determine moſt faithfully 


to lay themſelves under theſe abſolute Reſtrie- 


tions; that however preſſing their Buſineſs or 
Avocations may be, ever to enter upon them, 


before they have implored the Bleſſing and 


Aſfiſtance of God: Nor, in the Evening, pre- 
ſume to prophane their Pillows by reſting 
upon them, before they have thanked God for 

= | the 
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the Mercies of the Day paſt, and put thin 
Tires under his Protection during the Night. 
Nor can we conſecrate all our Labours*to 
15 yy through the Day; or, as St. Paul expreſſes 
pray without ceaſing,” unleſs all our 
Deion and Undertakings be juſt and legal. 
If we are careful to take no unjuſt Ways to in- 
creaſe our Subſtance, and engage only in ſuch 
honeſt Callings and Departments as may be 
+ - purſued with Fidelity and a good Conſcience, 
wwe are then, from the higheſt to the loweſt 
S Stations in all various Offices and Employ- 
maments, doing what is to the Glory, and meets 
with the Approbation of God, equally with 
BY Prayers and Devotions in the Cloſet, 
If in every Act of Devotion and holy Exer- 
. ciſe then, we ſincerely acknowledge and con- 
feſs all the Sins of our paſt Lives, and form 
ſteady and unalterable Purpoſes of abandoning 
them; if we implore the divine Grace to 
ſtrengthen and affiſt us in performing this 
great Work; if we humbly beg his Providence 
and Care over us, amidſt the multifarious 
Scenes and Temptations of worldly Things; 
if we fervently retain a grateful Senſe of all 
Mercies, Benefits and Bleſſings received; hear- 
: oy beſeech him to ſend his Grace and every 
; | profitable 
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profitable Thing unto all Mankind; praiſe and 
adore all his immaculate Attributes and Per- 
fections; and perform all this in the Name, 
and through the Merits and Interceſſion of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, we ſhall pray as we ought . And 
our heavenly Father, who knoweth our Ne- 
ceſſities before we aſk, and our Ignorance in 
aſking, will give us more than either we 19 5 
or deſerve. 

Nothing, FR Som! 0 an tka 
with God by Prayer can vivify and kindle in 
us a Spirit of Holineſs and true Devotion, and 
| keep up in our Minds the Love and Fear of 

God, And of this King David was ſo fully 
ſenſible, that he did not think two ſtated 
Hours of the Day ſufficient for this Purpoſe, 
(as all true Chriſtians, who have Leiſure, 
ought to think) but appointed to himſelf more | 
frequent Returns of it. © Seven times a Day 
do I praiſe thee,” (fays he) © becauſe of 
thy righteous Judgments +.” © Evening, and 
Morning, and at Noon will I pray .“ At 
„Midnight I will riſe to give Thanks unto 
« thee, becauſe of thy righteous Judgments ||.” 

an role up early in the Morning, and offered 
I 4 + +Barne 


1 8 * Lu. xi. 1. Rom. viii. 26. + PC, cxix, 164. Þ Pf. Iv. 17. 
LPT. ir, 62. . EE 
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Burnt Offerings continually, in Order to in 
ttercede with God for his Children, © leſt 

e they ſhould have ſinned and curſed God in 
* their Hearts . © Daniel kneeled upon hi 3 

6 Knees three Times a Day, and prayed 
and gave Thanks before his God +.” And 
our bleſſed Saviour pens WR Nights in 
Prayer . : 

Every e e of this als Exerciſe with | 
gradually bring us to form a proper Indifference 
to every terreſtrial Attraction, will heighten 
and enliven in us all uſeful, praiſe-worthy, and 
amiable Qualities, and will lead us towards 
ſuch a ſtate of Perfection, as the Dignity of 
our Nature fn here arrive at. 

What a noble Exertion of the Soul, then, : 
is Prayer! What ineffable Bleflings and Ad- 
vantages may it procure us! What a Source of 
Felicity here, what an Infinity of unfading 
Joys hereafter ! Let it always be written in 
your Hearts: Begin and end all your T Oe 
trons with devout Prayer. 

When thou prayeſt, enter into thy Clo- 
« fet, and when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray 
to thy Father which is in ſecret; and thy 
Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward 

Job. i. 5. + Dan. vi. 10. 61. vi. 12. 
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ens On private Prayer — 121 | 
« thee openly *.” And, to our eternal conſo- 
lation, the ſame unerring Authority aſſures us, 
that all Things whatſoever we ſhall aſk in 
Prayer believing, we ſhall receive f.“ | 
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ON CLEANLINESS.” 
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oO may, perhaps, imagine that a Diſ- 
' A courſe on this Subject, can have little or 
Nothing to do with Religion. Experience, 
however, frequently convinces us, that the 
Cleanlineſs of the external Parts of the Body, 
is a ſtrong Image of the internal Purity of the 
Mind: Dirt and Filthyneſs being generally 


characteriſtical of a ſtupid, indolent, and gro- 


veling Diſpoſition. A famous Heathen Author 
has aſſerted, that Cleanlineſs is, at leaſt, half 
a Virtue*. And although Chriſtians cannot 


pronounce it to be a diſtin& Article of their 
Faith, yet the falutary Conſequences which 


reſult from a careful Attention to it, in-pre- 
ſerving the Health and Spirits of Mankind; 
and, eſpecially in populous, manufacturing 
. Towns and Cities, ought to recommend it to 

- e univerſal 
* Ariſtotle, 
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126 4 On Cleanlineſi.. 
univerſal Eftcem 4 Reverence. Whoever 


peruſes the Books of Exodus and Leviticus 
will find, that Cleanlineſs conſtituted a great 
Part of the Jewiſh Religion. Every Burnt 


Offering and Sacrifice underwent Luſtrations 
7 and Waſhings. The Prieſts were to waſh their 


Bodies in pure Water before they went into 


the Congregation to miniſter before the Lord. 


Any Perſon labouring under an infectious or 
naucious Diſorder was prohibited from coming 
into the Congregation. All lame, maimed, 

or unhealthy Perſons had diſtinct places al- 
lotted for them to dwell in, and worſhip with- 
out the Camp of the Iſraelites. And whoever 
was healed of any Malady, had touched any 


unclean Thing, or in any Way or Manner was 


declared to be impure, was commanded to 


walh his Cloaths, and bathe himſelf in Water. 


If the Diſorder of any one was infectious, or 


| ſuppoſed to be ſo, he was to waſh his Cloaths, 
and bathe himſelf in running Water. If he 


waſhed in an earthen Veſſel, it was to be bro- 


ken; if in a Veſſel of Wood, it was to be 


rinſed with Water. All I intend by theſe Ob- 


ſervations is to ſhew, with what very ſtrict At- 


tention Cleanlineſs was appointed by God 


himſelf to be obſerved among the Jews; and | 


Was 


On Cleanlineſs. . a 


. but one half equally obſerved among 
it would . incredibly contribute to the 


Health, . and; Tamar of this 
Country. 

But beſides Cleailineſs being eſtabliſhed 
among the Jews as a part of their Religion, yet 
with them it was (as moſt certainly it oughs to 


be with us) common Prudence, and moſt excel - 


lent Policy. The Countries both of Egypt 
and Judæa were very hot in moſt Seaſons of 
the Year, and this rendered Cleanlineſs pecu- 


liarly neceſſary. The Cuſtom of both theſe _ 


Nations was, to bathe Morning and Evening, 
and ſometimes at Noon *. Pharaoh's Daugh- 


ter diſcovered Moſes in the Flags, by the 


Brink of the River Nile, which runs through 


the Midſt of Egypt, as ſhe went with her 


Maids. to bathe T. And when Moſes was 


ſent to bring the Plagues upon Egypt, the 


Lord faid to him, * riſe up early in the Morn- 
< ing, and ſtand before Pharaoh, lo] he com- 
eth forth to the Water ; that is, to the 


ſame River to bathe. A Shoe, according to the 


| Eaſtern A conſiſted only of a Sole bound 
about 


„See 2 Sam. xi. 2. Hiſt. of Suſanna, and Lady. M. W. 


- Montague's Letters. 
TEX. 1: 8. 1 Ex. VII. ts. 
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Neceflity for waſhing the F ect. Thus; when 
Abraham entertained the Angels, the - firſt 
Favour he begged was, that they would = let 
a little Water be fetched to waſh their Feet“. 
When they arrived at the Tents of Lot, he 
ſays; © behold now, my. Lords, turn in, I 
0 7 r you, into your Servant's Houſe, and 
es tarry all Night, and waſh your Feet +.” 
When Abraham ſent his Servant to fetch a Wife 
for his Son Ifaac, Laban, Rebecca's Brother, 
ran to meet him, and gave him Water: to 
t waſh his Feet, and the Mens Feet that were 
1 with him . David faid to Uriah, go 
down to thy Houſe, and waſh thy Feet: 
But it is unneceſſary to quote what is ſo 
univerſally recorded in Scripture, and the Pro- 
priety and Utility of which is confirmed by 
every Dictate of common Prudence. The 
Number of the Iſraelites, at their Departure 
out of Egypt, according to a modern Com- 
putation, were not leſs than fix Millions of 


People . The ee and their Situation 
„ e 
* Gen. Xviii. 4. + Gen. vs 3.43 Gen. 32. 


| 2 Sam. xi. 8. 5 See moſt of the beſt Commentators on 
Ex, xii. 37. „ | | : 


KEY 


On Chanlings, 6 5 129 
| confidered, the niceſt Precaution Would be | 


ry in order to prevent Diſeaſe and In- 
fection, and preſerve their Health. Hence 
they were reſtricted by the Law from the 
ſmalleſt Approaches to Indecency and Un- 


(cleanlineſs; which, much to the Injury of 


Population, are ſcarcely regarded by us 
In after Ages, as this Duty was eaſily Nes 

performed, it made no ſmall Part of the Creed 

of the Phariſees; who found it, (among many 


5 other of their Doctrines,) a very commodious, 


external Ceremony, which might ſupply the 


's Place of genuine, internal- Purity. St. Mark 


infor 


« ples of Chriſt eat Bread with defiled, (that 


« 1s to ſay with unwaſhen) Hands, they found 


10 Fault. For the Phariſees, and all the Jews, 
A except they waſh their Hands oft, & eat not, 
holding the Tradition of the Elders. And 


"= when they come from the Market, except 


K 1 T they 


* ce Thou ſhalt es, 4 —_ alſo without on Ga. whither 


* thou ſhalt go forth abroad. And thou ſhalt have a Paddle upon 
thy Weapon; and it ſhall be when thou wilt eaſe thyfelf 
abroad, thou ſhalt dig therewith, and ſhalt turn back and co- 
« ver that which cometh from thee. For the Lord thy God 


« walketh in the midſt of thy Camp, to deliver thee, and to give 


* up thine Enemies before. thee : therefore ſhall thy Camp be 


* holy, that he ſee no unclean Thing in waged and wn eas 


© from thee.? Deut. *xili. 12, 13, 14. 


ms us, that when they ſaw the Diſci- 
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of chey wah a chey eat m of HY! many, other 
: e Things there be, -Hhich* waar have, received 
| 6 tothold, as the Waſhing of Cu 8. 


and Wii bh Veſſels and Tables „ be 
Diſciples of, Chriſt-were interrogated by them 
-geſpeRing. the Omiſſion of this their pretended _ 
Duty And Chriſt, in the moſt bitter Lan- 
1 5 guage, told them, that their Loye for external 
A ene had EOS: e Na At- 


oY 


— Deng 


. en not Ava N Sri Sa: of 
the. Body, but the waſhing it, and other 


D 


Things, to no uſeful Purpoſe, forgetting and 
deſ ſpiſing, at the fime 5 the N Farts 
of the Moſaic Law.“ a | 


$ -x 


The Sentiments Ls an RT ET 1 t 

on this Subject, were they but duly obſerved, 

: would, Jam confident, almoſt eradicate Diſ- 
cafes Goa among us. The Want of Clean- 
© lineſs (ſays chis excellent Author) i is a Fault 
VJ admits of no Excuſe. Poverty may 
. « oblige us to be cloathed in Rags, but where 
+: Water can be had for Nothing, it is ſurely 
„„ in the Power of every Perſon” to be clean. 
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owing to Want of Cleanlineſs. 


On Chantingſs. I 31 


. The ae Diſcharge from out Bodies by 


: Perſpiration renders frequent Waſhingeſlenti- 
« ally neceſſary to Health. The Itch and ſeve- 
* ral other Diſeaſes of the Skin, are chiefly 
o the ſame 

© Cauſe muſt we impute the various Kinds 
*of Vermin which infeſt the human Body; 

« Houſes, and the like. Theſe may always be 
© baniſhed by Cleanlineſs alone, and wherever 


* they abound, we are ſure it is neglected. 


One common Cauſe of putrid and malig- 
* nant Fevers is the Want of Cleanlineſs. 
* Theſe Fevers commonly begin among the 
* Inhabitants of cloſe, dirty Houſes, - who 
* breathe unwholeſome Air, take little-Exer- 


*ciſe, and wear dirty Cloaths, There the 


Infection is generally hatched, which ofterr 
* ſpreads far and. wide, to the Deſtruction 
* of many. In Places where great Numbers 
* of People are collected, Cleanlineſs becomes 
of the utmoſt Importance. It is well known © 


that infectious Diſcaſes are communicated by 
_ © tainted Air. Every Thing, therefore, which 


* tends to pollute the Air, or ſpread the In- 
* fection, ought, with the utmoſt Care, to be 
* guarded againſt. For this Reaſon, in great 
Towns, no F lth of any Kind, ſhould be 

5 K 2 permitted 


„5 o. Chantin : 15 ' 


« permitted to lie upon the streets. Nothing 


eis more apt to convey' 3 than the 
Excrements of the diſeaſec 
5 *Towns the Streets are little better than 
< Dunghills, being frequently covered with 
| * Aſhes, Dung, and Naſtineſs of every Kind. 
Even Slaughter Houſes, or Killing Shambles 


bare often to be ſeen in the very Centre of 
great Towns. The putrid Blood, Excre- 


© ment, &c. with which theſe Places are ge- 
© nerally covered, cannot fail to taint the Air, 
and render it unwholeſome. How eaſily 
« might this be prevented by active Magiſtrates, 


. « who have it always i in their Power to make 
© proper Laws relative to Things of this 


Nature, and to enforce the e 
1 of them.” 


We are Cory to 45 that the Ten * ; 


of general Cleanlineſs does not ſeem to be ſuf- 


* ficiently underſtood by the Magiſtrates of 
* moſt great Towns in Britain; though Health, 
_* Pleaſure, and Honour all conſpire to recom- 
© mend an Attention to. it. Nothing can be 


© more agreable to the Senſes, more to the 
* Honour of the Inhabitants, or more condu- 


*cive to their Health, thaa clean Town; 5 
nor can wy. Thing impreſs a Stranger with a 
| more 
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4 Hos diſreſpectful Idea of any People, than 


© thoſe dwelling in a dirty Town. Whatever 
_ © Pretenſions People make to Learning, Po- 


* liteneſs, or Civilization, we will venture to 
« affirm, that ſo long as they neglect Cleanli- 


It is a melancholy Obſervation, that the 


a lower Ranks of People in this Country ſeem 


to hold Cleanlineſs in a Sort of Contempt. 
One ſeldom fees a Farm houſe without a 
Punghill before the Door; and in ſome Parts 
* of England, the Cattle and their Maſters 


lodge under the ſame Roof. Peaſants are 


© likewiſe extremely careleſs with Reſpect to 


: Change of Apparel, and keeping their Houſes 
* clean. This is always either the Effect of EP 


© Indolence, or a dirty Diſpoſition. Habit 
1 may indeed render it leſs diſagreeable to them, 


but no Habit can ever make it ſalutary to 


vear dirty Cloaths, or breathe unwholeſome 
bg. 


in excellent Author concludes thus: 
C Cleanlineſs 18 certainly agreeable to our Na- 


ture. Like Virtue, we cannot help approv- 


ing it in others, though we do not practiſe 


* it ourſelves. It ſooner attracts regard than 


even finery itſelf, and often gains Eſteem 


K 2 where 


8 138 „ On Chanlnes: 
benden tha" Gals: It is an Ornament to the 
0 higheſt as well as · the loweſt Station, and can- 


nat be diſpenſed with in either. Few Virtues 
en of more Im e to 8 a than real 


Eo Ant every N but in MN Cities it 
thould almoſt be adored and revered . 
Let us, however, conſtantly remember, 
that notwithſtanding the ſelf-evident Utility 
and Advantage accruing to Society from bodily, 
_ external Cleanlineſs; there ſtill remains a 
Cleanlineſs of much higher Importance to 
_  Ehriſtians, the internal Cleanlineſs of the 


Heart. We are commanded to waſh ourſelves, 
not only from all Filthyneſs of the Fleſh,” 


but alſo of the < Spirit +.” Let us utterly e- 


linquiſh that Filthyneſs and Superfluity of 


Naughtineſs 4,“ which would effectually de- 
prive us of that ineſtimable Comfort, the 
Ability of drawing near unto God, with our 
£6 Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience Egg 

%%% wed y "nd 


* The ſame Reaſon which induces me to apologize for ſo long 
& Quotation from an Author very commonly read, will, I hope, 


be ſufficient to give ſtronger Weight and Reputation to the Sub- 
ect, as coming more regularly from the Mouth of a Phyhcian, 


Wan from a Clergyman. 
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in all our Undertakings, let us ſo far 
live up to the Purity of the Goſpel Precepts, 


as to be aſſured that our Conſciences are 
purged from dead Works, to ſerve the livin g 
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ON INTERNAL PURITY. 


Aturally does it lead us to Conſiderations 
on Purity of Mind, after ſpeaking to the 
_ Uſefulneſs and Neceflity of Cleanlineſs of 

Body. For however advantageous it may be 
for our preſent Health and Convenience to be 
externally clean; yet, with Reſpect to Futu- 
rity, that only © which cometh out of the 
Heart of a Man, defileth a Man x. Evil 
Thoughts and other numerous Pollutions, 
faffered to generate in the Heart, will ſpring 
up gradually, and reſpectively lead Mankind 
to the Commiſion of various Sins. Hence ap- 
pears the Propriety of Solomon's Advice: 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, for out 
of it are the Iſſues of Life F. To which we 

may generally add, the Iſſues of Death, eter- 
nal Death likewiſe, 1 the Hens is not perpe- 


en 


* Mat, xv. 11, 20. Prov. iv. 23. 


12 140 „ - On internal Purity. | „„ 
55 tually es in its firſt Motions, and "7 
eld by lawful, and pure Deſires. A Subject, 
therefore, it will be, worthy 2 very ſerious 
Conſideration, how we muſt avoid the Sins of 
; Impurity; leſt by a careleſs and fatal Inatten- 
tion to their firſt Attaks, we fuffer them . 
be cheriſhed and cultivated, and to grow up 
to Maturity. For when Luft hath con- 
* ceived, it bringeth forth Sin; and Sin, when 


iſhed, bringeth forth Death *.” 
When we are guilty of impure Thoughts, 


1 en the all- perfect Purity of 


Nature which, in itſelf, cannot ceaſe 


from being immaculate, chaſte, and ſpotleſs; 


inly would give us very alarming Ap- 


15 prehenſions of his Diſpleaſure againſt us. 
Upon every Recollection, with what Deteſ- 
tation ought we to look upon ourſelves, when 


our Minds have been impreſſed with Ideas, 


and dwelling upon Subjects which his very | 
Nature abhors; and that ſo long as we enter 
tain and cheriſh impure Deſires, fo long is he 
neceſſarily obliged to with- hold his Providence, 
Protection, and Spirit from us. For as © every 
Mord of: God is pure . as he is of purer 
on "4 0 than to behold Evil, and cannot look 


8 on 


| - Ja. i. 16. 8 5 + Prov: xxx: Jet 


02 internal N 


: 4 tape v, and even the 


of its utter Contrariety to his Nature, muſt 
utterly force him to forſake us. 


Impure Thoughts are generally, oh Wie = 


the £ 


eèds and Ground-plot of moſt Vices. 


They quickly drive from us every generous and 


refined Sentiment, give us grovelling and con- 
temptible Conceptions of the Divinity,” an 
gradually fap and undermine all Good: 


not quickly repulſed, we ate ſoon, as one 
that lieth upon the Top of a Maſt 1 jn the 
moſt imminent Danger of being ſwallowed up 
in the Gulph of vicious Affections. Our beſt 


Security will be found to conſiſt in a ſtrenuous 
Trial, by Prayer and Faſting, by good Books 
and good Company, to eraſe the CO 


and eradicate the Diſorder. © 
For when irregular Deſires are indutgsdd wt 


- cheriſhed, and begin to ſpring up from ouhỹ¶ 


Hearts, they will ſoon produce a plentiful 
Crop, which we ſhall not confine to ourſelves, 


but ſhall fow the peknicious and deſtructive 


Seed among all around us. Out of the 


£100 19; IF Job. . t Prov. XXU1, 34. 


EY 
Jeavens ate 
not clean in his Sight , how truly vile ſhall 
we appear, if we contemplate what by Reaſon 


efs and 
Virtue. When they once attack us, and are 
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and; Death b For every o of 


& wee 65 ah fide we are Sano at this | 
| ſecond: Stage of Impurity, are not aſhamed to 
impart our corrupt Thoughts to others; all the 
Words that Language could ſupply me with, 


chief and Injury we ſhall then daily commit. 

Truly in the Pſalmiſt's Language, will our 

Throat be an open Sepulthre t, and < the 
; f Aſps emit from under our Lips F.“ 

the Madman, repreſented by Solomon, 

aſt abroad Firebrands, Arrows, 

ene Expreſſion, 

every looſe or impure Word, whether uttered. 

in intelligible Language, or conveyed, (as is 


: a e Caſe] — "a of a eee. e 


ing, can ſeldom. fail of W Way jab the 


Hearts of ſome, which are already depraved, 
or not 3 guarded. Young Perſons by 


this diabolical Employment, cannot poſſibly 
ae Pollution; 7 Natural Corruption united 


| with the Health, Vigour, and Inexperience of 8 
Vouth, thus catch inſtant Fire, and blaze out 


into a anime ot: llcgal Appetites and 


* 


997 . "BT „% ᷑ Cas Deſires. 


Oe Lu. vi. 75. + Pf. v. 9. t Rom, ili. 3: 
I Fave. XXvi. 18. j nWl. 5 N 


fords . Son Hs Witneſs. pra dreadful | 


hs we are run to in this Vice. Do not 


3 our ur Streets and Villages reſound with the moſt 5 


filthy, immodeſt Language that can be de- 
viſed, both. 
married and unmarried! How many Families 
frequently ſet this helliſh Example before their 
Children and others, and even ſuffer their 


Children to do the ſame with ſcarce any Re- 
proof, as 
it produces no Reformation! When this is 
conſidered, ſurely we ſhall ceaſe. to wonder, | 
that young Creatures, at an early, and even 


Proof; or What, in Effect, is no Re 


almoſt unnatural Period of Life, ſhould caſt 


off all Modeſty and Senſe of virtuous. Shame. 
Nor longer need we continue unable to aſſigg 


a Reaſon for the univerſal Increaſe of Brothels 
and Proſtitutes, along with the daily Mur- 
ders, Robberies, and Depredations which are 
perpetrated by thoſe Miſcreants who herd with 
them, and aſſiſt in ſupporting their Infamy.! 


Innumerable indeed are the Miſeries — ag " 


here and hereafter which generally originate 
from Impurity ; . and hence the ſmalleſt Ap- 
proaches towards. this moſt horrid Vice, 
85 ought to be carefully avoided and corrected. 
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85 All flthy or fooliſh'Songs; ; 
has! ! the une Windows 


pronounce to be In- 
For whoever, either in 


vent ves bo this 
Youth or Age, helps to 
woſt amiable” and captivating Virtue, Mo- 
„and promotes Senſuality and Impurity, 
whether by Intimations, Words, or Actions, 
dut a moſt bitter Repentance, muſt never 
* the God of Purity hereafter. And for theſe 
e, ow admirably calculated to counter- 

& this Vice, are the Doctrines of the new 
ent. Let no corrupt Communication 


Proceed ont of your Mouth. Fornica- 


- 


* 


«tion, and all Uncleanneſs let it not be once 
named amongſt you; neither Filthyneſs, nor 
fooliſh Talking, nor Jeſting, which are not 
"08 * convenient Wo. 8 For 1 wy unto gs that 


* 
© 5 — * X 


. * Eph. iv. 29, and Coll. iii. 8. 4 Bob. v. 3, 4. 
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7. for every idle Word that Men fall ſpeak, 
* they ſhall give an Account thereof in the 
Pay of Judgment *. „ God hath not cal- 

5 * led us unto Uncleanneſs, but,ounto Holi- 
« neſs ; © and none but the pure in Heart 
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am now : 3 a 2 Subject. d 


in this preſent, this refined, this enlightened 
d has become the Jeſt of the Libertine; 
the Boaſt of the abandoned and the ſhameleſs; 
and, by the Generality of Men, are both its 


. contemned. Io treat of it, therefore, RA 


that Seriouſneſs and Attention which it natu- 


turally demands; to ſhew its diametrical Op- 


poſition to the immaculate Nature of God; 


and to ſet forth the dreadful Threatnings'« of 
eternal Miſery, . which the Scripture hath de- 
nounced againſt it, all united, would probably 


produce no ſuch valuable Effects, as might 
tend to impede the Progreſs of this alarmingly 
increaſing Evil. I ſhall, therefore, open this 
Subject ſomewhat i in an hiſtorical Manner, by 
. the pernicious Conſequences it hath 
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the Proſperity 
and increaſe of the Body politic; ; and then ſhew 
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hes with what fell very little 
And the Reafo 


We y pro luced for theſe ſevere 


covered, that wherever this Vice prevailed, 


Nr 9 : e . 


controul it, hows mu ourſelves From ſo Ewing 


„ Some, Baabe may conjecture, that no 1 


\ if = 1 Sk enjoined, in ſome Caſes, that this 
Wi 5 e thould be puniſhed with Death; and in 
hort of Death. 


_ Inſtitutions principally were; they had diſ- - 
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* 5 


of Heathen Nations, which had a e 5 


% 1cfs-of human Nan ure to it, 

1 8 Ken and conceal "the ill Effects ref 1 

tttom the Commiſſiom of it. Happily, however, 

1 * Irma; ; we the ir r Caſe; 

* . to ſtop the —— 
and to > puniſh the Perpetrators of this Crime. 


1 it was generally pernicious and inj urious to the 
EE Nene to public Welfare, and to private 
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De fire of Revenge, which Y 
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des, be _ e the Nn der 
Yr g and bloody Wars SoC UW ri 24 171 FI 
1 devoutly is it to 18 1 wiſhed tha 

| midſt all our enlightened and er by 
Accompliſhments)” would but ſee with the 
en h en, ce "the N 5 
Neceſſity ty 


5 Ded . . th . 
. mo —— Miſery and Inconve- 
; which weakens and decreaſes Populaz” 


tion; ane litterally brings Numbers into the 
Grave of ternporal and eternal Death; deſpiſed! 
unnoticed, uncorrected; nay even Witheut ec 
_ citing the "POE hed of” 287 _ Mars | 
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-Pachiins if we ow he is 1 1cipal- 


and Movements, which have'occaf 


Overthrow of every known Nation upon Earth, 
we ſhall find that this Vice hath ann, deen 
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| an End to the Comfort and F elicity. of 
eſti; wie | This;/7:infote Meaſure, - 
1 * en much Ow: 0 


N al as * 


; Tater were a db and rebellious Peo- | 
ple, very apt to imbibe the Notions, and ad- 
here to the impious Practices of the Nations 
dwelling round about them. To preſerve them 
from. Purſuing. the Abominations of their 
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ee Gen. xvi. 4, 5, 6. Sta . 1 See Heb. 
Gi. 1. and vii. 11 | Mat. xix. 8. Mark x. 5. Gen i. 


| fires. ee Evile, he. he permitted 


. chops; this Allowance, as he had done their 
Aen. knowing that the Act itſelf would 
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u whole Je with Nation at onee; no leſs 
e aten four Thouſand Perſo d ot t 
| Plague, as the ſole Conſequence of it I 5 


pel, which are authenticated by the Teſtimony 


_ of St. Paul $,. will have lamentable Proofs of 


| the groſs Superſtition. Depravity,, and Debau- 


chery, which was then univerſally prevalent. | 


The Quietude and Peaceableneſs of this Period 


had totally enervated the Minds of Men, and 


depreſſed them into every Thing derogatory to 


+ ® See. 2 Sam, 3 xi. 273 . wi. 20, 22. 3 
e ie BY t Deut. vi. 3. l Num. xxv. Ch. 
F Rom, 1. Ch. 


* 


tremenc ous: ET Pak, 5 God 155 


ruſes. the beſt. Hiſtorians. next ; 
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Name that in Gery Breaſt animated with the Love of 
ab of the fine Arts, the warmeſt Senſations of Gratitade, 


| 1 Admiration, and Reſpent. ; The  brightoſt Emanations of 8 


c moſt profound and i ingenious Exertions of che human Mind, 
_ diſplayed themſelves in this propitious Spot. Robertſon's Hiſt. 
of an. Greece Int. P. g. Strange Reyertion hen St. Paul ar- 
rived amon them ! For he found them wholly given up to Ido. 
Hatry, and ihceMantly buſied am among Strangers 1 in hearing or tel. 
ling ſome new Thing. eee, Gt; 
inth. e moſt wn in all Greece, was, 
very powerful in in naval Strength, and acquired vaſt Wealth by 


Trade. Next to Athens and Sparta it was the moſt conſiderable 


State in ancient Greece. Robertſon's Hiſt. ibid. When St. 


Pabl wrote his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 236 were ried 
in exery 8 £ 
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| nes gradually (like the Miſt before the Sun) 
| began to diſpel and vaniſh. All their former 
deteſtable Practices were now abandoned, and 
; W TAL began't to wear the Aſpect of religi- 


nable Worſhip of their Deities to be neglected; 
and hence they began to enforce the Obſer- 


vance of it by inffictng the moſt dreadful 


Toôrtures x. But all the Fury and Perſecuti 

of their Enemies had the Effect only, of put- 
ting in them the invincible Reſolution of ad- 
 hering to the Chaſtity and Purity of Chriſt's 


Religion. How can 1 do this great Wick . 


edneſs and Sin againſt God +,” was the inva- 
riable Maxim of the holy Men of this Age. 
And Virgins, rather than ſuffer a Violation of 
5 their Honour, with the utmoſt Chearfulneſs 
vielded to ſuch þ inhuman and barbarous Deaths, 


& 
N * 8 


burnt, and charging them with it. Hence they were moſt bar- 
 barouſly perſecuted ; cloathed f in the Skins of wild / Beaſts, and 
torn in Pieces by Dogs; crucified; nay burned alive as an 
_ Amuſement to give Light in the Night. Tacitus, Ann. I. 15. 
c. 44," See Heb. xi. 33, 38. 
. rs F, Gen, xxxix, 9. 


dene e. The Heathens com- 
plained that Chriſtianity cauſed the abomi- 


* 1 5 15 was the gr ng 2 5 raiſed a | genera Perſecu- 
tion againſt the Chriſtians, by cauſing the City of Rome to be 
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Fury of wicked Men could deviſe. 
y would be the Enquiry how 


3 fot the Chaſtity of theſe Ages, under the 
ſiame divine Law, we are ſunk. into our pręſent 5 
Depravity. We have inconteſtible Proofs, that 
this Vice hath much of late increaſed among 

us; and like all other national, public Sins, 
15 the more it increaſes,. the leſs it is regarded: and 
puniſhed, until its Conſequences moral and 5 
natural, „ the Judgments of God, appear 
Abroad in the Earth. Probably no effectual 
Method will put a Stop to this heinous Sin, 
unleſs a moral Found 


ation be ſtructured in 
very early Vears. Particularly among the lower 


___ Claſſes of Mankind, we cannot but obſerve YN 
great Diſſoluteneſs of Behaviour; little regard 
is paid to Decency and Purity; and much leſs 
to a virtuous Shame. This i is that Vice which 

more than others occaſions the Weight of pub- 
lic Taxes, and the Increaſe of the Poor. And 
of theſe Aſſeſſments we ſhall never be diſbur- 
dened, if we do not vigourouſly unite to take 
away. the Occaſions of them, by training our 
Youth (particularly the tender Sex) to Delicacy 
and Purity. Let us ever remind 5 that in 


Order 8 


e 


On Pornication. „„ 67. 


f Order to retain that univerſal Guard to 8 
ttat lovelieſt of female Ornaments, Modeſty, 


they muſt never venture into the Society of the 


Shameleſs; nor preſume to liſten to the innu· 
merable Wiles of perjured and inhuman Mon- 
ſters, who, in many Caſes, would be leſs guilty 
in putting an End to their Lives at once, than 


in depriving them of what is generally more 
valuable, their Honour and Reputation, and 
then leaving them to the Mercy of a pityleſs, 
and wicked World! In this unhappy State, 
where there has been any Spark of Virtue, or 


Sting of Conſcience remaining, how many have 
broke their own! ow many their Parent's 
Hearts ! . 
And in kicker Life, at leaſt, ſurely 3 innu- 
merable are the Ways by which Men may re- 
fine their Manners, improve their Delicacy, 
and gain Honour and Credit to themſelves in 
the Society of the modeſt and virtuous Part of 
the other Sex. And let thoſe who chuſe a con- 
trary Conduct remember, that there is no 
% Darkneſs, nor Shadow of Death, where the 


Workers of Iniquity may hide themſelves . 


Job. xxxiv.- 22. 
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HE Conſequences of Adam's Tranſ- 
greflion, were not confined ſolely to the 
human Race. His Sin not only wrought an 
univerſal Depravity in Mankind, but its Effects 
extended themſelves throughout the whole 
Creation. Beaſts, Birds, and Fiſhes now firſt 
began to exhibit a Change of Nature, by vora- 
ciouſly preying one upon another. And the 
whole vegetable Syſtem ceaſed to produce ſpon- 
taneouſly what was requiſite for the Food and 
Supplies of its Inhabitants. Hence the Cor- 
ruption of Nature rendered Induſtry a neceſſary 
Part of the Duty of Man. Thorns and Thiſ- 
tles“ (ſays the Almighty to Adam) . ſhall the 
« Earth bring forth to thee; curſed is the 
Ground for thy Sake; in the Sweat of thy 
Face ſhalt thou eat Bread.” And on his Ex- 
pulſion from Paradiſe, Fs the Lord God ſent 
„„ 1 him 


2 "LI pe dl 


of 3 x 
wen IO A * *. 
. et og (pe Box —— I * 2 7 
_ 5 DE. x 
MP... ner, L © EL RSS SO ho 
54 oy 5 4 29% 9 6 n n 8 * PATE” : 2 
of P * wr \ 4 * 
ny 


162 5 5 Tuduftry. 


Oh him forth from the Garden of Eden, all - 


e the Ground from whence he was taken x. 


Induſtry, therefore, is a Duty, from which 
none of the Sons and Daughters of Adam can 
be exempted. By this Injunction, from the 
' higheſt to the loweſt Station, all Perſons are 


bound, in ſome Way or Manner, in ſome De- 


_ - partment, Calling, or Employment, propor- 
tionable and ſuitable to their Capacities and | 
| Circumſtances, to aſſiſt in ſupporting the good 


Order and Government of Society. * 


mable are the Offices above the Line of menial 
Ser vitude which fall to the Lot of the higher 5 
and middle Ranks of Mankind. And Num- 

bers there are who muſt perform this Duty 

from Neceſlity ; the greater Part o our fellow 


Creatures muſt labour or periſh. 
Whether, therefore, we are of real Benefit 
to Society collectively, or to any Branch of it 


5 individually, equivalent to our Abilities and 


5 Conditions, becomes a ſerious Queſtion? In 


ſome Degrees we muſt be uſeful in ourſelves, 
how independent ſoever we may be by Fortune 


and Affluence; and the more important our 


5 Services are to the Community, the more ac- 


b an 1 be to Hoe. als Species 


e iii. . 1, 19, 23. 
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of Labour which excludes all Uſefulneſs, muſt 


be deducted from honeſt Induſtry, and never 


be admitted into any Conſideration. And cer- 
tainly great Numbers employ both Time and 
Circumſtances in ſo unhappy a Way, as almoſt 


| to cancel the Deſign of doing ſome good, or 
bringing ſome: Advantage to others. Thoſe 


who ſpend their Lives in the Service of Plea- : : 


ſure, Gaiety, and Amuſement, however the 
Eaſe and Affluence of their Stations may per- 


mit it, muſt notwithſtanding be content to 


allow, that they · eat the Bread of Idleneſs x. 
Rational Creatures, accountable for the uſe or 
Miſuſe of their Time, one would think, could 


ſcarce bring themſelves to ſo abſurd a Conclu- 
ſion, as that of their being intituled by Means 


of any earthly Proſperity, to live without 


Care, Reflection, and Utility. Thoſe who 
continually revel in the public Path of Cuſtom 
and Folly; will, by this Means, probably, 
become well known to the world; but, with 
Reſpect to their Uſefulneſs in it, they either 


| * be accounted as ſo many blank Spaces 
e among 


Pro. xxxi. 27. The 0 of an W Emperor 5 
(when he could net recollect in the Evening any eſſential WY os 
be had done to his fellow Creatures during the Day) was, to 


- exclaim, My Friends, I have loſt a Dept. 3 in Suet. K. 3. IT ö . : 2 


dmong God 
© | eftener the Caſe, ſo many Temptations, Snares, 
and ſtumbling Blocks in the Way of others. 
We muſt allow, that if our Lives are ſpent in 
2 Manner ſo contrary to the Deſign of our 


's 8 mom or, lich is . | 


Creation, the World can be little better for our 


Exiſtence in it; and fortunate for us will it be, 
ii it is not <vorſe. We may have laboured with 
" inceſſant Vigilance, born the Fatigue of Dreſs 
and Company; become wan and enfeebled by 
Diſſipation, and Purſuit after Amuſements 
and, after all, the Character that the World 
can honeſtly give us whilſt /iving, or write over 
our Graves when we are no more, will be, that 
we bad lived and died. And we muſt expect, 
that when ourſelves are gone, our Works muſt 
Hon follow us, ſoon be forgotten and oblite- 


rated. The Memory of the Juſt,” ſays So- 


lomon, © is bleſſed : but they Name of the 


Wicked hall rot“. 

But how happily, how 1 t 
might the higher Ranks of the Community be 
to the lower, would they only look a little 

around them, and obſerve the Variety of Ob-— 


| jets which demand their Attention! To aſſiſt 
" Dur. -- 8 Brethren with proper Advice, is 


ſometimes 


. * Prov! x. 7. 


% | 
= 
= 
* 
1 
3 
. 


On Tnduftry. — „ 


ſometimes of greater Value to them than a pe- 


cuniary Gratuity; to comfort and 3 
them in the Hour of Anguith and E Diſtreſs; ; 


encourage their good Reſolutions; to put — 


upon the beſt Methods of honeſt Subſiſtence; 
to exhort them to purſue with Chearfulnefs 
and Fidelity their daily Labour; to pay due 


Honour and Reſpect to their Superiours, and 


- Gratitude to their Benefactors; and to be ſober, 


humble, and contented with the Lot of Pro- | 
vidence. Exertions of this Nature among the 


lower Ranks of Men, would produce fo many 
_ unſpeakable Bleſſings and Advantages to So- 


ciety, that, perhaps too much Reflection and 

Labour could ſcarcely be ſpent upon them. 
Yet, I preſume, it might be well performed, 
without being ſuffered to interrupt our friendly 


: or ſocial Intercourſe. The Conſciouſneſs of 


the Good donie by it would greatly enhance 


the Delight of our Hours of neceſſary Relax- 
ation, and reaſonable Amuſement. And the 
Miſery and Diſtreſs we ſhould then fee among 


others, would teach us to be truly thankful to 


our merciful Maker for the ample Bounty he 


has granted us. Probably theſe Reflections may 
11] agree with the Notions of the fancied Gen- 
teman, and Man of the World. But, I truſt, 

W — they 
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> Reaſon, in to o Religion. 


fo They might aft greatly i 1 Pre 0¹ notion of 


icreaſe of the 1 : 


ey juſtly, ped: muſt we allow,” that 


| Viki among us perform unceaſing Acts of 
Benevolence and Charity to their fellow Crea- 
tiures. That, n with 
Lare Rich in Works, ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate; and thus lay up in 
* Store for themſelves a good Foundation 
e againſt the Time to Goin, that _ 7 " | 
L hold on eterna] 
And happy would it be, if all among us aid - 
but duly conſider how very much the Welfare, 
and even the Exiſtence of this Kingdom de- 
pend on the proper Employment of the labour- 
ing Poor. Although they are the greater Num- 


their Affluence, they 


Life. 


ber of Mankind, and the Strength and Sinews 
of the Britiſh State, yet the Notice and En- 
couragement of them, in this improved Age, 


is conſidered as far beneath the Dignity of a 
Man of Faſhion, Taſte, and Refinement. Such 
' Perſons, probably, would treat you in the Stile 


A 
Tim vi. 18, 19. 


On a „1 


10 Honour, ſhould you icon them of Want 
of Zealand Af for the Proſperity of their 
Country. But we may ſafely affirm, that who- 
ever permits, connives at, or encourages the 
Poor in the Love of Diſſipation, and Indo- 
lence, in the Purſuit of ſome fooliſh, inſigni- 
ficant, or vicious Calling and Employment, 
which may injure the Morals or waſte the Time 
of Community; or in whatever is evidently” 
contrary to their on, and the public Intereſt, 
by interrupting or taking off their Attention 
from honeſt Labour, is plainly a ke to his 
King, his Country, and his God. _ 

Let us, then, remember and ifculcats the 
Aſſertions of Solomon : - He that tilleth his 
&« Land, ſhall be ſatisfied with Bread: but he 
« that followeth vain Perſons, is void of Un- 
* derftanding *. Attention to the Diſcharge 
of our reſpective Duties, in all the uſeſul, va- 
rious Departments of Life, will make us heal- 
thy, chearful, and contented Bere; and, at the 
Hour of Death, enable us to make this ho- 
nourable Reflection: Thanks be to God. 
We have not © hid our Lord's Talent in the 
Earth; but, in Proportion to our different 
Powers and Abilities, ſome of us have e 
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ON FRUGALITY.. 


Trongly as we muſt be convinced of the 
Benefits and Comforts which flow from a a 
Life of Labour and Induſtry, and of the ho- 
neſt Reflections which it might enable us to 
make with Reſpect to another Life; yet, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, in common Things, will the 
End thereof be but Labour and Sorrow *,” 
of ſmall Advantage to the Perſons themſelves - 
thus employed, unleſs the Earnings are pre- 
ſerved by Frugality and Economy. And for 
this Purpoſe, there is a certain Medium, which 
every Man muſt fix for himſelf, and which, 
probably others cannot accurately fix for him, 
not only how to ſubfiſt within the Bounds of 
his Income, but alſo to attempt to lay up ſuch 
reaſonable Reſerves, as may contribute towards 
his Comfort, and the Supply of his Neceſſities, 
* Eccles. v. 15, 16, 17. | 
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in the Exigencies and Caſualties of FR 5 
Life. Certain Plans and Contriyances muſt 


bs be adopted, certain Rules invariably ad- 


hered to and obſerved, without regarding in 
the leaſt the Modes and Cuſtoms others purſue 


in Life, unleſs it be to pattern after thoſe in 


like Circumſtances with ourſelves, who have 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves by Prudence and Diſ- 


cretion. If theſe Methods are duly attended to, 
ſeldom, I preſume, ſhall we have Occafion to 


complain” of Want and Indigence. For this 
will be a Proof to all Men, that we ſtrive to 


obtain an honeſt and honourable Independence. 
2 hat we not only labour, but apply the Pro- 
duce of op SOR to the wile Os to the 
5 e Procurance 

* Societies uni 1974 for che Eſtabliſhment of Funds for the Main- 


_ tainance of Individuals among the lower Orders of Men, during 


Sickneſs or Inability to purſue their reſpective Employments, 
are Inſtitutions” excellently calculated to depreſs the Poor-rates. 


The higher Ranks of Men, therefore, ought to encourage them, 


and ſtrive to make them as w2iver/al as poſſible, And it would 
neither be a mean nor unworthy Employment, were Perſons of 
known Probity and Diſtinction to head theſe Societies; to ſee 


that no Buſineſs was tranſacted in them through Partiality or 
Covetouſneſs ; that their Meetings be conducted with Propriety 


and Decency ; and eſpecially that New Year's Day be not (as it 


too often is) converted into Riot and Exceſs. This Day always 


ought to be kept ſacred, and employed in forming proper Reſolu- 
tions of amending our Lives in the pre/ext Year; and in praying 


that the Sins of the . Year may never riſe up in Judgment 5 
* againſtus |! 


On Frugatity. | | 173 


7 


| Procirance a of plain, uſeful, neceſſary 
Things; ſuch as neither nicely gratify the Ap- 


petite, nor promote Effeminacy and Indul- 
gence. Whoever does thus, and in all other 
Reſpects moderate their Paſſions and Deſires by 
an Adherence to Care and Frugality; (and, at 


the ſame Time, ſuffer not the Things of this | 
Life, to lead them into a Forgetfulneſs of the 
more important Concerns of the next,) depend. 


upon it, will-find many Friends, and perhaps 


when they leaſt expect them, many Ways to 


aſſiſt and encourage them. For ſuch Conduct 
may induce their more opulent Neighbours to 


lend them pecuniary Aſſiſtance to put them into 


a more profitable Line of Life, along with 
their Advice beſt how to purſue it; and thus, 
by exalting their Situation, ' increaſe their Abt- 
lities of doing Good to others. | 

Happy indeed is the Reflection, that by daily 
Experience we are Witneſſes of Numbers, who 


by Care and Economy, by Frugality and In- 


. duſtry, raiſe themſelves from very forlorn and 
indigent Stations to an Eminence of Power, 
Honour, and Fortune; and who live to ſee 
their Poſterity fixed in the Enjoyment of their 
juſtly acquired Poſſeſſions. A full Proof of the 
&xcellency of our Laws and Government, and 
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4 Subjects; ina | Land of —— N 
But although Opulence is the Need whi ch 
is frequently conferred upon Induſtry and Fru- 

aa 6505 the ſame Experience evinces the 
hat Acquiſition, which ſo often in- 
hs Men with Inſolence and Vanity; a ge- 
neral Forgetfulneſs of the Donor of their 
Wealth; and which ſubſtitutes Gold the Idol 


of thei Riches, and engaged to give a juſt Ac- 
: of that Stewardſhip, ſhould ever have this 
Price imprinted upon their Memories, that 
cc if Riches increaſe,” not- * ivy their Hearts 
upon them.. e 
Care and Prigaliny, 1 10wever, ae | 
dential Duties neceſſary to the Credit and Con- 

{ſequence of all Men, it were much to be 
wiſhed that they were univerſally regarded. But 
as, among the lower Ranks of Men more par- 
I goututy, they are heinouſly neglected and 
_ deſpiſed, I ſhall fet before You the Deſcription 


5 of an induſtrious Spendthrift. 


What Multitudes among us, (and thoſe 
even the” moſt active and ingenious in their 


rod HD 


pf. xi. 10. 


of _ Hearts, or the Miniſter of their Ex- 
The richeſt, being but Stewards 


1 


On E = 1 75 


beſpedive Departments ,) have this Paradox 5 
in their Conduct, that they undergo alk the 
Fatigues of bodily Labour, intentionally to 


ſpend the principal Part of their Earnings upon 


ſome favourite Vice. What an alarming Proof 


of the Want of Frugality and Economy is it, 
where Men are known to labour hard, and 


earn large Sums; and yet always appear 
cloathed in Rags, and exhibit all the Tokens 
of abject Poverty and Diſtreſs. And when this 
is the Caſe with thoſe who have Families, the 


tremendous Malady grows to its full Extent. 
To ſuch Perſons, it is true, Preference will 
be given by the World before the indolent, 
and thoſe who have not Courage to work. But 


in both, the Conſequences are pretty nearly 
equivalent. He that is ſlothful in his 
Work, ſays Solomon, is Brother to him 


that is a great Waſter +.” We cannot 


call them Foſter Brothers: for the one has 


fucked the Milk of aue not to ſave, the 


other 


. thank a very unhappy, yet it is a common ad true Ob- 


ſervation, that the beſt, moſt expeditious, and moſt ingenious 
Workmen in the various Branches of Agriculture, Manufacturies, 


Trade, and Commerce, are moſt guilty of Intemperance and 
Extravagance ; and they will labour like the Beaſts of Burden one 
Part of the Week, in Order to transform themſelves into Hoſts 
during the other. 

. | I Prov. XVill. 9. 


1 . 4 8 DIES N 1 0 Wen 15 , 2 " * 2 oa © * ry s o& 
n Wm ” 4 os Dy g 2 Þ * 0 
* 1 Pa. mg up 4. RF r. r * * 
2 1 2 BE . * n py * 0 


. 
. : 


0 r TIS 
PPP 


4 - pr AS 


— 


rr 
—— 2 
— 


a 
ir Pot tn, nh 


* 1 . be > 
e FEE 
* * e e om 
6 h — a a ao 


_ r * 
ö 2 
FFF 
. . ͤ FEI 
: 2 1 4 A LT. 
» % 2 ad 92 = 2 * e 
* 


1 9 
4 Bt ESE oe As 
— rods — * 4. "_. 


Ae FIG 


Brom 


* 
_ 
* 


F 
* _—_— 


4 

— 

© _— 
— 

U _—_ 
. ""__ 
- py} 
- En p 
Wn, 
"LIST 


— 
Xen LY 
LO wn 
__ * 
* e — 


eee 


Rs 
oF 


46 
1 Stherthe? 


wretched Companions. - 
ſquandered, and his Labours muſt be reſumed, 
can his callous Conſcience behold unmoved the 
neceſſitous Calls of his pitileſs Family? Dare 
he reflect on the miſerable Straits they muſt 
undergo, in Order to drag out a loathſome Ex- 
iſtence to the Week's End? After this Riot 


of Affection, or e of Tenderneſs 1 is left in 


05 A | rug ality. | 
ilk of Slothfulneſs nor 7e get. Yet, 
the Srmer who ſpends his Earnin gs; is pre- 


ently levelled with the latter who gets No- 
thing to ſpend; and thus their Dependents 
7 equally feel the Laſh of their Miſconduct. 
Hear then the miſerable, incoherent Cha- 
racter of the induſtrious Prodigal, who lives 
improvidently, and without Concern for thoſe, 
who are obliged to look up to him for their 
daily 


Who, as ſoon as his Wages are 
received, adjourns to the Alehouſe, ſpends in 


one Day the Earnings of three; and who 
drowns the Cares of his Family, thoſe whom 
the Laws of Nature and Religion bind him to 
preſerve from Want, in Senſuality and Exceſs, 


amidſt the Imprecations and Curſes of his 
When his All is 


and Extravagance, ſhould his forſaken Infants 
meet him with the Smile of Innocence, and 
welcome his Return; ſurely if any Remnant 


his | 


= 


o ; ey 


his We muſt he not ſmart under the f : 
lowing Reflections: What a Wretch am 1 
* zhus to conſume my Days and my Earnings 
Little do theſe helpleſs Children know how 
© I have ſhamefully waſted what they muſt feel 
the Want of; and that their'craving: Appe- 
* tites muſt be deſtitute of a full Supply of ne- 
| * ceſlary Food, becauſe, in the vileſt Way, 2. 
have deſtroyed what was due to them. What 
© Regard or Attention can I expect from them 
_* when I am diſabled from earning a comfor- 
table Support in Sickneſs and declining Age! 
Happy would ſuch Reflections as theſe _ 
within the Breaſt of every one devoted 
Prodigality. And teach every Beogerive' of 
ſocial Duties to recollect the Words of St. 
Paul. If any provide not for his own, 
te and eſpecially thoſe of his own Houſe, he 
* hath denied the Faith, and is Fouls 1 e 
« Infidel . c 
Let every one, then 118 3 no re 
5 Dead for Support but that of conſtant 
Induſtry, conſider, that he cannot expect to 
exiſt beyond the Reach of Need and Neceſſity, 
without beſtowing . Care os what 18 


* 


; Re 


— * I Tim. V. 8. 


this the pooreſt Man has a 


| Value to the 2m 
1 this can never fail of being regarded and 


2” 


earnec ; and a 4 dent Management in 1 the Uſe 


* 


Ittainment of a 
more comfortable Portion of worl 


f | Mane are NE Ways by which N Men may — 
vigorous Exertions for the At 


ly Things; 
Right to: and if he 
manages well and honeſtly, aud unites thereto , 
all the other Dutics of a good Chriſtian, - he 
il um fail of Succeſs. An honeſt, ſober, 


5nd af nem Man, who. ſtrives to do what is 


beſt, in every Situation, is of ineſtimable 
unity; and, in an Age like 


emed. For never was there a Period of 
ime /-when Diſſipation and Extravagance 
without Controul than the pre- 


| fre, — Rankeof of. 1 *. . Apuriee 


7 oke N . z E <5 ; * and 
wk 2075 JJ 8 N 1 
8 * 7 J A % * * 


* One Part daily ohen of the Penuriouſneſs of the Times, 

the Lowneſs of Wages, and the Dearneſs of Proviſions. Look 
Into their Expences, ſee their Want of Contrivance and Frugality, 
| and there you come to the Origin of the Complaint. 


Another Part complain of the diſtreſſing, annual Increaſe of 


Taxes for the Support of Government; but the very grievous 
Taxations of Pride, Luxury, Intemperance, and Extravagance, 
7 Which empty the Purſes, and deſtroy the Morals of Thouſands 


are utterly diſregarded. Let every Individual lay aſide one Vice, 


and depoſit the Sum, which was annually ſpent in the Support 


of it, for the Exigencies of the State; this probably would abo- 
liſh Taxes in future, and pay off the national Debt. 


$ 


j F 
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and Eagerneſs i in getting, and the Fo olly, De- 
luſion, and Vanity in ſpending, are now almoſt 


univerſally, ruling Vices. © Appearances muft 
be ſaved, and Realities ſacrificed, in Order 
to enable Perſons to rival one another in the 
expenſive Parade of faſhionable Life; and in 
what has no Connection with intrinfic Merit, 


or true Diſtinction. Moſt certainly our Pride, | 
Luxury, Diffipation, and Forgetfulneſs of 


God, have entituled us to expect the moſt 


bitter Effects of his Anger and Diſpleaſure. 


Not long hence we have experienced two Indi- 


cations of his Vengeance upon us; a long and 


calamitous War, and Scarcity of Bread. Let 
us, hilft we have Time, make the wiſeſt Uſe 
of theſe Tokens that we can, by acknow- 
ledging the Propriety of the Prophet's Exhor- 


tation: When the Judgments of God are 
« abroad in the Earth, let the Inhabitants of 


09 the World learn Righteouſneſs *. 
N*- 


* Iſa. xxvi. 9. 
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ON CONTENTMENT. UNDER "THE PF A- 
 TIGUES OF INDUSTRY. 


YOmmon is the Caſe, that among thoſe 

{ who- are neceſſitated or engaged to pay 
enn Attention to Buſineſs, and the Hard-— 
ſhips of Induſtry, Numbers annex an additio- 
nal Weight to their Burdens, by exhibiting a 
ſullen, gloomy, fretful, and diſcontented Con- 
duct; envious of their Superiours, cynical and 
peeviſh to their Equals. It is ſcarcely to be 
imagined how the Lives of Thouſands are im- 
bittered in a very high Degree, by Means of 
this forbidding, and unhappy Temper. The 
Simplicity, Joy, and Chearfulneſs which exiſt 
in rural Life, have been the favourite Subjects 
of many elegant Writers: And they have given 
ſuch pleafing and engaging Deſcriptions of 
village Innocence, and the enlivening Jocun- 
dity which ſoothe away the Hours of thoſe 
who live in the more ſequeſtered Walks of 
Nature, that many have been tempted to. be- 


S lieve 


— 


5 . o Contentment under the - 


| lieve that om Situations are preferable. to the 
| ruſtic Life of the Peaſant, who labours in the 
Fields and may devote his Leiſure to the 
enchanting Amuſement of the Woods and 
Groves. When Authors have all the Charme 
and Beauties of Nature before them, a ſound | 
Judgment, and a fine I magination, will adorn | 
and ornament ſo fertile a Subject with all the 
Flowers of deſcriptive Eloquence. Unfortu- 
nately, however, Experience evinces, that 
wide is the Difference between the recreative, 
ſpontaneous Beauties, which the indulgent, 
bountiful Creator hath plentifully diffuſed over 
the Face of the Earth, and the Manners and 
Diſpoſitions F thoſe Inhabitants, who are 
more immediately diſperſed among, and are 
| eee ee with them, and wWho might, if they 
pleaſed, derive. much Innocence and Inſtruc- 
tion from the Contemplation of them. In 
theſe modern Ages, among thoſe artleſs 
Nymphs and Swains, whom Poets of old have 
elegantly ſung, and painted in the faireſt 
Charms of paſtoral Innocence * ; there are not 


| by | N wanting, 
7 ee ta patulæ recubans ſub tegmine fagi 
Sylveſtrem tenui Muſam meditaris avena: 
tu Tityre lentus in umbra vn : 
| Formoſam reſonare doces Amaryllida ſylvas. 1 8 
15 VIR o. 
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wanting, many apparent Inſtances both of 


Art, Envy, and Ambition. Theſe reſtleſs and 
f tumultuous Paſſions are not confined within 


the Regions of Courts, or the higher Depart- 
ments allotted to Diſtinction and Opulence; 
but ſometimes exiſt (although expreſſed in a 


very different Manner) under the Roof of the 
Peaſant, or in the Cot of the Herdſman. 
Now, upon Inveſtigation, one great Cauſe 
of Murmurings, Diſcontents, and perverſe 
Humours (particularly in low Life) appears to 
be, that theſe- People forget that God directs 
all Things to the beſt and wiſeſt Ends. Hence 
they take their Affairs out of the Hands of 
God, every one purſuing his own Notions of 
Riſe and Advancement, without God's Bleſ- 
ſing, and envying and affecting to deſpiſe 
every Neighbour, who thrives better than 


themſelves. It is truly to be lamented how 


much this wretched Diſpoſition, this culpable 


Conduct, turns all the Joys which might 


otherwiſe ſubſiſt in ſocial Intercourſe, into the 


very Gall of Bitterneſs. One would imagine 


that it ought to be the great Buſineſs of Man- 


kind; and, in particular, of that Part of 
Mankind whoſe preſent Lot is Induſtry and 


Adverſity, to endeavour to baniſh Uneaſineſs, 
„%% pn 
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da von ſullen, envious Temper ſeven : 


amongſt one another, and drive thoſe anxious 
andi inſatiable Cares from the Abodes, where 
Nothing but rural Happineſs ought to dwell. 


Are there not, in the ordinary Tranſactions 


of their Lives, Stings and bitter Potions in 


Abundance, but Numbers muſt ſtill be added 


to them of their own Deſign and Invention? 


* Sufficient unto the Day,” under the Fa- 


tigues of bodily ne, ge to be oy dhe 


Evil thereof x 
But at the "EI Time at this Conduct 


N Spins Men of ſocial Happineſs, it alſo griev- 
_ ouſly excites the Diſpleaſure of God, who is 
ſtiled the God of Peace , and has com- 


manded his Creatures to have . fervent Charity 
* among themſelves, and to be at Peace one 


with another .“ And how can this be the 
Caſe with thoſe, ho mantain a perpetual Diſ- 
cord among their Connections, and in their 
Families, by a peeviſh, and wayward Diſpo- 
ſition? Who are always looking on the dark 
and melancholy Side of Things, repining at 
crvery trifling Misfortune and Diſappointment, 
and magnifying every inſignificant Accident, 


Mat. vi. 34. +1 Theſ, v. t iv. 8. 


i Theſ. v. 85 


*% 
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into a ſerious Loſs and weighty Concern ? 
| Perſons, who might live under no inconfide- 
rable Share of Happineſs and Comfort, are 
thus in a wretched State of inceſſant Gloomi- 
neſs, and Anguiſh of Spirit. And by con- 
ſtantly habituating themſelves to Habits of 
Spleen and Envy, their common Language is 
tinctured, as well as their Countenances, with 
a ſnarling Moroſeneſs, and a diſguſting Gloo- 
mineſs. Thus it is, that ſo many become the 
Emblems of Ill-nature, the Friends of Sighs 
and of Groans, the Prognoſticators of Calami- 
ties and direful Events, and the Diſapprovers 
of innocent Gaiety, Mirth and Chearfulneſs. 
Thoſe inured to this rueful Diſpoſition, had 
they all the Eaſe and Affluence of extenſive 
Fortunes, nay, the whole World at Com- 
mand, would till be miſerable and unhappy. 
Pride, Malice, and Ambition, would grow 
up with their Riches, and riſe to their full 
Stature, by being tranſplanted into a better 
Soil. Such Perſons, by Proſperity, would 
only be more-completely miſerable themſelves ; 
and, like Solomon's Madman, would caſt 
abroad Firebrands, Arrows and Death *; 
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* Prov. xxvi. 18. 
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be * n of infinite and 
WMretchedneſs to all around them! 


fulneſs, 

and Eſteem from all Mankind. With ſuch a 

Temper, all the Accidents and Calamities of 
Life, will not ruffle, 


| _ in the richeſt. 


complicated | 


With what Care and Concern, then, hould 


every one ſtudy to cultivate a ſweet and happy 
Temper; to guard againſt all the Indications 2 
of Heat and Paſſion; and learn to be patient, 


chearful, and contented. Fee when 


it is kept from degenerating into Weakneſs, 
and from being ſacriſiced to the improper 
Wiſhes of others, is one of the fineſt and moſt 


ſympathetic Qualities of the human Mind. A 


. ee cultivated into Sweetneſs, Con- 
tentedneſs, and Reſignation to the Will of 
ee and which reſolves to avoid all 


Approaches toward Envy, Gloom, and Fret- 
ill acquire the general Voice of Love 


unman, and diſcompoſe 


us even in the pooreſt Situation; and, without 


it, we ſhall be miſerable, diſbeloved and de- 


* 


If we are unhappy, | 6 we 5 others 


more the Favourites of kin: by the Bleſ- 
ſings and Opulence they acquire, than our- 
ſelves, our Conduct will arraign the Juſtice of 
Providence, was þ im mparts to AU his Creatures 
| more 


1 Fatigues of Tnduftry. „ 


more good Things than they deſerve, though 


he does it not, perhaps, here in Proportion 


to the Merits and Demerits of Men: For this 
World is only a State of Trial and Probation, 


and not the Place of Judgment. It is only after 


Death that the divine Juſtice will fully diſplay 
and vindicate itſelf, by equitably diſpenſing to 
: * Man the Recompence due to his Works. 
Why ſhould we murmur and repine at thoſe 


in higher Stations, under the Suppoſition that 
they are happier than ourſelves, when we 


cannot ſee into the true State of their Hearts? 
And ſhould we poſſeſs that Prerogative be- 
longing to God alone, all we ſhould diſcover 
would be, that it was not their Wealth, or 
their Greatneſs that made them happy (pro- 


vided they were ſo,) it was the Goodneſs of 


their Diſpoſitions which procured them Hap- 
pineſs, the Integrity of their Lives, and the 
ineſtimable Fund of good Qualities which 


Time and their Fortunes. Virtue and Content - 
ment we may attain in the loweſt Degrees of 
Servitude, would we but cautiouſly avoid ex- 
tending our Notions beyond our narrow Sphere 


of Action; turn every Thing around us, every 


- Engagement __ CO into real Plea- 
ſure, 
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5 POE bo putting in Trial the el 
how to preſerve an Evenneſs and Regularity 
of Temper; by avoiding all Occaſions which 
promiſe to lead us towards turbulent Paſ- 
ons, unreaſonable Reſentment, or a vindictive 
Mind; by maintaining (as far as we can) a 
perpetual Chearfulneſs and Hilarity, under 
the Preſſures of Induſtry; by ſpiritualizing all 
our Labours by ſetting God always before us; 
and humbly waiting for that Time, when he, 


8 5 


(who knows what is beſt for us) will be pleaſed _ 


to improve our Situations; which he will do 
generally here, but moſt certainly hereafter, if 
we ſerve him in Spirit, and in Truth *.“ St. 
Paul commands us, not * to let the Sun go 
down upon our Wrath +,” but to take Care 


that all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, 
hand Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking be put away 


from among us with all Malice; and that 


« we be kind one to another, tender-hearted, 


* forgiving one another, even as God for 
« Chriſt's Sake hath forgiven us T.“ 


If the following fimple Rule was i ſtrictly 


ee to, it would eradicate Pride, Ambi- | 
tion, Malice, and Envy from among al! 


Hanks of __ 
| e e Honeſtiy, 
John iv. 24. | + Bk. iv. 26. 1 Eph. iv. 31 32. 


F ORE «£ Induſtry. 191 


Honeſtly, and conſiſtently with the Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, endeavour to make your 


Fortune as well as you can, and then be glad ? 


it is no worſe; and if it is not ſo good as you 


| expected, yet be thankful to God that 1 it is not 
8 "ae as it t might have been. 155 
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T is recorded in an authentic Author *, 
that there exiſts in the Province of new 
Mexico in South America, an Animal, which is 
denominated a Sloth. Its Subſiſtence is ſaid to 
be upon the Leaves of Trees: But being eight 
or nine Minutes in moving one of its Legs, 
and incapable of being haſtened by Blows; 
after devouring the Leaves of one Tree, it grows 
lean in the Journey before it arriyes at another. | 
So odious a Spectacle among the irrational Part 
of the Creation, was doubtleſs intended by the 
allwiſe God to convey Inſtruction to the ratio- 
nal Part, by ſhewing them that what is de- 
grading among the rute, muſt be infinitely 
more ſo among the human Species. And that 
as many Beaſts and Inſects ſet before Men the 
moſt yaluable Leſſons of Induſtry and Labour, ; 
. . e there 


5 * Salmon's Geag. Gram. N. Mex. . 509, Ed. 14. 


- - a 


0 2 Earth, a e e 3 che 9 
1 Wretghednel of Sloth and indolenoe. — 
No Man was better convinced of the Wiſ- 
dom and Policy which reſulted from a due En- 
couragement of Induſtry, than King Solomon. 
In the middle of his Reign, the Kingdom of 
Iſrael was in the Apex of its Poſterity and 
Greatneſs 9. en Ane and e Nations 

„n) Mb ak op STR - enjoyed 


A 83 I 's E "N 1 


2 „Solomon ae « Aha wich Pharoat a King 5 Egypt by 
— his Daughter, moſt probably for political Reaſons, 
> Kings iti: 1. He reigned over all Kingdoms, from the River 

into the Land of the Philiſtines, and unto the Border of Egypt, 

and they brought Preſents, and ſerved him, 1 Kin. iii. 21. 
His Proviſion for one Day was thirty Meaſures of fine Flower, and 
threeſcore Meaſures of Meal, ten fat Oxen, and twenty Oxen out 


of che Paſtures, and an hundred Sheep, beſides Harts and Roe 


5 bucks, and Fallow- deer, and fatted Fowl, 1 Kin. iii. 22, 23. 


| He had forty thouſand Sealls of Horſes for his Chariots, and 
| twelve thouſand nN beſides Dromblaries, - 1 Kin. ili. 
His Traffic wth Eiram Ling of Tyre Was; unn gave e Solo- 
mon Cedar Trees and Fir Trees out of Lebanon, which employed 
5 thirty Thouſand Men by Courſes; threefcore and ten Thouſand 
that bare Burdens; and fourſcore thouſand Hewers in the Moun- | 
tains. - Over theſe were three Thouſand three hundred Superin- 
| tendants of Solomon's, to whom many of Hiram” s Subjects were 
added and theſe alſo provided for Solomon great Stones, coſtly 
Stones, and hewed Stones, 1 Kings, v. 1, 1% „ 0% 7. 
In Return; Solomon gave Hiram annually, twenty thouſand 
Meaſures of . N * of pry: Oil, 1 Kin. v. 11. 
3 8 ä xt » Allo, 


A his; Subjects: nies 
; 0 engaged; eir reſpective Departments, 
exalting his Power and Fame, and in giving 
him Author ity, Pignity, and Eminence over 
all other Monarchs. Thoſe Writings of his, 
which have been tranſmitted to us, are inter- 
mixed, on the one Hand, with the ſtro = 

TORN to L Labour: n e 0774 an 
<Q 3 135 1 Ti, on 


Alto, twenty thouſand Baths of O N Gödde Backs of 
Wine, and twenty thouſand Meafures of Barley, 2 Chron. ii. 10 
And after twenty Year's Commerce, Solomon made Hiram Fre- 
ſent of twenty Cities in the Land of Galilee, I Kings, 1 ix. It. 
_ - Solomon and Hiram alſo had a mutual and [extenſive Com- 
merce, to Ophir for Gold, Almug Trees, and precious Stones, 
1 Kin. ix. 28, and x. 11; to Arabia for Spices, 1 Kin. x. 15; 
to Tharſhiſh for Gold and Silver, Ivory, "Apes, and Peacocks, | 
1 Kin, x. 22. and to Egypt for Horſes and linen Yarn. 1 Kin. 
x. 28. Silver was in Jeruſalem (the Matropolis of Solomon's 
Kingdom) as Stones, and Cedars in his Kingdom as Sycamores, 
Kin. X. 22. The Weight of Gold that came to Solomon in one 
Year, was fix hundred threeſcore and fix Talenits, a HP * g 
about 3, 639, 190/. Sterling! 
But neither the Riches, Population,” nor. Peek of a Kingdom 
can ſupport it, when God is forgotten, «14 Men's Extravagance 
and ambitious Defires increaſe much faſter than their Acquiſitions. 
In his latter Days, this unhappy Prince abandoned himſelf to an 
unbounded Love of idolatrous Women, who led him from the 
Worſhip of the true God. And for the Diſcharge of the Expences 
which incurred for the Support of theſs Women, their Priefts 
and falſe Worſhip, he was obliged to impoſe upon his e 
grievous and enormous en Sce 1 Kin. xii. 4. | 


«ſtand before — 0 
: « tdiligentmalketh/Rich$ ;\'ſhall bear Rule ** 
and that the Subſtance! of a diligent Man 

a eee n Soul fait be wade 

te fat $Þ!2 = i e 

But hear bis Gas Deſenbwon of Sloth i 

Improvidence! * The Way of a flotliful Man, 

ſays he, is as an Hedge of Thorns |}||; every 


Step towards Labour frets and galls him. He 


e hideth his Hand in his 4A OM and ĩt griey- 
_ *eth him to bring it again, to his Mouth FF.” 
Rather than apply to Labour, he his ready to 


5 - teign the moſt abſurd Evaſions. For he lays, 


there za a Lion in the Way; a Lion is in (the 


moſt improbable of Places,) the Streets * E. 


oh ER: eg 0 ae ens defireth and hath 
8 VVV Nothing. 


—_ Prov. av. 23. e Prov. xx1. x. 1 Prov. xili. 11. 
Prov. 'xx1i. 9. 5 Prov. x. 4. „ 


++ Prov. xii. 27. 1 Prov. 13. 4. II Prov. 15. 19. 


$5 Prov, 19. 4. Prov. XXIi. 13, and xxvi. 13. 


hat the Hand of Lf the 


2 
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Nothing *. Slothfulneſs caſteth into a deep. . = 
: . . lob. and. an idle Soul ſhall ſuffer. Hun- = 
FFF sluggard will not plow by Rea- | 
f * ſon: of the cold; therefore ſhall, he beg in 
” « Harveſt, and have Nothing t. „ 

£00 improvident a Character, 3 hang | 
1 only of Deteſtation, Contempt, and 1 
Ridicule, he is referred to a laborious Inſec rt. 
for Inſtruction, Go to the Ant, thou Slug-. TO _ 
& oard, conſider her Ways, x be wiſe; 2 
« which having no Guide, Overſeer or Ruler, =— 
4 provideth her Meat in the Summer, and ga- =_ 
ce thereth her Food in the Harveſt ||.” Every | a] 1 
diligent Man will attack him in the ironical " fl 
Language, which his Conduct merits: ©* How - _—_ 
long wilt thou ſleep, O Sluggard? when 1 
« wilt thou ariſe out of thy Sleep &? Conſiſ. "= 
tent with himſelf, and heedleſs of this pointed | 4 
Rebuke, he anſwers; Vet a little Sleep, a 2 
little Slumber, a little folding of the Hands - - 
« to ſleep **.” But hear the ſpirited, becom- _ Y 

ing Anſwer of his Reprover: Thus ſhall 

thy Poverty come (faſt upon thee) as one 

e that travaileth; and thy Want, (in a fu-+ 

5 0 4 N * rious 


"4 
” 


| * Prov. XIii. + Prov. xix. 1 5. 1 Prov. xx. 4 5 1 87 
vi. 6, 7, 8. F Prov. vi, 9. Prov. Yi 
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5 Aude Sooke us 01 ſdlenel rad : 
i 4 \ a in this Paſſage: « en > 
1 1 : thful; and by the Vinefird | 
. a n eld of Under andlag. And 1oũ1 


over with Thorns,” _ - 5 
tles Had covered the Face thereof, and 
44.4 Stöne-wall thereof was broken down. 
A „Then I faw and confidered it well; oled 
4 _ * por lit, and received Inftrudtion +.” ” 8 


k F 
0 4 * * * ' 
A * * wy £ 1 0 3 3 


. * Ber vi. 11. 1 1 xxiv. 39, 31, 32. | 80 . 
1 . | is that beautiful Hymn of Dr. Watts on this Subject that 1 beg! 
1 5 leave to inlert it. And I ſincerely hope that thoſe of my Readers, 
3 who have Children, Pupils and Dependents, will be careful to 
A require that they imprint it in their ee. . 


> % 


x 1 909 85 1 K . = __ 


IS the Voice of hs a; I . him complain, 
1 You have wak'd me too ſoon, I muſt number again: 35 
As the Door on its Hinges, ſo he on his Bec 5 | 
Turns his Sides, and his Shoulders, and his heavy Head. ; 
x: al: „ 
55 littles mote : Sleep, and a little more Slumber ; 3 
Thus he waſtes half his — and his Hours without Number: : 
And 


- 


able b Eight the Man of Sloth and Indolenee 


was confidered b' Solomon. And how deteſ⸗- 
table muſt ſuch a Character appear to us, with- 


upon 1 it! A Character, 
ourage whic ich is fequi 


1 * I 


ite to bear the Fatig 


of daily Labour. & Character which cancels 
the Deſign of our Creation, and the general 
Gent, Ain the | 


| Logins tv our commty'! rents 


a when he 400 up he its folding his thats, 
Or Rahe abaut fauntring, or trifling he ſtands. 


* 


| 1 paſa CT Zard 

The Thorn and the Thiſtle grow broader and higher z 

The Clothes that hang on him are turning to Rags; _ 
Abd . oy N he nnn 15 


W. ES EL 


I niade himh 2 Viſit, fill kiddie to find - | woof 


He had-took better Care for improving his Mind; | 
He told me his Dreams talk d of eating and drinking; N 
wy nt: ſcarce reads his Os and never loves EN 


V. 
840 I ihe to my Heart; here's a Leſſon for i me; | 
This Man's but a Picture of what I might be: 
But Thanks to my Friends for their Care in my Weite 
Who taught me betimes to love working and readigg. 


out even beſtowing's momefitary Confideration 
ſtitute of that manly 


e . a” 


I 
2 V 
a . * 
— — ——— ͤDA— — Aon — — 1 


2 * * 
1 . . a 
; 5 2 £ Is 0 F 
30 Wer ly 94 * 
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Sweat of thy Face ſhalt . 8 \ 
5 Where ſuch a Charac er as this is found among 
\ che lower Claſſes of Men, (where * 
1 impoſes a: Neceſſity for Induſtry) how con- 
13 temprible is, the Object! But thould ſuch a 
1 
95 8 — a eee, what eee Mi- 
ſeries muſt fall to their Port on. He is farther 
| from the Path of. Reformation, than is the 
Slave of Extravagance. For by being ſteeled 
againſt all the ſoft Senſations of, Affection, he 
can behold his Offspring boning under the 
| Oppreſſions of Diſtreſs and Want, with a care- 
leſs and pitileſs Indifference. When the laſt 
Stage of Indigence arrives, he would rather 


80 compel his hapleſs Infants to wander in the 


Streets, and ſupplicate the unfeeling Hand of 
Charity, ; than adviſe them to recur to honeſt 
Labour. If, with their Appearance in tattered 

Garments, and with all the Signals of abject 
Poverty, the Feelings of others ſhould be awa- 
| kened to deplore their Fate; ſtill does the 

Mreteb, who brought them into Exiſtence, | 
continue in a ſtupid State of Apathy and Lan- 
guor, completely hardened againſt the Senſe 
of 8 a equally menen de either at 


= When ne ton th thy : Aire er ernte he 


— oy A dation ce 
Application fail him, heit he | <-enliſts into * 
Society of Plunderers, Robbers, and Aſſaſſins, 


until the juſt Laws, of his Country bring him 


_ gg Ang! 4 


Mot e ae wot his 


iis: + to ref re 74 ahold, pins: 1 us pate 
Concern, than that of /beſtowing unremitted 


Attention, to all the honeſt, active Branches 


of ſocial Life? Labaur ſtrengthens the Body, 
invigorates the Mind, and prevents the fatal 


Conſequences which, ſooner or later, muſt 


reſult from an indolent, and an inactive Exiſ- 
tence. | Without 9 85 tech all Amuſe- 


” * 


1 * There are og ON Cuuſes of Doreen upon the Pro 
| perty of others, which terminate in degrading Deaths. | 
Firſt ; Children are turned out into a wicked World, deſtitute 
of ſound Principles, and religious Knowledge. 1 
Secondly; thoſe to whoſe Care they are committed, utterly 
neglect to call them to an Account how their Hours of Leiſure are 
ſpent. Hence, in theſe Avocations, they aſſociate with Liber- 
tines; Libertines introduce them to Proſtitutes ; and Proſtitutes 
| Initiate them into every Species of Extravagance and Debauchery. 
Thirdly; in Order to ſupport theſe abandoned Creatures 
they plunder their Maſters and others, and herd with them, 
until Juſtice overtakes them, and demands their Blood ! 


* 


— % 4 * 
3 * 
ret; ee hs 


7 < 2 Lalngſ. 203 
the C Aging, br the Reproaches ef he World. 


Jn... 


0 8 
An vb en rein eee 
, . 


pe 


. TE 4 4 
"© — | * 
a 1 
3 aa 
© =| 
7 
4 


Eee 71 8 
— * 
- 


DS ha 
- 


* 
* 
* 
1 
1 
81 
1 
1 


5 Ee . 0 to Labour and Aſſiduity 


iþ Z in their various Stations; for the greater Part 
0 Mankind muſt Labour, or ought, with 


© - Juſtice, to periſh. It is St. Paul's Precept, 


— 


3 255 5 that Wenk any wool not for his own and efpe- 
;p cially for thoſe of his own Houſe, he hath 


© © denied the Faith, and is worſe than an Infi- 


3 ** del *; if any will not work, neither ſhould 


4 


— r 


; ; 
. 7 ; 
As V. Ss 
, 5 % 
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* hercat . For we exhort every ohe, that 
e Quietneſs they work, and eat their 

don Bread; labouring and working with 

| . 2 ee ares | 


Be of Aion ds hilerate 
ſelves with the faſcinating Beauties of the ru- 


ral Months, will not be diſpleaſed with Solo- 


mon's elegant Deſcription of the Labours 
which muſt then be accompliſhed ; and the 


Fulneſs of Bread which, in Conſequence, will 


09 eee thy Work without, and make it 


e fit for thyſelf in the Field t. Be diligent to 
« know the State of thy Flocks, and look well 
eto thy Herds ||. The Hay appeareth, and 


<« the tender Graſs ſheweth itſelf, and Herbs 


of the Mountains are gathered. The Lambs 
« are for thy Cloathing, and the Goats are the 
« Price of the Field. Then ſhalt thou have 
« Goat's Milk enough for thy Food, for the 


« Food of thy Houſhold, and for Maintain- 


* ance for thy Maidens 8 fo 


* \ | 
2 Thel. iii. 10. + 2 Theſ. iii. 12. 1 Cor. iy. 12. 
Eph: iv. 38. + | { Prov; xiv, 27. Prov. xxvii. 23. 
$ Prov, xxvii. 25, 20, 37. | 
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0 enumerate 1 Fo various Kinds of 


riſe. among Creatures endowed with the 
W aculty of Reaſon: and Reflection, and who 


know that, in every Degree, they muſt be an- 
ſwerable for their Words and Actions, would 


be as nugatory, as it is impoſſible. Whatever 
genuine Modeſty and Delicacy hold ſacred and 


inviolable muſt be our determinate Line of 


Conduct, the Barrier, through which we muſt 
never break. For as they naturally demon- 


ſtrate and avoid whatever i is incompatible with 


Decency and Purity, in this reſpect every Per- 


ſon muſt know that his Conduct is indecent 


and improper, when * are offended, and 
alarmed. 


4% Trve Modeſty is is one of he higheſt 3 
| tions in our Nature, and brings us into the 


5 e neareſt 


| Indecencies which are commonly prac- 


216 Eo 0s Decency. 0 . 
neareſt Alliance with Angels and with God. | 


Where this moſt amiable Virtue is diſregarded 


and deſpiſed by Men, it gradually reduces them 
to a brutal Depravity, which eradicates al! 
genuine Feeling and Affection out of their 
Fearts; when it is abandoned by Women, it ab- 
ſorbs in the Gulph of Infamy, all their com- 
mendable Qualities, and renders them the 
Emblem of Hell itſelf! But I am not here to 
ſpeak of Modeſty in all its Parts, but only of 
ſome Imprudencies in Behaviour, which often 
" undermine and weaken her Powers, and not 
unfrequently, in the End, overturn and def- 
troy her. Theſe may be comprehended under 
the general Title, Indecency. - 
In the higher Ranks of Life, Politeneſs com- 
mands and obliges a Decency of Conduct in 
Company, whether it be real or pretended; 
but among the Community (particularly when 
they are free from Reſtraint) there are ſcarce 
any Attempts to correct or conceal Indecency, 
in whatever Form it appears. It is indeſcri- 
bable what Language is made Uſe of among 
them; ſuch, as when it meets a juvenile Ear 
is certain to inflame the Paſſions, or deprave 
the Heart. How often may we hear the Man 
18 _ Age ROE the Corruption of his 
| Mind 


— 


e wm" 
n ne.... a CEE 4 ; | ; 
— ; * ? ans LOIN Sl a CI * e d N 8 . <a aſe ST EAN * 5 2 ; 
) FS in} > \ 8 0 n * a 
- — a 4 3 
= ” 8 at 


Mind by commenting upon the Debauchery of 


his Youth, in Expreſſions brutal and deteſtable. 


By this means, from the earlieſt Vears, are 
their Youth habituated to idle and obſcene 
Words; and what then ſhort of a Miracle can 
preſerve them from the higheſt Stages of Im- 


_ purity? Indeed we may venture to aſſert, that 


Cleanlineſs is not held in greater Contempt 
among them, than Delicacy and Decency i in 


their ordinary Converſation. 


But Words are only one Way by which this | 


dangerous Malady i is communicated and ſpread 


among them. Innumerable other concurrent 
Cauſes of Indecency proceed from their Ac- 


tions, Situations, Cuſtoms, and what we may 
term a rude and unſcemly. Indolence in their 


Behaviour and Dreſs. The pooreſt Perſon by 
Activity and Management, may appearcleanly 


and decent even in the meaneſt Apparel. And 
when this is not the Caſe, eſpecially among 
young People, it impreſſes us with a ſtrong 


Idea, that they are either indolent, or extra- 
vagant, or both. Beſides it is groſsly odious 
to every Beholder, who is accuſtomed to pay a 


juſt Deference to Decency. And it gives every 
. one an Opinion (which is too often well 
ones ,)that our Diſpoſitions are as groveling 
| Sw 


and 


1 


in cleaning and repairing their Apparel, ſo as their A 


it is utterly: inexcuſable. How fr 
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we would recommend to all thoſe, who are the Parents of 


1 Families, to infift upon the invatiable Obſeryvation of 
the following! Rule: Let them never ſuffer their Children and | 
Dependants to retire to reſt, before they have, at leaſt, aſſiſted 


the enſuing Day may be decent; nor ſuffer them 10 commence 
the Labours of the Day before they are waſhed and appareled 


as decently, as their Stations and Labours may admit of, Over- 


ſeers of the Poor ſhould inſiſt upon Matrons of Workhouſes inuring 
Children to this Taſk ; and when they come to provide for- 
themſelves, they will find this a valuable Acquiſition during 


| their whole Lives. Numbers will deſpiſe theſe Rules, and aſſert, 


that it is impoſlible to attend to them. But I am indubitably 


convinced of the contrary; and will plainly inform ſuch, that 


there will never be Comfort, Eaſe, and Regularity in any Fa- 
mily, where Neatneſs and Cleanlineſs are 1 und: Dir. 


tineſs and Indolence permitted. 


But the want of Decency and N . is not to wa confined 
ſolely to the Families of the indigent and neceflitous; for we 
are ſorry to'obferye;” that it is to be found in Situations, where 

ently do we ſee Miliners, 
Shop-Girls and others attending their Cuſtomers in a .morning 
Gown, and in 'a Night Cap, both which do. not always wear 
the Appearance of having immediately come out of the Hands of 


the Laundreſs. I am ſure Women thus ſituated will pardon 
— « theſe Remarks, becauſe hls Conduct is 90 much to their Diſ- 


® advantage. e 

Voung Women ,whoſe Ally ala are in dn; or in 
other commodious Situations where their conſtant Attendance is 
required, ought invariably to obſerve this Cuſtom: Never let 
"Ger e from ** Chambers i in a Morning, until they are 
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On Decency. 5 . 


If we wiſh to ſee Mankind live up to the 
ige of their Nature, we muſt be particu- 


larly careful, that, in the Education of our 


Children, they be unremittingly habituated to 
form decent and delicate Notions of Things, 
This will naturally induce them to love and 
eſteem every Thing, which is modeſt, elegant, 


and above Meanneſs. And perhaps, ſurpri- 
zingly beyond our Expectations, this will pro- 


mote in them good Senſe and Morality. De- 


cency in Expreflion, Cleanlineſs and Neatneſs 


in external Appearance, Actions which indi- 
cate a pure Mind, and a With to acquire more 
en and more elevated eee will 
| a mightily 
Pesch dd For. the wht D © Is natuent er vhae ts; 


| wiſh to make themſelves agreeable to the oppoſite Sex. But it will 
not recommend them to the ſenſible Part of that Sex, to be ſeen (as 


is often the Caſe) one half of the day in a miſhapen Diſhabille, 


and on the other trucked out in the extent of the Faſhion. Perſonal 


Charms, and occaſional Finery which is ornamented by internal 


Accompliſhments may, uni ted, attract and win the Heart of a 
Man of Worth and Merit. But the 5% Qualities a Lady can poſ- 
ſeſs will not be ſufficient to »etain.that Heart, ſhould Neatneſs 
and Delicacy be diſregarded by her. And indeed, generally 
ſpeaking, thoſe Ladies, who, before Marriage, accuſtom them- 
ſelves to fit till Mid-day in the Robes which belong to their Bed- 


chambers, after Marriage will often be undreſſed all the Day; 


or, in other Words, will become downright Slatterns. Nay, it 


is obſervable in ſome Inſtances, that after this Character has be- 


come habitual, they contract a ſurly and moroſe Temper, and 
afterwards degenerate into Scvids ane Vixens. 
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y prepoſleſs the better Part of Mankind 


IE. 


in Favour of us; and they are, in ſome Degree, = 
7 Qualities which God will expect from the no- 
bleſt Work of his Hands. Well did a Heathen 
Author (who was a good Judge of Men and 
| Manners ) obſerve,” that it behoved all Men, 
who deſired to excel other Animals, to uſe 
their moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours, to avoid 
_ - paſſing through Life in Obſcurity like the 
Beaſts, who are deſigned only by Nature to 
enjoy the Gratification of ſenſual Appetite *. 
The Man who enjoys refined Senſations, and 
rational Pleaſures, , one would imagine, ought 
ſo to form his Appearance, and Behaviour, 
that it may wear the Garb and Semblance of 
his Mind. F or when internal Purity of Heart, 
is modified by external Decency, that Decency 
ſtands as a ſecondary Recommendation of our 
Virtue and Purity; and begets a Correſpon- 
dence and Symmetry 1 in the various "Parts of 
our Character. 
Approach the Cottages * che Peaſunts, the 
Weavers, and other Sons of Induſtry, and mark 
the very wide and different Conſequences, 
ö naturally 5 from their different 
| e 1 Modes 


* Salluſt. Pref. 


| „ o Decency. „ 
3 Koo of CE EDS Where. You find. the 
S Dwelling regulated, ſwept, and cleanſed, and 
all its Inhabitants as decent and as neat as the 
Nature of their Employments may admit; you 
are inclined to conclude that they have added 
to their Induſtry, the excellent Qualities. of 
| Sobriety, Prudence, and Frugality, and that 
there is (if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) a 
decent and commendable Pride in their Diſpo- 
ſitions, which prompts them to deteſt, and be 
| aſhamed of, the Appearance of Indolence, 
Dirt, and F ilthyneſs. And the Comforts 
flowing from this decent and regular Mode of 
Subſiſtence are immediately apparent. Here 
vou find Health and Chearfulneſs, Innocence, 
and Modeſty, Affection, and Contentment 
united, and dwelling under the ſame Roof. 


And when epidemical Diſorders infeſt them, 1 } 
theſe are generally ſoon ſuppreſſed and baniſhed = = 
* 4 by Tenderneſs, Care, and Cleanlineſs. , 1 = I 


Do but enter the Cot of Filthyneſs and In= _ 3X 
iet and mark the Contraſt. © Along with 
the Idea of Waſte and Improvidence which na- 
turally ſuggeſts itſelf to us, we are half ſuffo- 
cated. Here we find the Reſidence of Diſeaſe; . 

| this Tone of Melancholy and Dejection, or of =_ 
| | of 4 ; Apathy | " 


„ ene, 
Apathy and Stupidity; ar 
br Mikey ad Wretchedrieſy . Fe 
1 am apt to think, that were e well 
C01 winced of the Importance of a decent and 
delicate Conduct, how much it exalts their 
. Ideas, and patties and turns them from ſen- 
fad Objects; they would anxiouſly ſtudy the 
beſt Methods for the Attainment and Prefer- 
ation of it. Indelicacy begets Indecency, 
ency Immodeſty, and thus Perſons arrive 


+. 
7 


at Impurity, and run up to the Stagesof For- 
= nication and ene "To: ſome it it would be 


* 


* 10 am wel "Pies 0 6 gene 3 e e 8 
| oblige Numbers to be dirty during their Hours of Labour: 
Such ought to pay a very ſtrict Attention to Cleanlineſs on their 
Hours of Avocation. How much Cleanlineſs prevents Diſeaſes, 
as well as Pops their Progreſs, I have learned from Obſervation 
and Experience, For where, an epidemical Diſorder com- 
mences in a cleanly Family it frequently proceeds no further 
than the Perſon firſt infected with it. But obſerve the Ravages it 
makes in a dirty Houſhold; (more ſo when the Situation cannot 
admit a Current of pure Air.) It generally paſſes through the 
whole Family, and brings many of them to a premature Death. 
In the Courſe of my viſiting the Houſes of Perſons infected 
With putrid and malignant Fevers, I have found ſtrong Vinegar, 
W ben applied to the Mouth and Noſtrils, an excellent Antidote 
a ggalnſt the Infection; and, in Conſequence, I have recommended 
it to be ſprinkled frequently in the Rooms, and about the Beds 
of Patients. But it is a moſt difficult Matter to bring Numbers to 
a Senſe of the . of theſe Things. 5 
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indelicate Amuſemeggs are too common among Youth; and 
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| incredible, at what an early and juvenile Pe- 


riod of Life, Children, led more, perhaps, 1 5 
by innate Depravity and Inclination, will ſhew 


Want of Correction, "than 


a Tendency ts theſe Vices; and hence derives 
the Neceſſity of inſpecting all their Actions 


with a wary and impartial Eye *, Little do 
Numbers imagine how great the Value of De- 
cency is; and how much the C 
putation, the Peace and Comfort of Life, may 
originally depend upon it. If it is neglected 


by young Women at their firſt Acquaittance 
with the . we ach Hy Is 
their 


* 3 8 r. others mould — — Care, dat the Re- 


creations and Amuſements of Children have Nothing in them, E 


that can impreſs their Minds with indecent Ideas. Rude and 


doubtleſs they muſt have a very indeſir able Effect. The Want 
of ſeparate Apartments for the Sexes to ſleep in, is truly a Mif- 
fortune to the Poor. But, Alas! by them it is accounted no 
Misfortune at all ; for they are ſeldom ſolicitous about more de- 


0 cent Convenience. It is really ſhocking to reſlect on the almoſt 


innumerable Ways the Community take to deſtroy Modeſty. 
And I am perfectly at a loſs how to recommend a Remedy to 
prevent this growing Evil, unleſs they will, abandon all low, de- 


grading, and filthy Expreſſions ; be cleanly and decent in their 


Perſons, and their Apparel; and ftrive to live up to the Dignity 


of Reaſon and Chriſtianity. Language cannot ſupply us with a 


- Name deteſtable enough for that Wretch, who wilfully and per- 


ſeveringly endeavours to laugh, or put — out of Coun- 
tenance! | 


edit and Re- 
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y muſt ſoon after 


their . Shame and Miſery 
- overtake them. But where it is cheriſhed and 


improved, it gives ſuch Luſtre and Beauty, | 
and exhibits ſuch Propriety and Diſtinction 
in every Situation, as muſt obtain and merit Ge 
| Eſteem of all who behold it. 
I I ſhall cloſe this Subject with the following . 
een : The Lacedzmonians practiſed a 
Method of curing their young Men of Intem- 
perance, by ſetting before them a Man in the 
State of Intoxication; and thus by letting them 
ſee the Brutality of the Vice, they concluded, 
Nothing further would be neceſſary to make 
them utterly aſhamed of it, and forſake it. 
, And, in like Manner, I conceive, we could 
have no better Remedy to preſerve us from 
Indecency, than that of ſetting conſtantly 
before our Eyes, the amiable Sweetneſs, Dig- 
nity, and Grace, which beam their unyarying 
and reſplendent Rays from the Conduct of a 
ſtrictly delicate and virtuous Woman; and 
contraſting the Character, with that of an 
abandoned and infamous Proſtitute. The Con- 


templation of the former inſpires us with the 


moſt rational and refined Senſations of unfpot- 
ted Love and Chaſtity, that the Soul can taſte 
on n this Side of Heaven. The latter ſhews us 

the 


** 


5 


che loweſt Step of execrable Depravity, and the 
moſt lively Similitude of Wretchedneſs, Per- 
dition, and Miſery, that can be exhibited on 
this Side of Hell! — 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


| F have now finiſhed what I had to obſerve on 
ſome of the more fatal and prevailing Vices, 


Which grievouſly diſturb the Quietude and 


Peace of Society; and which, though too 
common among all Ranks and Stations in 
Life, are more generally to be found among 


the loweſt Claſſes of Mankind. I ſhall now 


make ſome deſultory Obſervations, and deduce 


ſome Inferences en the whole by OY of 


Concluſion. / 
It may be objected that an 1 Atten- 
tion to the Education and judicious Manage- 
ment of the Poor, might help to promote the 


levelling that Diſtinction, and deſtroying that 


Subordination, which is requiſite to be pre- 
ſerved in every wiſe and rational Government. 
That thereby, the Prerogatives which are 
ſaid to be due to Title, Birth, Fortune, and 


\ * 


Eminence, 


SY; 224 The Cent. = 7 
n inence, 1 be degraded by 5 . : - 
—_ '..: > Pretentions of Men Juſt emerged from Obſcu- _ 
1 lt; . rity, and who dare arrogate to themſelves the = 
_- Stile and Manners of their Superiours. 1 

T .lł.n his, I am confident, would very rarely be 
= 5 the Caſe, was the Education of poor Children 


er. 3 Precepts Of decke © 1 Benefactors; ; 
„ and, in all other A e to their 
—— a nere thould: [their Minds he 
FClated with Vanity and Ambition, where the 
aucation is injudicious, that is, more th in 
barely accommodated: to anſwer the valuable 
pre of. making them ſober, en. : 
_ induſtrious, and x eaceable Subjects; for, we 
find, on numberleſs, oth er. Occafions,inhighes 1 
Life, Men are led beyond their Reaſon and 
Conſideration, by the faſcinating Proſpects of 
ancement . and Proſperity. | But let poor . 
Children be turned out into the World, well 
furniſhed with religious Principles, and with 
a proper Degree of common Learning. Let 
them be clearly inſtructed in the practica 
of the Chriſtian Faith; taught to re 
tinctly; to write legibly, and a bare now 
b "the Elements 1 Arithmetic, and " 
will. 
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pill dene to aſſert, that , ini ger al, t 

| lf oe inte dc, Ale civilized, and 

obedient. If they will ſeek after further Know- 
vans (which they ought to be exhorted to,) 

let them acquire it at their Hours of Leiſure; 

and ſolely by the Dint of their own Merit and 

Induſtry. After this, ſhould Providence bleſs 


their Endeavours, and raiſe them to Opulence 


"and Diſtinction; we may reaſonably hope, 
that . ths my pw Rr 27 mon 


* their Origin. 
ly to be lamented that this C Objection 
e produced, and urged api e of 


8 m7 and benevolent Seminaries, the 


Charity Schools. If there is any Truth in the Ob- 
jection, perhaps it may be found to be; that 
ſtruction in one Way; and, at the ſame Time, 
are not ſufficiently grounded in the Duties of 
Chriſtianity: That they are ſuffered to reſide 
with ignorant and wicked Parents, who give 
hem ill Advice, and tet before them an ill 
Example; and have too much Leiſure, which 
is not neee in bodzly Industry. This Ob- 
jection, I conceive, might be fully obviated, 


, at leaſt, ſo much 
, Humility, as to look deck Huai: and res 


ads f their Pare 
And re ig ou ee wats bing vi 1 
5 ng, be employed a diftin@t-Part of 

5 every Day, in ſome ſuch mechanical, 
2 2 eng- as weer ueber * ecti 


Method Id gr: a prepare A 
for Buſineſs; and inure them to Induſtry. The 


Mind and the! Body thus alternately em ployed, 
would take away the Occaſions: and Oppor- 
| tunities of contracting vicious Habits, and of 

ending to pernicious Counſel. Thus would 
they form an early Acquaintance with their 

NONE: Employments; which; inſtead of 

retardir 8 or delaying their Education, would 

be a proper and agreeable Relaxation from their 

Books. It would alſo be a conſtant Antidote 

againſt the vain Idea they might entertain of 

becoming Scholars. For it would inform them, 
that their Education deſigns them not for Men 
of Letters, but is only intended to free them 
from Ignorance and Irreligion, and to fit them 


for being truly uſeful, in the various Branches 


of common Labour and Buſineſs. N 
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© And, cho all Things, let Maſters of 


i Charity Schools, Hoſpitals, Work- 10uſes, 

and other Aſylums where the Poor are edu- 
cated, daily and inceſſantly inculcate into 
the Minds of their Pupils, theſe four grand 
Principles, Honeſty, Humility, Obedience, 
and Gratitude, When they are put to Buſi- 
neſs, theſe Principles will teach them Fidelity 


to their Maſters, a humble and obedient De- 
portment towards all Men *“; a conſtant Re- 


membrance of their Maker, and of thoſe bene 
ficent F riends, ho called them out of 
Darkneſs into the marvellous Light * of Re- 
ligion, Truth, and Virtu. 

But as Care muſt be uſed to ſee. that ds 


1 Chil dren fulfl the Intention of their Educa- 


„There are well known Inſtances, in many Places, of Charity 


Boys, who having been apprenticed to Maſters not well inſtructed 
in Writing and Accounts them/elves, have conſequently been in- 
duced to employ theſe their Apprentices in aſſiſting them to ad- 
| juſt their Accounts. The Apprentices, by this Employment, 
have been filled with Vanity and Self-conceit, and have behaved 


diſreſpectfully to their Maſters, by being ſet to diſcharge: that | 


Office for them, which they think them incapable of performing 
themſebves. This Vanity ſhould be ſuppreſſed and ſtifled by a 
due and ſeaſonable Correction. And the utmoſt Care mult be 
taken in rooting out of them, every Branch of growing Inſolence; 
and permitting them no Favours or Indulgences, 15 ſuch as are 
225 earned by indiſputable Merit. 
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tz whom they arc bound. If ſuch Perſons on 


. CY dete. 5 


1 a by thoſe. Per- | 
ors A, 3 the Renn of diſpoſing of them, 

to make every neceſſary Enquiry i into the Cha- 

_. raters, Manners and Diſpoſitions of thoſe, 

who apply to them for Apprentices; and, in 

C ſequence | of that Omiſſion, bind them to 


1 Men in very needy Circumſtances, who wiſh 


to make Gain of them; or who are addicted to 
bad Morals, or to Inhumanity, | ought to an- 
fwer for it to Men, but muff anſwer for it to 
God. Careleſſneſs and Unconcern in this im- 
portant Reſpect, have occaſioned the Death of 
. Numbers ; and forced Numbers more to flee 

Miſery and Famine, to accept the Wages 

of 1 or to purſue ſome illegal Mode 
of Subſiſtence or other, until Juſtice drags . 


them to an ignominious Death. The recent In- 


Bonda 8 


ſtances of Children's Bondage under Egyptian 
Taſk-maſters, or under Wretches ſtill more 

inhuman, need not be recurred to. Many Pa- 
; riſh Apprentices have been diſcovered, exiſting 


within the cold and dirty Environs of a 
Garret or a Cellar, half-naked, and half-fa- 
miſhed; with the daily Addition to their Mi- 
| ry of unmerciful os and Bruiſes, i in Order 
to 
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1 enforce them to an unjuſtifiable and mo 
ſonable Application to Buſineſs * ! | if 
After the moſt mature Deliberation, , cans | 
| not diſcover how any wiſe Syſtem of Policy, 
or rational Form of Government can be ſup- 
ported, or fixed upon ſuch a Baſis as will ſtand 
all the Accidents: of Time, and the Malice 
and Fury of our Enemies, unleſs we begin at 
the Root of Reformation; unleſs we inſpire, 
and infuſe into the Minds of the riſing Gene- 
ration an ardent Love of their Country, a juſt 
Obedience to its Laws; and a Love of Ho- 
nour, Induſtry, and Virtue. Civilizing the 
Community, and putting them into a truly 
uſeful Mode of Exiſtence, ſhould be the unre- 
mitted Care of a free and Chriſtian Govern- 


ment. And to put our poor Fellow Creatures 


into the Way that leads them to be WO 
beneficial t to themſelves, _ to Society, is, I 
. conceive, 


It would be Injuſtice to Humanity ſhould we omit to men- 
tion what is ſo much to the Honour of the Magiſtrates and Gen- 
tlemen of the Town of Mancheſter, that by a late public Reſolve 
they determined, that in future, '« no Pariſh Apprentices ſhould | 
* be bound to Maſters, who ſhould conſtrain them to work at all 
in the Night, or more than tavelve Hours in the Day.” It is to 
be hoped, ſo laudable and excellent 2 Frecaution will be aniver- 
fall 4 ern. | 


conceive, ing: more, ha giving deen : 

To the Right of free-born Subjects. Let us ever 
remember, that the lower Ranks of Men are 
the Vitals of the State. They are the Support 7 


of our Trade and Commerce, the Source of our f 


Riches and Splendor, the Protectors of our | 


Rights and Privileges. Towards this very va- 
luable Part of the Creation, let us frequently 


turn our Time and our Thoughts. Let us re- 
leaſe them from the Embarraſſments, which, 
along with rendering them of leſs Benefit to 


themſelves, retard alſo the general Proſperity 
of the Nation. Let us, in ſhort, all employ 


our united Exertions in promoting the Strengtn 


and Proſperity, the Glory and Splendor, the 


Dignity and Conſequence of a Nation, bleſſed 


with an excellent Conſtitution, and governed 
by the beſt of Kings. If, by theſe Methods, 


we ſtrive to gain the Favour and Protection of 
Heaven, little need we fear the combined 


Powers of our Enemies upon Earth. Thus 


will our Sons grow up as the young Plants 
and our Daughters be as the poliſhed Corners 


* of the Temple. Thus will our Garners be 


full and plenteous with all Manner of Store; f 


10 chere will be no Decay, no leading into 
od e 


JTdbe Concluſon. 1 


% 
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« Captivity, and no complaining in our Streets. 


Happy are the People that are in ſuch a Caſe; 


A 
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yea, bleſſed are the People who have the 
a Lord for their G i DOTY, „ 
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The following Ob ſervatioms inſerted here as an 


- NO "may probably be uſeful to thoſe, 


who would wiſh to introduce a Plan for tt the 
| Redubtion 229 . ene 


 Work-houſe, or Houſe of Induſtry for the Re- 
ception of all the Poor belonging to their re- 
ſpective Diſtricts. It is needleſs to obſerve that 

the Situation ſhould be remarkably healthy, 

| and the Apartments ſpacious and commodious. 
2. So far as the Nature of the Manufactures 
eſtabliſhed in theſe Apartments, and all other 


concomitant Circumſtances may admit, they 


ſliduld be kept, eſpecially the lodging Rooms, 
in perfect Cleanlineſs, in Order to enſure 
Health, and promote Briſkneſs, Alacrity, and 
Aſſiduity. Where Water can be had for No- 
thing, it is in the Power of every one, both in 
Perſon and Apparel, to be clean. Strict At- 
tention to Cleanlineſs would be a great Virtue 
among the Poor, for it is dubious whether the 
* of it does not, in ſome Reſpects, like 
| | Intemperance, 


2 P pp on or a collective 
Number of Townſhips, provide a 
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Tutreniperarice, terminate in one Species of Sui- | 
cide. No Notion is more falſe, / than that of 


its conſuming the Time which ought to be de- 


voted to profitable Induſtry. For, by the cer- 
tain Promotion of Health, Strength, and Vi- 
gour, it as certainly adds Quickneſs to Labour, 
and a chearful Diſpatch to all Buſineſs. 
3. Still, however, more neceſſary for Peo- 
5 5 reſident in Work- houſes, is the Care of 
proper Nutriment. True Policy, and the 
common Intereſt will dictate, that their F ood 
ſhould be (ſuch as will longeſt ſupport the 
Body under the Fatigues of Labour, ) plain and 
wholeſome in Quality, and ſufficient in Quan- 
tity. Prudent and humane Indulgences muſt be 
allowed to tender rande Ae to ck and aged | 
Perſons. OE tt 
4:4; The "SR of a Workhouſe ſhould 
- be a ſober, ſtrict, impartial, and humane Man; 
and perfectly acquainted with the Manufac- 
ture over which he engages to preſide. And al- 
though a Magiſtrate is the proper Perſon to de- 
termine and inflict Puniſhment upon Offen- 
ders, yet it would be convenient, and more 
expeditious, if the Governour could be in- 
veſted with ſome Authority to puniſh n 
Offences in a Way that is humane and impar- 
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tial, and in the Preſence of the Overſeer, or 


ſome other reſpectable Inhabitant. This Of- 
fice, when judiciouſly diſcharged, would give | 


him a proper Conſequence over the People, and 


prevent the endleſs Buſineſs of referring every 
trifling Occurrence to the Cognizance and De- 


termination of a Magiſtrate. But whatever De- 
gree of Power may be thus allowed, the greateſt 
Care muſt be taken that it is not abuſed, 


F. Under theſe Regulations, it will ration- 
ally and juſtly be ſuppoſed, that every Work- 
houſe will be much more comfortable and 
agreeable, than the uſual Abode of any poor 
Family, who is neceſſitated to apply to the 


 Townthip for pecuniary Relief; and therefore 


no Perſon ſhould have the male} Allowance 
unleſs he will reſide with his whole Family in 
the Work-houſe, during the Period of ſuch 


Neceſſity, in Order that their joint Labours 
may, in their Degrees, be applied towards a 
Compenſation of the general Expenditure. For 
it is to be obſerved, that when Families are put 
under regular Government, allowed no Super- 
fluities, and their Earnings are judiciouſly ap- 


plied, few of them there will be( fewer than 


moſt People will believe) who will not earn a 
Surplus to the Charge of their Maintainance. 
| 6. Moſt 
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„ e en truly abſurd and impolitic i is the : 
ET | Cuſtom of granting a weekly / Allowance to 
Peamilies who refuſe to refide in the Work. 
© houſe. In large Townſhips, by Ow! Means, 
| Overſeers are 8 upon, 


5 av e nee. Neceſlity for 
* en from any due een r a 
5 d why 
dhe ee ae Poor; 3 work equally 
brd when eee not in the Work- houſe, . 
1 ad live but miſerably 2 their Allowance, 
mould not rather deſire to exiſt comfortably in 
BE the Work-houſe, and ſee the Improvement of 
WW — their Children. in uſeful and religious Know- 
—_—:-.* e ; inexplicable. If it pro- 
Ul . ceeds from a Deſire of Liberty, as they may 
term it, P 
_ proper-Uſe of that Liberty, © = | 
7. As this Plan neceſſarily implies, | that 
. eee be of Children conſtantly 
reſident in moſt Work-houſes; fo it follows, 
that proper Care ought to be taken of their 
Education and Morals. For this Purpoſe, a 
ſober and religious Perſon, with a competent 
nce of the Townſhip, muſt 
He ſhould be capable of in- 
ſtrucking 


4 
oy 
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daun a the Children i in the e of the 
that * never omit 
aver, M 100 ae g nor Evening. And 
| — or en ſhould read the 

Part of the Service of the 
:ſtabliſhed Chur every — with an 
additional e or Lecture TOO to- 


tur 


4 eee Al e er a Dif. 
ference in religious Sentiments, ought to have 
the Privilege of ben e en *. 
Pleaſure. 


8. This e. 4 ſhould ür 


be continued longer than two Hours every Day, 


at two ſtated Intervals if poſſible. This would 


be a moſt uſeful and agreeable Relaxation from 5 


che Fatigues of bodily Labour; and would not, 


in the leaſt retard the Progreſs of the Manu- 


facture, aha on the Reſt of the Day, they 
may and ought to be employed in. 0 


9. No Perſon who has uſed proper D Dili. 


gence, ſhould be compelled to labour more than 
twelve Hours, in the Day, and, out of thoſe 
twelve Hours, humane and reaſonable Allow 


ances muſt be made fo _ or * Per- 


ſons ; 
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in the Day, ſhoule 
their own Uſe, ſo l 
5 | uſeful, « or, at] 
even in common He 
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3 Thoſe who rare. to boat more Hours 
have the Surplus Money for 
ng as they apply it to ſome 
ſt, not culpable Purpoſe. And 
Irs, - m I P remiums 


uld occaſionally be allotted to thoſe, who, 


in all Reſpects, are the moſt deſerving, as a 
1 20 Encouragement to Induſtry. 5 


11. At the Age of ſeven or eight "ID 2 | 


theC hildren reſiding in the Work-houſe ſhould 
be bound Apprentices to the Governour for a 


Term not exceeding ſeven Years. If he cannot 


Pay due Attention to all of them, ſo as to give 


a full Knowledge of the Manufacture 


: ay are engaged in, it is evident, that he will 
always have Perſons with him, who might be 
capable and proper Aſſiſtants. I have elſewhere 


ſhewn the general Impolicy of binding Pariſh 
Apprentices! careleſſly, and at ee too 


often to the firſt Maſter that offers. F or, be- 
ſides the common Neglect of their Morals 
which alone is a ſufficient Objection, they are 

generally uſed in the moſt inhuman Manner. 


12. Tam far from thinking that no Indul- 


gan ought to be ſhewn to People in this low 


Situation. 
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of theſe. 


crefore, a ſparing Al- 


lowance of theſe may be permitted, eſpecially 

when it is recollected that they are Antidotes 

againſt ſome epidemical Diſorders. And a ſmall 
Allowance of Malt Liquor: to thoſe Who are 
”— moſt induſtrious, 


pes e and Mane, 1 


in Favour of the Townſhip by a ae Diſ- 


patch of Buſineſs. From this Plan it will be 
_ eaſy for every Townſhip to calculate for them- 
ſelves, how far it will afliſt in depreciating the 
 Poor-rates. Whatever may be ſaid of it, how- 


ever, it has not Novelty alone to plead in its 


Favour. It has already been put to Trial in ſe- 


veral Parts of this Kingdom, and it is with 


cordial Pleaſure, and from indiſputable Au- 
thority, I aſſert, that, in ſome of thoſe Places, 
it has reduced the Poor-rates one half, in the 


Space of three Vears, on a Compariſon with 
the former, uſual Aſſemſſents; and in others 
it has totally aboliſhed them. 

To aſſiſt in forming this Calculation, I ſhall 


juſt obſerve, Gay” to many it would be incre- 


dible 
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5 Were ien. Many aged Perſons' have fo long 

habituated themſelves to the Uſe of Snuff 
and Tobacco, that to deprive them. univerſally 
uxuries might be thought to border 

upon Cruelty. Perhaps th 
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